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8.1 [bookmark: _Toc203036749]Glossary
100-year Flood Zone. Areas with a one percent risk of flooding in any given year. 
500-year Flood Zone. Areas with a 0.2 percent chance of flooding in any given year.
Acres, Gross. A measure of total land area of any lot or parcel, including future streets, parks, and other land dedications. 
Acres, Net. The gross area of a site excluding: 
1. Land to be dedicated for required easement for vehicles and rights-of-way, either public or private; 
2. Land determined to be hazardous and unbuildable; or 
3. Land to be dedicated for schools and parks or other facilities dedicated for public use. 
Ambient Noise Level. The composite of noise from all sources; the normal or existing level of environmental noise at a given location.
Arterial. A major roadway carrying the traffic of local and collector streets to and from freeways and other major streets, with controlled intersections and generally providing direct access to properties.
By Right. A by-right approval is granted when a development proposal strictly conforms to zoning and building codes and, thus, qualifies for construction without requiring a conditional use permit, a planned unit development permit, or any other discretionary local-government review or approval that would constitute a “project” as defined in Section 21100 of the Public Resources Code.
CAL FIRE. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection is an emergency response and resource protection department. CAL FIRE protects lives, property, and natural resources from fire, responds to all types of emergencies, and protects and preserves timberlands wildlands and urban forests.
Conditional Use Permit (CUP). A discretionary permit required for certain land uses that may need special conditions to address site-specific constraints and/or ensure compatibility with surrounding land uses. 
Collector. A roadway for traffic moving between arterial and local streets, generally providing direct access to property.
Conservation. Natural resource management to prevent waste, destruction, or neglect.
Critical Habitat. Areas designated by USFWS as essential to the conservation of a federally listed species, which may require special management considerations or protection. 
Decibel (dB). A physical unit commonly used to describe noise. It is a unit for describing the amplitude of sound as heard by the human ear. 
Defensible Space. An area around a building in which vegetation, debris, and other types of combustible fuels have been treated, cleared, or reduced to slow the spread of fire to and from the building. 
Density. The number of permanent residential dwelling units per acre of land. Densities specified in the General Plan may be expressed in units (not including Accessory Dwelling Units) per gross acre or per net developable acre. Pleasant HillSiskiyou County calculates density by net acre.  
Discretionary Approvals. Any land use entitlement or permit of any type in which the approving entity applies judgment in deciding whether and how to carry out or approve a project including, but not limited to, tentative and parcel maps, rezones, General Plan amendments, use permits, variances, grading permits, land conservation permits, specific or precise plans, design review, view blockage review, conceptual review, and building permits when discretionary.
Endangered Species. A species whose survival and reproduction in the wild is in immediate jeopardy from one or more causes, including loss of habitat, change in habitat, predation, competition, disease, or other factors.
Environmental Justice. The fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies, as defined in California’s Government Code (Section 65040.12(e)).
Equivalent Noise Level (Leq). The average A-weighted noise level during the measurement period.
Farmland of Statewide Importance. Farmland of Statewide Importance is similar to Prime Farmland but with minor shortcomings, such as greater slopes or less ability to store soil moisture and must have been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.  
Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Areas identified by California Department of Forestry and Fire Prevention (CAL FIRE) that describe fire hazard severity. based on three factors: fuel, slope, and weather. 
Flood Control. Specific regulations, facilities, and practices that reduce or prevent the damage caused by stormwater runoff.
Flood. A temporary rise in flow or stage of any watercourse or stormwater conveyance system that results in stormwater runoff exceeding its normal flow boundaries and inundating adjacent, normally dry areas. 
Floodplain. Any land area susceptible to inundation by stormwater from any source.
Floor Area Ratio (FAR). The gross floor area of a building or buildings on a parcel divided by the net parcel area or site area. Floor area means the entire enclosed area of all floors that are more than four (4) feet above the existing or proposed grade, measured from the outer face of exterior walls or in the case of shared walls from the centerline.
Groundwater. Water present beneath Earth’s surface in soil pore spaces and in rock formation fractures.
Hazardous Substances. Any biological agent and other disease-causing agent which, after release into the environment and upon exposure, ingestion, inhalation, or assimilation into any person, will or may reasonably be anticipated to cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic mutation, physiological malfunctions, or physiological deformations in such persons or their offspring.
Hazardous Waste. Discarded items with properties that make it dangerous or capable of having a harmful effect on human health or the environment; often designated hazardous due to the concentration of chemical content. 
Healthy Communities.  Places that foster positive health outcomes for all who live, work, and play in them. Good nutrition, physical activity, and access to healthcare all influence health. However, health is also influenced by many other factors, including access to economic opportunities, safe and sanitary housing, high-quality education, and low exposure to pollution.
Historic District. A group of buildings, properties, or sites recognized as historically or architecturally significant. These may be designated at the Federal level, managed by the National Park Service, at the State or local levels. Federally designated historic districts are listed on the NRHP. In some counties or jurisdictions, historic districts receive legal protection from certain types of development considered to be inappropriate. 
Historical Resources. A district, site, building, structure, or object that is significant in the history, architecture, engineering, archaeology, or culture and is typically 50+ years old.
Industrial. The manufacture, production, and processing of consumer goods. Industrial is often divided into "heavy industrial" uses, such as construction yards, quarrying, and factories; and "light industrial" uses, such as research and development and less intensive warehousing and manufacturing.
Land Use Designation. A designation, shown in a graphical depiction on the General Plan land use diagram of the type and density or intensity of uses that are permitted on each parcel of land.
Local Street. A roadway providing direct access to property and designed to discourage through traffic.
Noise. Unwanted sound, or pressure variation in the air that can be detected by the human ear, measured by decibel (dB) and classified on a noise rating scale, denoted as “A,” “B,” and “C”.
Onsite Wastewater Treatment System. A wastewater system designed to treat and dispose of effluent onsite, which is typically installed when a property cannot be served by a wastewater collection system. Onsite wastewater systems often take the form of a septic tank and leach field system. 
Open Space. A parcel or area of land that is essentially undeveloped for human use and devoted to an open space use, such as the preservation of natural resources, managed production of resources, outdoor recreation, and preservation of public health and safety.
Parcel. A site or lot of land.
Planning Area. The area directly addressed by the General Plan. A city or county planning area typically encompasses the agency’s boundaries and potentially annexable land within its sphere of influence. In the case of counties, the planning area is the entire county.
Preservation. According to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the term “preservation” or “historic preservation”, includes identification, evaluation, recordation, documentation, curation, acquisition, protection, management, rehabilitation, restoration, stabilization, maintenance, research interpretation, conservation, and education; the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and materials of a historic property.
Prime Farmland. Farmland with the best combination of physical and chemical features able to sustain long term agricultural production. This land has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high yields. Land must have been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.
Regional Transportation Planning Agency. A State-created planning agency that typically serves individual counties or multiple counties. RTPAs are usually referred to as transportation commissions, councils, or associations of governments. 
Retail Demand. Households create demand for a broad range of different goods and services. Retail demand focuses on those goods that are typically provided by retail businesses. This demand is expressed in terms of potential dollars spent on goods or dollars spent with specific types of retail businesses.
Retail Leakage. The extent to which existing household demand for specific retail store types is not met by local stores in that category, and those shoppers go to stores located outside of their local market area instead. This unmet demand serves as a measure by which to evaluate potential retail store attraction or expansion options.
Runoff. Precipitation that is not used by plants, evaporated, or infiltrated into soils, and is transported across land surfaces to streams or other surface water bodies.
Seismic. Geologic movement or vibrations of the earth and its crust. 
Sensitive Receptors. Sensitive receptors are generally defined as locations where people reside or where the presence of noise could adversely affect the use of the land. These include schools, residences, senior housing, hospitals, and businesses.
Sensitive Species. Wildlife species or their habitat that have small or declining populations or are at-risk for decline or extinction. 
Setback. The distance between a building and the property line or other buildings.
Site. A parcel, or group of contiguous parcels not divided by a street, other right-of-way, or city limit, and under single ownership or unified control. 
Soil Erosion. The removal of soil by water or wind.
Special District. Any agency of the State for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries; a separate local government that delivers a limited number of public services to a geographically limited area. Special districts are a form of government, have governing boards, provide services and facilities, and have defined boundaries.
Special Status Species. Rare, threatened, or endangered plant or animal species protected by Federal, State, or other agencies in accordance with any of the following: 
Species listed as threatened or endangered under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA); including those proposed and candidates for listing;
Species listed as candidate, threatened, or endangered under CESA;
Species designated as Fully Protected by the California Fish and Game Code (CFGC), and Species of Special Concern or Watch List by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW);
Plant species listed as rare under the Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA);
Plant species recognized on the California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) lists 1A, 1B, 2A and 2B by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and CDFW; and
Species designated as locally important by the local agency [i.e., lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency] and/or otherwise protected through ordinance, local policy, and/or Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) or Natural Community Conservation Plans (NCCPs).
Sphere of Influence. A planning boundary outside of an agency's legal boundary (such as a city limit line) that designates the agency's probable future boundary and service area. In order for an area to be considered for annexation by a city or special district, it must be within their its sphere of influence.
Sustainability. Community use of natural resources in a way that does not jeopardize the ability of future generations to live and prosper.
Unincorporated area. A region or geographic area having a common social identity without municipal organization, but part of a broader body of government such as a county.
Unincorporated Community. An established community that is not an incorporated city and falls under the jurisdiction of its respective county government.
Value-Added Agriculture. Manufacturing processes that increase the value of primary agricultural commodities, including, but not limited to, cleaning and cooling, packaging, processing, distributing, cooking, combining, churning, culturing, grinding, hulling, extracting, drying, smoking, handcrafting, spinning, weaving, labeling, or packaging. 
Waste Generation Rates. The amount of solid waste generated. These rates are used to assess the annual anticipated landfill volume used.
Wastewater. Water (either treated or untreated) that has been affected by human use, including household, commercial, industrial, and agricultural activities. This water is conveyed through a wastewater system to a treatment plant, and may contain physical, chemical, and biological pollutants prior to treatment.
Wastewater Collection System. The totality of the pipes, pump stations, manholes, and other facilities that convey untreated (raw) wastewater from the various sources to a wastewater treatment facility.
Watershed. That geographical area which drains to a specified point on a water course, usually a confluence of streams or rivers (also known as a drainage area, catchment, or river basin).
Zoning District. A defined area that includes regulations for allowable land uses, and height, bulk, and space development standards.
Zoning Code. The adopted zoning regulations of a city or county.
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