RESOLUTION NO. ______
A RESOLUTION OF THE SISKIYOU COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PROCLAIMING  A LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO ILLEGAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION, ILLEGAL PESTICIDE USE, AND THE RESULTING ANIMAL WELFARE AND PUBLIC SAFETY CRISIS IN THE SHASTA VISTA AREA

WHEREAS, the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors finds that illegal cannabis cultivation continues to occur throughout portions of Siskiyou County, particularly within the Shasta Vista area; and
WHEREAS, numerous illegal cultivation sites have been found to contain prohibited, unregistered, and foreign-labeled pesticides that pose a significant threat to public health, groundwater quality, wildlife, livestock, domestic animals, first responders, and the environment; and
WHEREAS, County law enforcement, environmental health officials, and partner agencies have documented the continued presence of hazardous chemicals associated with illicit cannabis cultivation, creating conditions that require extensive remediation and ongoing enforcement efforts; and
WHEREAS, the illegal cannabis industry has generated secondary impacts extending far beyond cultivation itself, including the abandonment and uncontrolled breeding of domestic dogs used for security purposes at illegal cultivation sites; and
WHEREAS, hundreds of abandoned, neglected, and feral dogs have been recovered from properties associated with illegal cannabis operations within the Shasta Vista area, creating a growing animal welfare crisis that exceeds the capacity of local nonprofit organizations and volunteers; and
WHEREAS, local animal rescue organizations, including Rescue Ranch and numerous volunteers, have undertaken extraordinary efforts to shelter, feed, transport, medically treat, and rehome these animals, often at little or no cost to taxpayers and with limited financial resources; and
WHEREAS, Approximately one hundred (100) dogs currently remain housed at the former Horse Stable facility and other temporary locations, requiring ongoing feeding, veterinary care, and management while permanent solutions are sought; and
WHEREAS, Siskiyou County and its nonprofit partners continue to fund spay and neuter services whenever resources allow to reduce future populations of abandoned and feral dogs, but available funding remains insufficient to address the scope of the problem; and
WHEREAS, sterilization is required prior to the release of dogs to the public. Animal Control and surrounding Rescuers all have exceeded capacity, exhausted limited funds and staffing due to the influx of dogs, blatant neglect, and disregard for spaying and neutering their dogs, and
WHEREAS, the uncontrolled dog population has become a significant public safety and agricultural concern, resulting in attacks on livestock, property damage, threats to residents, roadway hazards, and substantial economic losses to local ranchers; and
WHEREAS, local ranchers have reported being forced to euthanize scores of feral and predatory dogs annually to protect livestock and their livelihoods, an outcome that is both emotionally difficult and financially burdensome for agricultural producers; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors recognizes that this situation is not solely an animal control issue, but rather a direct consequence of unlawful cannabis cultivation, environmental crimes, and long-term abandonment of responsibilities by those operating illegal enterprises; and
WHEREAS, the cumulative effects of illegal cannabis cultivation, illegal pesticide use, environmental degradation, abandoned animals, livestock losses, and increasing demands on local government and nonprofit resources constitute conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within Siskiyou County;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby proclaims and ratifies the existence of a Local Emergency within Siskiyou County due to the continuing impacts of illegal cannabis cultivation, illegal pesticide use, and the associated animal welfare and public safety crisis within the Shasta Vista area.
2. The Board directs County departments to continue coordinating with state and federal agencies to address environmental contamination, public safety concerns, animal welfare needs, and agricultural impacts associated with illegal cultivation activities.
3. The Board requests assistance from the State of California, federal agencies, nonprofit organizations, and philanthropic partners to support enforcement, remediation, veterinary services, sheltering operations, animal adoption efforts, and public education.
4. The Board acknowledges and commends the extraordinary efforts of Rescue Ranch, local veterinarians, volunteers, ranchers, law enforcement personnel, and community partners who continue to bear a significant portion of the response burden.
5. The Board directs County staff to pursue all available funding opportunities, grants, and reimbursement mechanisms to support remediation, animal care, spay and neuter programs, enforcement activities, and community recovery efforts.
6. That the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors, pursuant to Government Code section 8260(c), shall continue to review the need for maintaining the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by the Board.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors this ____ day of __________, 2026 by the following vote:
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ABSTAIN:
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