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Background: 

Penal Code section 14300 et seq. established the Environmental Enforcement and Training Account, which funds the Environmental Enforcement Training Grant Program (Grant Program) and the Environmental Circuit Prosecutor Grant Program administered by the Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency. The purpose of the Grant Program is to provide financial assistance for environmental enforcement, investigation, and training programs that enhance statewide enforcement of environmental laws.  The Secretary may award grants:

1)  To public entities and private nonprofit organizations for training public prosecutors, peace officers, firefighters, state or local environmental regulators, and community-based organizations in the investigation and enforcement of environmental laws;
2)  To local environmental regulators for the enforcement of environmental laws; 
3)  For the costs of prosecutors, investigators, and research attorneys for circuit prosecution; and/or
4)  For peace officer training funded by monies declined by the Commission under Penal Code section 14314, subdivision (a).

The actual amount of grant funding available depends on the amount of money deposited into the Environmental Enforcement and Training Account from settlements and other contributions in preceding fiscal years and appropriated by the Legislature.  
Application Deadline:

Applications may be submitted starting on May 15, 2025, and must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on July 31, 2025.

Where to Submit Applications: CalEPA requests that applications be submitted via email to: EETAGrantApps@calepa.ca.gov.

For additional information, contact: EETAGrantApps@calepa.ca.gov.
Eligibility: 

Individuals and statutorily banned entities may not apply for or receive funding. Eligible applicants who have previously received funding may apply again. The Secretary shall consider only one application per applicant for a given project. Applicants may submit more than one application if the applications are for separate and distinct projects or activities. Only projects under Penal Code sections 14306-14309 and that are eligible may be funded. 

Grant Criteria: 

The Secretary will award grants based upon the following criteria:

1) Whether the application includes all the necessary information;
2) Based on the merit of the proposed project in comparison to other applications, including the overall effectiveness of the project design and the extent to which the project addresses unmet needs, when comparing the narrative/work plan descriptions of the various applications (past performance may be considered during the evaluation process for those applicants who have received previous grants); and
3) Whether the applicant and the project are eligible.

Restrictions on Grants:

1) Grant funds must be used as set forth in an approved narrative/work plan, and shall not be used for any purpose prohibited by law, including by Penal Code sections 14300 et seq.
2) Grant funds cannot be used for lobbying, or to intervene in State or federal regulatory proceedings.
3) All grantees must certify and assure that they will comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and requirements before receiving funds, and must actually comply.
4) Grant-funded projects must be completed within the time frames set out in the work plan, unless altered by written agreement of the Agency.
5) The organization that receives funding pursuant to section 10016(d)(3) of this Article is responsible for the successful completion of the project in accordance with this Article and the respective grant agreement.
6) Unused grant funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year must be returned to CalEPA or, if approved by the Secretary where good cause is demonstrated, extended for use in the following fiscal year.
7) Each grantee must comply with any audit or financial accounting request from the Secretary, or the Department of Finance (DOF), including, but not limited to, sharing documents and other information requested by the Secretary or DOF.




Reporting Requirements for Grant Recipients:

Grantees are responsible for the submission of required reports, including, but not limited to, quarterly and final reports due to the Secretary within 30 days of the end of each quarter during the life of the project, and 30 days after the end of the project, respectively.  Failure to submit reports may result in termination of the grant. Reports must include the following:

(1) A description of the progress made toward accomplishing the goals in section 10014 of this Article and the project’s objectives, as set forth in the grant recipient’s application, by reference to the metrics of success identified in the application, and, if applicable, an explanation of why the project did not achieve one or more of the identified metrics; 

(2) A certification that the organization that received funding pursuant to section 10016(d)(3) of this Article, and all other organizations anticipated to be involved in the project, remain in compliance with all applicable federal, State, and local laws, and have used the grant funds solely for purposes set forth in the grant agreement; and

(3) Any other information requested by the Secretary.

CalEPA may use and disseminate reports as appropriate.
Selection of Grant Recipients:

Applications will be screened to ensure that they meet all requirements governing the program. 

· After all applications are received, acknowledgements of receipt will be sent to all applicants.
· Once applications have been selected for potential funding, applicants may need to provide additional information to complete the award process. 
· Each applicant will be informed as to the decision on their application. Limited funding is available, and the Secretary may be unable to fund all applications received. 

The Secretary’s decisions concerning grant awards are final and not subject to appeal.

Application Requirements:

Applications must include all required information. CalEPA provides these instructions along with a fillable application template on its grant’s website as a courtesy. It is each applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the application it submits includes all required information and complies with the law. 

Please note that information submitted in the application may be subject to public disclosure under the California Public Records Act (Gov. Code, §§ 6250 et seq.) or other laws. CalEPA will keep confidential all information submitted that is privileged or exempt under the law, except as required by law.
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Provide all required information. Additional pages may be attached as necessary.

General Contact Information

Name of Applicant Organization (a.k.a. Recipient):
Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office

Business Address:
305 Butte Street, Yreka, CA 96097

Business Telephone Number:
(530) 841-2900

Business Email Address, if applicable:
jeremiah.larue@siskiyousheriff.org
james.randall@siskiyousheriff.org 

Business Webpage Address, if applicable: www.siskiyousheriff.org 

Name and Title of Applicant’s Authorized Representative:
Jeremiah LaRue, Sheriff
James Randall, Undersheriff 

Authorized Representative’s Telephone Number:
(530) 841-2900

Authorized Representative’s Email Address:
jeremiah.larue@siskiyousheriff.org
james.randall@siskiyousheriff.org 
Name and Title of Person with Day-to-Day Responsibility for the Proposed Project (a.k.a., Project Director):
Jeremiah LaRue, Sheriff
James Randall, Undersheriff 

Telephone Number of Person with Day-to-Day Responsibility:
Sheriff Cell: (530) 598-4200 
Undersheriff Cell: (530) 598-4224

E-Mail Address of Person with Day-to-Day Responsibility:
jeremiah.larue@siskiyousheriff.org
james.randall@siskiyousheriff.org

Narrative/Work Plan

1.	Provide a concise description of the proposed project. 

The Siskiyou County Sheriff's Office requests funding to support enforcement of environmental laws and regulations associated with illegal cannabis cultivation operations. Enforcement activities shall include certified laboratory analysis of evidentiary samples seized from illegal cultivation operations. The evidentiary samples shall include but not be limited to: suspected illegal pesticide products, chemical unknowns, soil and water samples, residual pesticides and other contaminants on foliage, processed marijuana, and environmental media. These tests will confirm the presence and use of illegal pesticides, environmental toxins, and hazardous substances, providing critical evidence for successful prosecution of environmental violations and remediation of environmental hazards. This project will also allow us to gather the evidence needed to pursue formal enforcement for violations associated with the escalating use of foreign-labeled pesticides at illegal cannabis grows in Siskiyou County. These illegal pesticide products pose a serious public health threat—not only to unsuspecting consumers, nearby communities, and exploited workers, but also to emergency responders, regulatory personnel, and law enforcement officers who respond to incidents and/or conduct eradication operations at illegal cannabis grows. 

To complement these enforcement efforts, the project also requests grant funding to support environmental enforcement training for Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office, interagency task force members, and other Siskiyou County personnel who participate on search warrants to address environmental violations within their respective authorities as well as public awareness/outreach materials to educate the community about the human health threats and environmental impacts associated with illegal cannabis cultivation activities. If approved, this project would also include the purchasing of environmental sampling supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE) necessary for the safe collection and handling of environmental evidentiary samples. In addition to Siskiyou County personnel collecting environmental evidentiary samples, this project also proposes to use a third-party contractor to identify and collect evidentiary samples for the egregious environmental threats that are beyond the capabilities and expertise of county personnel. These combined elements will ensure safer, more effective environmental enforcement and remediation efforts and ultimately, stronger case outcomes.


2.	Identify the environmental enforcement and/or training objectives to be addressed by the proposed project. This includes the need the project seeks to address, the communities the project is intended to benefit, and a description of how the proposed project will enhance the enforcement of environmental laws.
This project addresses a critical gap in the environmental enforcement efforts of Siskiyou County, where illegal cannabis cultivation has led to the widespread use of illegal/unregistered, foreign-labeled pesticides and other hazardous substances that are often improperly stored and mismanaged. The foreign labeled pesticides routinely found at these illicit operations contain a mixture of highly toxic cholinesterase inhibiting pesticides, many of which have no approved use in the United States and are listed as CA Prop 65 carcinogens; CA toxic air contaminants; and/or CA groundwater pollutants. The resulting contamination from the illegal use of pesticides and mismanagement of other hazardous substances poses a threat to waters of the state, soil, and air quality which in turn, threatens the health of land and aquatic wildlife and, rural and disadvantaged communities, many of which already face limited access to environmental protection and public health resources.

The proposed project will enhance formal enforcement by funding enforcement activities related to environmental sampling and certified laboratory testing of seized materials to identify and document the presence of hazardous substances, such as but not limited to foreign labeled pesticide products and residual pesticides on foliage, processed marijuana, and environmental media. These test results will provide admissible evidence for civil and criminal prosecution of environmental laws and regulations. In addition, the project includes environmental training for law enforcement and other county personnel to improve recognition of environmental hazards and appropriate response protocols, public awareness materials to engage and inform the community, and essential sampling supplies and PPE to ensure safe collection and handling of environmental evidence. 

Together, these efforts will increase enforcement effectiveness, protect sensitive habitats and vulnerable populations, and create a more proactive, informed, and resilient response to environmental crimes in Siskiyou County.


3.	If your proposed project includes a training course, please identify which one or more of the following environmental justice learning objectives for course participants the training course will have, or explain why such a component is not included:
(A) Developing an understanding of environmental justice laws and principles, including, but not limited to, the importance of community engagement and transparency in environmental enforcement efforts,

(B) Gaining familiarity with techniques for identifying disadvantaged, low-income, or overburdened communities, and strategies for targeting enforcement resources, projects or plans to their benefit, and/or

(C) Developing tools and strategies for incorporating community engagement and increased transparency, where appropriate, into enforcement efforts.



The proposed trainings will incorporate the following environmental justice learning objectives:
Participants will develop an understanding of how illegal cannabis cultivation activities can result in environmental injustice to marginalized communities and how building partnerships with community members can result in meaningful solutions.

The proposed trainings will provide an overview on identifying disadvantaged, low-income, and overburdened communities using CalEPA’s CalEnviroScreen tool and other relevant resources; however, it will also cover how to identify environmental justice concerns using data that is not incorporated into CalEnviroScreen, such as but not limited to communities that are being overburdened by multiple sources of pollution from illegal cultivation activities. This knowledge will guide enforcement personnel in prioritizing areas where environmental harms from illegal cannabis cultivation are most severe and where intervention can provide the greatest public health and safety benefit.

Staff will be equipped with tools and strategies for incorporating community engagement and transparency into enforcement efforts, including how to respond to community complaints, safely share findings with the public, and foster trust through education and community outreach.

4.	Identify the project’s environmental enforcement and/or training target audience, and how the organization intends to reach this audience.

The primary target audience for this project includes sworn peace officers, detectives, evidence technicians, environmental/scientific personnel, and emergency services personnel, and other county personnel within the County of Siskiyou whose duties include identifying environmental violations during cannabis eradication operations. Additional indirect audiences include the Siskiyou County District Attorney’s Office and collaborating local and state agencies. 

This project will utilize the existing interagency task force and external agency partnerships to reach its target audience. In addition, the project will reach members of the public—particularly residents in rural and overburdened communities—through printed educational materials, public service announcements, and direct engagement at community meetings. These outreach efforts will raise awareness about the environmental and health risks associated with illegal cannabis cultivation and empower residents to report suspected illegal activities that may result in and/or contribute to environmental violations. 


5.	Identify the environmental statutes/acts addressed by the project.

The proposed project supports the enforcement of multiple California environmental laws and regulations commonly associated with illegal cannabis cultivation activities, such as:

California Health and Safety Code Section 11358(d)(3)(A – G)
Environmental felonies associated with illegal cannabis cultivation consisting of violations of CA Water Code, CA Fish and Game Code, Hazardous Waste Control Law, and Penal Code.
California Food and Agricultural Code (Divisions 6):
Governs pest control operations as they relate to the people, businesses, and activities that apply pesticides. Violation Examples: Workers mixing or applying pesticide fumigants without a Qualified Applicator License (QAL) or Qualified Applicator Certificate (QAC) holder; using rodenticides and DDVP pest strips in structures without a structural pest control license; and employing untrained/unlicensed workers to apply hazardous pesticides.  
California Food and Agricultural Code (Divisions 7):
Governs the use of agricultural chemicals. Violation Examples: Possession or use of unregistered pesticides (i.e., foreign labeled pesticides); possession or use of restricted material pesticides; and use in conflict with label.
Public Resource Code as it relates to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):
Projects with significant environmental impacts proceeding without CEQA documentation.
Proposition 65 (Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986):
Many hazardous substances commonly used and found at illegal cannabis operations—including pesticides in foreign labeled products—are Prop 65 listed carcinogens.



6.	Provide a concise description of the nature of the organization, including whether the applicant is a private nonprofit and, if so, documentation to support the organization’s status. 

The Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office is a public law enforcement agency operating under the authority of the County of Siskiyou in the State of California. The agency is responsible for enforcing state and local laws, conducting criminal investigations, and protecting public safety across a large and predominantly rural jurisdiction. The Sheriff’s Office also leads environmental crime investigations in partnership with other regulatory and prosecutorial agencies. As a government entity, the organization is not a private nonprofit and is exempt from nonprofit documentation requirements. Reference: https://www.siskiyoucounty.gov/sheriff 

This project also proposes to use a third-party contractor to identify and collect evidentiary samples for the egregious environmental threats that are beyond the capabilities and expertise of county personnel. The proposed contractor, at this time, is the Integral Ecology Research Center (IERC), a non-profit organization dedicated to the research and conservation of wildlife and their ecosystems. The IERC has been conducting research on the environmental impacts associated with cannabis cultivation and supporting law enforcement efforts during eradication operations since 2010. The proposed contract would include environmental site assessments, environmental sampling and lab analysis, and the development of site reports summarizing assessment findings threats associated with environmental violations. More about IERC: www.iercecology.org. 

7. 	Describe how the organization has been successful in the past, including on similar projects, and how those past successes will allow it to better implement the proposed project.

Although this is the first time the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office is applying for this specific grant, the agency has extensive experience conducting cannabis eradication operations and identifying basic environmental violations associated with illegal cannabis activities. Our operations have resulted in arrests, seizures of contaminated cannabis plants and products, and seizures of foreign labeled pesticides for proper hazardous waste disposal through DTSC’s Off Highway Emergency Removal Program. We routinely collaborate with other local and state agencies during these search warrants and submit case referrals to the District Attorney’s Office. However, when it comes to environmental charges, our enforcement efforts are limited due to lack of confirmatory testing by a certified/accredited lab and environmental sampling expertise to assess and identify complex environmental violations that often require scientific expertise. This funding is critically needed to strengthen our environmental enforcement efforts and ensure our case referrals to the DA’s Office are legally solid with confirmatory evidence needed for successful prosecution and remediation of environmental violations. 


8.	Provide estimated project completion plans/time frames, and the expected results. Applications for circuit prosecutor grants need not identify specific cases for prosecution but shall set forth the expected results of the proposed project, to the extent feasible.

The proposed project will begin upon the effective grant start date and expected to run for one year from the effective date of the grant agreement. The timeline includes:

Quarter 1 – Project Launch and Planning: Identification and procurement of certified testing laboratory, third-party environmental contract (IERC), environmental supplies and PPE, and environmental training courses. Develop community outreach materials on environmental impacts associated with illegal cannabis activities and how to identify and report suspected illegal cultivation activities. 
Quarters 2 and 3 – Environmental Cannabis Investigations and Case Prep: Execute criminal search warrants at illegal cannabis cultivation operations and conduct investigations during these eradication efforts that focus on proving the required elements for relevant environmental violations, such as possession or use of unregistered/foreign labeled pesticides. Schedule third-party contractor participation on search warrants executed in areas with known egregious environmental threats to soil and waters of the state in and around sensitive habitats and disadvantaged communities. Prepare cases for referral to the DA’s Office. NOTE: Timing of case referrals will be dependent on several factors such as but not limited to lab testing turnaround time and lab results.  
Quarter 4: Completion of environmental enforcement training (if not completed during previous quarterly time frame) and continued environmental investigations. Finalize any pending case referrals for submittal to the DA’s Office and schedule case presentations with the prosecutor, as needed.  Develop project metrics and prepare final grant report. 

Expected results include:

50 – 100 environmental evidentiary samples collected and submitted to a certified lab for analysis. 
At least 10 environmental case referrals submitted to the DA’s Office of which 5 referrals include confirmatory lab results to prove violations related to the possession or use of unregistered pesticides.
Development and distribution of public awareness outreach materials.
Completion of environmental enforcement training, including evidence collection/sampling activities, for county personnel involved in cannabis eradication operations. 
Enhanced coordination between the Sheriff’s Office, District Attorney’s Office, and environmental regulatory agencies who participate on cannabis-related search warrants to document violations within their respective authorities. 


9.	Provide metrics for evaluating the success of the project.

The success of the project will be evaluated using clear, measurable metrics tied to each major objective. These include:

Number of environmental samples tested through certified laboratory analysis and number of confirmatory results received to support environmental violations and remediation actions.
Number and type of restricted and foreign-labeled pesticides confirmed through lab analysis.
Number of cases submitted/referred to the DA’s Office for prosecution of environmental violations.
Number of regulatory and law enforcement personnel trained on environmental enforcement including but not limited to: environmental violations associated with illegal cannabis cultivation, environmental sampling/evidence collection, and environmental enforcement options/prosecution. 
Quantity and distribution reach of public awareness materials provided to the community.
Community engagement and outreach, such as number of community events and number of tips or leads received following outreach campaigns.

These metrics will be documented in quarterly reports and a final summary to demonstrate project impact and accountability.


10.	Provide proposed budget figures/projections to support the work plan narrative.

The Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office is requesting a total of $100,000 in grant funding to support the expanded scope of this environmental enforcement project. The proposed budget is as follows:

Laboratory Testing Services: $30,000
To fund certified lab analysis of seized materials and materials contaminated with a hazardous substance for identification of contaminants of concerns such as illegal pesticides, residual pesticides, and other hazardous substances/environmental contaminants. 
Evidence Collection, Storage, Packaging, and Transport, and Chain-of-Custody Management: $5,000
For secure evidence storage of chemical-related samples, collection and packaging of evidentiary samples, and transportation or shipment of evidentiary samples. 
Environmental Sampling Supplies and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Environmental Evidence Collection: $10,000
To purchase and maintain proper environmental sampling and personal protective equipment for regulatory and law enforcement personnel collecting chemical-related evidence and evidence contaminated with a suspected hazardous substance. 
Third-Party Environmental Contractor: $30,000
Proposed Scope of Work to include environmental site assessments, environmental sampling and lab analysis, and the development of site reports summarizing assessment findings threats associated with egregious environmental violations that fall outside of county personnel’s capabilities and expertise. 
Administrative and Reporting Support: $5,000
To support documentation, data tracking, and compliance with CalEPA grant reporting requirements.
Environmental Enforcement Training for Regulatory and LE Personnel: $15,000
To provide targeted training on chemical hazard recognition, environmental sampling activities and sample handling, and environmental violations associated with illegal cannabis cultivation. 
Public Awareness and Community Outreach Materials: $5,000
To develop and distribute educational materials highlighting the dangers of foreign-labeled pesticides, environmental/public health threats associated with illegal grow operations, and how to report suspicious activity.

Total Grant Request: $100,000

	
11.	Provide an appendix with the resumes of key personnel who will be significantly involved in the project, including the project lead.

Project Leads: Siskiyou County Sheriff Jeremiah LaRue and Undersheriff James Randall


12.	Attach letter(s) of commitment, if your proposed project includes the involvement of other organizations. Additionally, provide an estimate of any monetary contributions to the proposed project by these other organizations, and the amounts of other grants sought for or already awarded to the project.

Not applicable. 


13. 	(NOTE: This question applies to proposed training courses only). For proposed training courses, explain how the course will comply with Penal Code sections 14306 or 14307. 

California Specialized Training Institute (CSTI) – Hazardous Materials Investigations (HMI) Course
NEW 24-Hour Illicit Cannabis Operations Investigations
NES 24-HOUR or 40-Hour Illicit Cannabis Operations HAZWOPER Safety
WSP Intro to Environmental Enforcement or Intro to Environmental Crimes 
Annual CHMIA Training Conference 

The proposed trainings comply with Penal Code sections 14306 and 14307 by providing peace officers with instruction on environmental enforcement that encourages the coordination, investigation, and prosecution of environmental laws and regulations. 


14.	(NOTE: This question applies to circuit prosecutor projects only). For circuit prosecutor projects, explain how the project will further the purposes set forth in, and be consistent with, Penal Code section 14309, including, but not limited to, the requirement, if applicable, that participating district attorney offices provide matching funds or in-kind contributions equivalent to, but not less than, 20 percent of the expense of the deputized environmental circuit prosecutor.

N/A



15.	(Note: This question applies to the Commission only, and only if the Commission is seeking additional funding for training). For additional Commission training, show that the training is mandated or there are substantial changes in the law that require the Commission to revise its environmental law courses.
N/A

16.	Attach a certification stating that the applicant and all organizations anticipated to be involved in the project are compliant with all applicable federal, State, and local laws as of the application date.
As of the application date, the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office certifies that it, along with all anticipated partner agencies and organizations involved in the proposed project, are in full compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. This certification includes, but is not limited to, compliance with laws governing environmental protection, public health, evidence handling, and the lawful use of grant funds.

17.	Optional:  Provide any other information requested by the Secretary.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Required Supporting Materials/Documentation:


☒  Budget projections supporting the work-plan narrative.

☒  Resumes of key personnel who will be significantly involved in the project, including the project lead.

☒  Letter(s) of commitment, if your proposed project includes the involvement of other organizations.

☒  A certification stating that the applicant and all organizations anticipated to be involved in the project are compliant with all applicable federal, State, and local laws as of the application date.

☒  Documentation to support the organization’s status, such as a copy of the organization’s IRS determination letter verifying its 501(c)(3) status.


Certification and Signature:

I HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE APPLICANT ORGANIZATION TO COMPLETE AND SIGN THIS APPLICATION ON ITS BEHALF. I CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS APPLICATION, INCLUDING THE WORK PLAN AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION, IS TRUE AND ACCURATE.
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[bookmark: _Hlk197642913]Signature: 			Date: 07/31/2025


Print Name:	 Jeremiah LaRue

Title:  Sheriff

Business Telephone Number:
(530) 841-2900

Business E-Mail Address: jeremiah.larue@siskiyousheriff.org


Thank you for your interest in the CalEPA Environmental Enforcement and Training Grant Program.  You will be notified of the Secretary’s decision concerning this application and any necessary follow-up after the close of the application period.
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