
Staff Report 
Submission Date: April 1, 2026 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: AGN-26-03 Muzinich. Recommendation by Staff to issue a Notice of Non-
Renewal for 15 acres under Williamson Act Contract 71038  

Location: The subject property is located on Oro Fino Road, west of the city of Fort Jones 
on APN 024-480-030; T43N, R9W, S 18, MDB&M. 

Exhibits: A. Contract 71038 
 B. Letter from Property Owner 
 C. Comments 
   

Background and Discussion 

Pursuant to Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves 
and Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), staff continue to survey and review properties under 
Williamson Act contract to verify compliance and determine if commercial agricultural operations 
continue to be the primary use of the property. Additionally, notices are being sent to property 
owners who own property which consists of only a portion of an existing contract. This notice explains 
that they must submit an application requesting their property be rescinded from the existing 
contract and a new contract be issued which consists of only their property. Property owners who 
choose not to apply for their own contract or do not complete the application process are then 
notified that staff will be recommending a Notice of Non-Renewal be issued for their property as 
remaining under the multi-owner contract is not in compliance with the county guidelines.  
 
Staff has discussed compliance issues with the property owner. Ms. Muzinich is not opposed to the 
Notice of Non-Renewal, as noted in Exhibit B.  
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Figure 1 – Subject Property 

Contract and Preserve History - 
Williamson Act Contract 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 71038, noted as Clerk’s Contract 35, as recorded on 
May 5, 1971, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 620, Page 360 (Exhibit A). 

o Consists of 255 acres with two separate property owners (Batistich and Muzinich). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Not Specified. 

Agricultural Preserve 
• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 404 in Book 2. 
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Figure 2 – Property under Existing Contract 71038  

Compliance Issues- 
1. Contract 71038 has two property owners 

o One of the property owners, Muzinich contacted staff about qualifying for a separate 
contract. At 15 acres, the parcel does not meet minimum requirement for acreage.  
 Property owner, Muzinich, has submitted a letter stating she is not opposed to 

non-renewal of her portion of the Williamson Act Contract Exhibit B). 
Analysis 

Williamson Act Contracts are binding agreements between landowners and the county that assume 
the terms of the contract continue to be met, and landowners remain in compliance with County 
Guidelines in exchange for reduced property tax assessments. When it appears to the County that a 
landowner is not complying with county policies, terms of the contract or the land no longer meets 
minimum requirements due to modifications to the property boundaries or development, the County 
will issue a notice of non-renewal upon the property owner. 

As the subject property is not in compliance, as detailed in Background and Discussion, it would be 
appropriate for the County to issue a notice of non-renewal. 

  

Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit A
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Exhibit B
Exhibit B to Staff Report



Craig S. Kay,  Assessor–Recorder 
County of Siskiyou 

311 Fourth Street   ●   Room 108  ●  Yreka, CA  96097-2984 
Assessor (530) 842-8036    ●    Recorder (530) 842-8065    ●    Fax (530) 842-8059 

Disclaimer: Our information is for tax assessment purposes only. The information provided is an estimate only and 
the values provided may not be exact and are subject to change! In addition, please note: adjustments to the values 
provided may be necessary due to any change in ownership of the real property, which has not been valued for 
assessment purposes, (this includes, but not limited to, the transfer of title on real property and/or death of a property 
owner) or the completion of new construction which has not yet been valued for assessment purposes.  This 
information is being provided as a courtesy and does not constitute legal advice. We make no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information provided. The County of Siskiyou and 
the Siskiyou County Assessor’s – Recorder’s Office assumes no liability for the accuracy of the data provided. 

March 24, 2026 

Siskiyou County Community Development Department 
806 S. Main St. 
Yreka, CA 96097 

Attention:  Dianne Johnson 

RE:  Project Application Review Muzinich Agriculture Preserve Amendment (APA-26-03) 

Dear Dianne, 

Enclosed you will find the 2025 Agriculture Preserve assessed values in comparison to the 2025 
XIIIA Values (values that would be assessed if the parcels were not included in a Williamson Act 
Contract). 

Parcel Number: 024-480-030 2025 XIIIA Values 2025 Ag. Preserve Values 
Total Land $17,106 $17,106 
Total Structural Improvements1 $376,701 $376,701 
Mobile Home Personal Property $0 $0 
Fixtures2 $0 $0 
Business Personal Property $0 $0 
Total $393,807 $393,807 
Estimated Annual Taxes (1%): 
(Does not include bonds, etc) 

$3,938.07 $3,938.07 

1 Structural Improvements include but are not limited to residential structures, outbuildings, etc. 
2 Fixtures include but are not limited to an improvement whose use or purpose directly applies to or arguments the 
process or function of a trade, industry, or profession. 

Sincerely, 
Craig S. Kay 
Siskiyou County Assessor-Recorder 

Julie Mercier 
Appraiser 
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