
State of California, County of Siskiyou

Board of Supervisors .

Minute Order, July 1, 2025
i
I

Office of Emergency Services- Discussion direction and possible action re Resolution proclaiminga local
emergency and requesting the Governor to proclaim a State of Emergency due to illegal pesticides and illicit
cannabis operations Resolution 25—109 adopted

1

Office of Emergency Services Director Bryan Schenone appeared before the Board advising of the need to
revised the Resolution. Mr Schenone summarized various revisions within a 26—page red-lined version of the
draft Resolution that had been distributed to the Board and to the Clerk. :f

In response to Supervisor Haupt Mr Schenone advised that threats to members of the public as well as
emergency/fire responders was addressed within the revised Resolution. 3

Discussion followed between members of the Board, Mr Schenone and County Counsel Natalie E5; Reed
regarding the potential negative impacts associated with the dangerous chemicals to groundwater ’during
firefighting efforts, verbiage addressing the need to take immediate actions to protect life property and the
environment within Bullet Point 6 and the Resolution title’5 formatting. .

In response to Supervisor Harris Mr Schenone advised that the testing of emergency/fire responders exposed
to dangerous chemicals was addressedIn Occupational Safety and Hazard Administration (OSHA) guidelines
and that a future muiti—departmental task force would address and create associated testing guidelines in
addition, Mr Schenone advised of ongoing efforts to work with Forest Service representatives concerning tires
locatedIn areas with cannabis grow sites 3

it was moved by Supervisor Kobseff seconded by Supervisor Haupt and carried, following a roll call vote with
Supervisors Valenzuela, Haupt Harris, Kobseff and Ogren voting YES to adopt Resolution 25-109 as
amended/revised, and direct staff to bring the Resolution back every sixty days for consideration of extenision.
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I certify that the foregoing'is a full, true and correct copy of a Minute Order adopted by the Board of Supervisors
Siskiyou County, State of California

ATTEST: Laura Bynum, County Clerk and ex—Officio Clerk of the
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors.

 

By:
 

Deputy
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Submit completed worksheet to:

AgendaWorksheet J Siskiyou County Clerk 311 Fourth St, Rm 201, Yreka CA 96097,
  

 

Regular Z] Time Requested: 3 minutes Meeting Date: July 1, 2025 /]\{‘/
OR
Consent [:1

Contact PersonlDepartment: Joanne Johnson, County Administration Phone: 530-842-8005
 

Address: 1312 Fairiane Road, Yreka CA 96097

Person Appearinngitle: Bryan Schenone, Director of DES and Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff
 

SubjchSummary of Issue:
 

StaffIS presenting for Board consideration and approval a resolution proclaimimg a local emergency due to public
health risks environmental degradation, and frst responder safety concerns arising from the WIdespread presence
ofIIllegal pesticides assomated with illicit cannabIIs cultivation and processing operations

 

Financial 1m pact:

Describe why no financial impact:
 

 

 

N0 *3

YES D Describe impact by indicating amount budgeted and funding source below

Amount:

Fund: Description: Org.: Description:

Account: Description:

Activity Code: Description:
 

LocalPreference: YES [:1 NO 1:]
 

For Contracts - Explain how vendor was selected:

 

Additional Information

 

Recommended Motion:
 

«The Board approves the resolution and directs staff to bring the resolution back every sixty days ‘
for consideration of extension. 9N!
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Reviewed as recommended by policy: SpecialRequests: C/fi’l’

County Counsel /\\

Auditor Certified Minute Order(s) Quantity:

Personnel Other:

CAO   
 

NOTE: For consideration for placement on the agenda, the originai agenda worksheet and backup material must be
submitted directly to the Board Clerk (after reviewing signatures have been obtained) by 1000 am. on the Monday the week
prior to the Board Meeting Revised 810912021
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-109

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU

PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY

AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

REGARDING ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of

Supervisors (“Boar ”) to proclaim the eXistence of a local emergency when Siskiyou

County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the

safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation‘and distribution of foreign—manufactured

pesticides circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a

transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first

responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the

widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and

processing operations; and,
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WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using T

illegal, highly toxic pesticides Unlawfully as fumigants by igniting sawdust-like materials

infused with a cocktail of insecticides (organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids,

chlorinated hydrocarbons), fungicides, and herbicides in aluminum cans placed

throughout enciosed grows structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least

twenty-seven pesticides in various mixtures saturated in the sawdust-like materials of

which nine behave similar to chemical warfare nerve agents by attacking the central

nervous system (i.e., acetylcholinesterase inhibitors), three are listed as California Toxic

Air Contaminants; six are listed by California state agencies as groundwater pollutants;

and nine are listed as California Proposition 65_carcinogens; and,

WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the

County’s Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated

enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic

Chinese—labeled pesticides, as well as other less frequently observed Thai—labeled and

Spanish-labeled pesticide products (see ExhibitA). According to the California

Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), the Chinese—labeled pesticide fumigant
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products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with Siskiyou

County taking the lead on quantity, variety, and frequency of observation. These illicit

products are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English—

language label information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these illegal pesticide fumigant products have been routinely

discovered at illegal cannabis cultivation sites and include pesticides that have never

been approved for use in the United States, such as chlorthiophos, diafenthiuron,

fenobucarb, fuberidazole, isoprocarb, procymidone, and tridemorph, along with other

pesticides that were once approved for use but cancelled due to health and safety

concerns, such as dinoseb and hexachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CaIEPA,

it is unknown at this time what thermal decomposition products (i.e., toxic gases) are

produced by burning a mixture of highly toxic and illegal pesticides that are not

permitted to be used as fumigants; and,

« WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign-iabeied, carcinogenic, teratogenic,

genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are

not authorized for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe

threat to human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, iong—term genetic

abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and

neurological damage, as well as longuterm envirdnmental threats 0f contamination to

soil, air quality, groundwater, surface waters, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, under the Sustainable Groundwater ManagementAct (SGMA), four

of the County's groundwater basins have been designated as medium priority basins,

including the Shasta, Scott, and Butte Valley groundwater subbasins, which are

suetaifiably managed by the Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water Conservation

District acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). Water Quality is a

required sustainable management criterion that the GSA must monitor and report on

annually to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA does not meet the

water quality standards and goals set forth in its Groundwater Sustainability Plans

(GSPS), it risks having a GSP deemed “inadequate” by DWR. This could trigger state

intervention by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), potentially shifting

groundwaterjurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff‘s Office,

taskforce members, game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical

personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these

illicit substances during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,

appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), and proper safety protocols for‘this

new emerging public health threat. Additionally, medical personnel are not equipped or
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trained to properly handle exposures or suspected exposures‘to these illicit products,

which lack the required safety label language that registered pesticide products are 1

required to have per federal and state law; and, “

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county

demonstrate how the smuggiersldistributors of these illegal pesticide products continue ‘

to disregard state and federal regulatory requirements set forth by Cal/OSHA, the 3‘

California Food and Agricultural Code (FAQ), and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,

and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), resulting in worker safety concerns to cultivators and

exploited workers at these illegal grow sites in addition to increased threats to first

responders, resulting in serious medical consequences and occupational hazards for

those exposed to these chemicals during eradication operations conducted by law

enforcement personnel and firefighters during emergency response operations; and,

WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-

trapped, structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection, creating

volatile and life-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire departments

have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide—iaced plastics,

wood, structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds

(VOCS) resulting in hazardous materials incidents, which endanger both first responders ;

and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands immediate

intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat

posed by unmonitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit

cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,

and first responders within the County of Siskiyou, the Siskiyou County Board of

Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall

be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of

Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant '5

to Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for maintaining i

the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by i

the Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby ,.

proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers, ;

functions and duties ofthe Director of Emergency Services and the emergency

m...“ --.--__ _ - .. _..- --_. .. - m. _. M _ _ . .. __.____ _ , ___ .- __.. ._ -m- - um“- .__,_-__-_-..-P
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organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and

resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shalt be forwarded to the

Secretary of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that

the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the

Governortof California with a request that he proclaim the County of Siskiyou to be in a

state of emergency.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1. A coordinated, multi-agency and departmentat emergency response task force

shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sitesiand

illegal operations.

. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with

appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of

exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and

Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff’s

Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,

including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding

from state and federal sources to support enforcement, ciean-up, and public

education efforts.

Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture

Corhmissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise

awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards

associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public

Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture

Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of

Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and

necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this

emergency proclamation, and to coordinate with the Siskiyou County Flood

Control and Water Conservation District (acting as the GSA) to that end.

 _ .. -. - mm- M...“ 4-? - -ooI—— 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular

meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES; Supervisor‘s Vaienzue1a, Haunt, Harm's, Kobseff and Ogren

 

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None s’°“°"""

Nancy Ogren, Chair

Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

Deputy

Concurrence by
Docusigned by:

flmmiah,W
UU“! MSAbUQQUF u.

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff
 

Concurrence by
DocuS‘gned by:

   
 

Bryafi Ac "enone, Director of Emergency Services
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EXHIBITA— EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

Field Reference Guide
 

Product Registration Certificate

 

Package number (upper right on package) Acnve Ingredient and Information

lsogrocarb

1 P02013075!) Chinese characters: iW
Chinese simplified: Y‘I b‘l'ng wéi

 

3.52m

Chinese characters: gfi

Chinese simplified: Yi ang wéi

2 P020096840
‘4“9§§%.
36:: V ‘2

 
 

Pyridaben

This package does not have a registered certificate

number, the primary ingredient is considered

‘toxic if inhaled,’ and tested positive in high

concentrations for several chemicals listed as ‘fatal

if inhaled’. Extreme caatz‘on shouid be exercised.

3 Not listed

 

Low

4 13020130759 Chinese characters: ?rfi

Chinese simplified: Y‘I hing wéi

 

Unknown grimag ingredient

This package does not have a registered certificate

number and, while the primary ingredient could

not be determined, the sample tested positive in

high concentrations for several chemicals Iisted as

’fataI if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be

exercised.

6 Not listed

 

Beta-cygermethrin (translated)

1;,- ~— ~— *- t:
Chinese characters: [mH&éfiflaEa

Chinese simptified: Géoxiéo Ifiqingjdzh?

7 PD20180597       
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| 122453034)

1.9- 1

118-744

19-7

556-61.;45

52458-6

76-5

107534-96-3

I3.7

41243-3

Peslicide

tTetrachloroisophthalonmile)

{beta and zeta)

{BPMC)

(MJPC)

Isamlocyanate

Camamate ’ (Camamic acid, memyf ester)

lso‘hlocyanate (MIIC)

[Trlchlortom

(PCBN)

(pews)

Pesficides Identifiedln the cmnese Labeled Pesucme Fumlgant Pmducts

8359600 lab analysis conducted (bus far, thesemm:products contain a mlxmre alatleasta to :3 aufemmpostlcldes listedbeiow.

Pestlclde Class

Italic Text 3 Suspected Byproduct, Metabolite, a!

Degladate

o! b eta-cypermemrln

Insecticide

Organic compound‘

Insecticide. Not registered for use in

United States.

Pytemroid lnsecflcide

Nat mglstered to: use In me United States‘ IRAC group
12A. Mitochondrlal Llnmbl10:.

Insecticide

herbicide. Reglstmtlcn cancelled In 1991.

toxic when 0|" at skin comacn

Insecticide. Not regulated tor use In the
States.

lnsectic Id 3

Nematlcide

Not registeted for use In the Unfled States.

pestlcide. Considered a pullutam oi
Cancefledlbanned fol use in the flamed States

Fungicide; Hbghly mxlc to hashwater, estuarine.
marine invens: is

Dnsecflcme. Nat Iegisteted {or use in the

Nrethrcld Ingectlcide

Restricted Material!!! OCR 6‘00)

Common Soil Fumlgant Byproduct that is Toxic and

to arid a Inltant.

or degradaie o! Memomyt

Compound. Restricted Material (3 OCR

In sectlcide

ll'l sectlcide

o! marina! Decomp of

Funglclde; No! registered for use In the

States.

Insectlclde

lnsectlclde

Funglcide

Fungicide

Benzimidazole Fungicide; Raptdly deglades to

or Zohenzimkdazote catbamate

Fungicide; Not mgmemdtor use In the Unl‘ed

Acetylcthnesttase lnhlhltot

Toxic MI

comam |man:
3 cca 6866(3)

DOC Festicide List

19 COR 15719

Category! Resldual Pesticide

Category" Residual Pestlcida

Categotyl Residual Pesticide

Category II Resldual Pesticide

Category 3| Reslduat 9estlcide

Categoty ll Residual Pesticide

Catego ry [I Residual Pesticide

Category II Residual Pesticide

6W Pollutant

3 OCR6800
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU
PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY

. AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

(ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

 

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of

Supervisors (“Board") to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou

County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the

safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the

services, personnel, equipment, and facilitiesof this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured

pesticides circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a

transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first

responders, property, and the environment have'arisen in Siskiyou County due to the

widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and

processing operations; and,

WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou COUnty are increasingly using

illegal, highly toxic pesticides unlawfully as fumigants by igniting sawdust—Iike materials

infused with a cocktail of insecticides (orqanophOsphates, carbamates, pvrethroids.
chlorinated hydrocarbons), funqicides. and herbicides in aluminum cans placed

throuqhout enclosed qrows structures. creatinq thick, poisonous smoke: and,

 

WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least

twentv-seven pesticides in various mixtures saturated in the sawdust-like materials of
which nine behave similar to chemical warfare nerve aqentstbv attackinq the central

nervous 5 Stem i..e ace lchOlinesteraseinhibitors three are listed as California Toxic

Air Contaminants: six are listed by California state aqehCies as Groundwater pollutants;

and nine are listed as Proposition 65 carcinogens; and detemineei-that—efiee—igfiited;

the ufiabeled—eeektari—efiaesfieidee



 
 

WHEREAS, Since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the

County’s Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated

enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic

Chinese-labeled pesticides, as well as other less freguently observed Thai-labeled and

Sganish--Iabeled Qesticide QrodudsS(see ExhibitA) Accordinq to the California

Environmental Protection Agency (CaIEPA), the Chinese—labeled gesticide fumigant

products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with .uSiskiyo

Countytaking the lead on Quantity, variem, and freguency of observation. These illicit

roducts are oftenIm ortéd outside of ie al re ulato channels and lack En lish—  

 

WHEREAS, these illegal Q‘esticide fumigant products have been routinely discovered at

ille ‘ al cannabis Cultivation sites and inciude esticides that have never been a roved

for. use in the United States, such as ‘chlorthiophos, diafenthiuron, fenobUcaIb,
   

fuberidazole, isogrocarb, grocymidone, and tridemorgh‘aiong with other pesticides that

Were once abbroVed for use but cancelled due to health and safey concerns, such as

dino’seb and heXachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CaiEPA, it is unknown at this

time what thermal decomposition products (ie. toxic gases) are produced bv burning a

mixture of hiqhiv toxic and illeqal pesticides that are not permitted to be used as

fumigants; land,

 

WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign—Iabeleduniabeieei, carcinogenic, teratogenic,

genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are

not authdrized for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe

threat to human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, long-term genetic

abnormalities, disruption of ceilular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and

neurological damage, as Well as Wiong-term environmental threat§ of



 

 

contamination to soil, air Quality, groundwater, surface waterswatemaye, and wildlife

ecosystems; and,_

WHEREAS, under theSustainable Groundwater ManagementAct (SGMA), .four

of the Countv's Groundwater basins have been desiqnated as medium prioritv basins.

inc’ludinq the Shasta Scott and Butte Valiev Groundwater subbasins which are

sustainablv managed bv the Siskivou County Flood Control and Water Conservation

District acting as the Groundwater SustainabilityAgencv (GSA). Water QualityIs a

reqUired sustainable manaqement Criterion that the GSAmUSt monitor and report on

anmiailv to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA dees not meet the
water aualitv standards and Goals set forth in its Groundwater Sustainability Plans

(GSPS), it risks havinq a GSP deemed “inadequate” bv DWRThis could trigqer state

intervention bv the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Dotentiaiiv shiftinq‘

Groundwater iurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB; and.

WHEREAS, first responders, inciuding deputies from the Sheriff’s Office,

taskforce members, game wardens, county'officials, firefighters, emergency medical

personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these

i_iiicitsubstances WSGOH—S—GFVa-BGHG-Fm-during the course of their duties often

without sufficient warning appropriate personai protective equipment (PPE)—ner—aeeeee

te—deeentammatien-equmem—end—epeteeeis—aee- and proper safety protocols for this

new emerqinq public health threat Additionally medical personnel are not equipped or

trained to properly handleexposures or suspected exposures to these illicit products

which lack the required safety label lanquaqe that reqistered pesticide products are

required to have per federal and state law; and

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county

demonstrate how the smuqcuersidistributors of these illeqal pesticide products continue

to disreqard state and federal requlatorv requirements set forth by Cai/OSHA the

California Food and Agricultural Code (FAG) and the Federal insecticide Funqicide

and Rodehticide Act (FIFRA). resuitinqIn worker safetv concerns to cultivators and

exploited workers at these ilieqei qrciwSites in addition to increased threats to first

responders resultinq'In serious medical consequences and occupationai hazards for

those exDoSed to these chemicals durinq eradication operations conducted by law

enforCement personnel and firefighters during emergency resgonse operations; and,

 



 

WHEREAS, many illicit'cannabis operations are hostile to responders, bpoby-trapped,

structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection; creating volatile and

life-threateningconditions for personnel» entering suchsit’es; and,

WHEREAS, in recent Weeks, responses from local and state fire departments.
have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-Iaced plastics

wood structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organiccompounds

(VOCs) resulting in hazardousmaterials incidents which endanger both first responders

and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposuresdemands immediate

intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and

NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat ;4
posed by unmdnitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit

cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,

and first responderswithin-the County of Siskiyou, the Siskiyou County B'oard of _

Supervisors prc‘zCiaim‘s a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall I
be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is pfoclaimed by the Board of

Supervisors.

-' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the SiSkiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant

to Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for maintaining

the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by

the Board.

n BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby

preclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,

functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency

. organizations of this cdunty shall bethose prescribed by state law, ordinances, and

reéoiutions oftthis county approved by the Board of Supervisore.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy o‘f’this proclamation shall be fomiarded to the
Secretaryof theGovernor’s Office of EmergencyServices (Cal 0E8) with a request that

the Secretary of Cal 0E8 confirm a Secretary3 concurrence.

BE IT FURTHERRESOLVEDythata copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the
Governor of California with ’a request that he proclaim the County offSiskiyou toi'be in a
state of emergency. '

.m- --
 



iT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1.

0'
)

A coordinated; multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force

shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and

illegal operations.

. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with

appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of

exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and

Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff’s

Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,

including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding

from state and federal sources to support enforcement, clean-up, and public

education efforts.

Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture

Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise

awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards

associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public ‘

Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture

Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of

Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and

necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this

"emergency proclamation. and to coordinate with the SiSkivou Countv Flood

ContrOl and Water Conservation District (aetinq as the GSA) to that end.



 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of‘Supervisors at a'regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

 

Nancy Ogren, Chair
- Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: '
LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

By
Deputy
 

Concurrence by

 

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

 

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU.
PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY ‘

AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR T0 PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

_ (ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of (

Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou

County‘is threatened or‘likeiy‘ to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the

safety of persons and property that are or are likely, to be beygnd the control of the

Services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and, _

' WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured

pesticides circumventnfederai and state regulatory oversight and conStitute a4

transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of 'the public, first

responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the

widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and

processing operations; and,

'WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators ,in Siskiyou County are increasingly using

- illegal; highly toxic pesticides Unlawfuiiy as fumigants by igniting sawdust-like materials

5 infused with a cOcktail of insecticides (organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroide,
chlorihated hydrocarbons), fungicides, and herbicides in aluminum cans placed

throughout enclosed grows structures, creating thick, poisonbus smoke; and,

« WHEREAS, mu'ltiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least

twenty-seven pesticidesin vérious mixtures saturated in the “sawdustelike materials of

which nine behave-similar to chemical warfare nerve agents by attacking the central

nervous system (i.e., acetylcholinesterase inhibitors), three are listed as California Toxic

Air Contaminants; six are listed by California'state agencies as grOundwater pollutants;

and nine are listed as California Proposition 65 carcinogens; and, '

_ WHEREAS, since 2023, approxirriately 176 investigations conducted by the

County’s Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated

enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic .

Chinese-labeled pesticides, as well as other iessrfrequently observed Thai-labeled, and

Spanish-labeled pesticide products (see ExhibitA)..According to the California

Environmental Protection Agency (CaiEPA), the Chinese-labeled pesticide fumigant



products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with Siskiyou

County taking the lead on quantity, variety, and frequency of observation. These illicit

products are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English-

language label information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these illegal pesticide fumigant products have been routinely

discovered at illegal cannabis Cultivation sites and include pesticides that have never

been approved for use in the United States, such as chlorthiophos, diafenthiuron,

fenobucarb, fuberidazole, isoprocarb, procymidone, and tridemorph, along with other

pesticides that were once approved for use but cancelled due to health and safety

concerns, such as dinoseb and hexachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CaiEPA,

it is unknown at this time what thermal decomposition products (i.e., toxic gases) are

produced by burning a mixture of highly toxic and illegal pesticides that are not

permitted to be used as tumigants; and,

WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign-labeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic,

genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are

not authorizedfor use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe

threat to human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, iong-term genetic

abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reptoductive harm, and

neurological damage, as well as long-term environmental threats of contamination to

soil, air quality, groundwater, surface waters, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), four

of the County's groundwater basins have been desighated as medium priority basins,

including the Shasta, Scott, and Butte Valley groundwater subbasins, which are

sustainably managed by the Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water Conservation

District acting as the GroundWater Sustainability Agency (GSA). Water Quality is a

required sustainable management criterion that the GSA must monitor and report on

annualiy to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA does not meet the

water quality standards and goals set forth in its Groundwater Sustainability'Pians

(GSPs), it risks having a GSP deemed “inadequate" by DWR. This could trigger state,

intervention by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), potentially shifting

groundwaterjurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff’s Office,

taskforce members, game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical

personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these

illicit substances during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,

appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), and proper safety protocols for this

new emerging public health threat. Additionally, medical personnel are not equipped or

 



I I demonstrate how the -smugglers/distributors of these illegal pesticide products continue

trained to'property handle exposuresorsuspected exposures to these illicit products,-

whichlac’kvthe required safety label language that registered peSticide products are

required to haveper federal and state law; and, ' ‘ I

WHEREAS, several do‘cumented incidents across the state and within the cqunty

to disregard state and federal regulatory requirements set forth by Cal/OSHA,» the

California Food and Agricultural Code (FAG), and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicid‘e,

and RodentiCide Act (FIFRA), resulting ‘in worker safety concerns to‘cuitivators' and
exploited workers atthese illegai’growsites in addition to increased threats to first I

responders, resulting in seriousmedical consequences and occupational hazards for

those exposed to these chemicals during eradication Operations conducted by law A » 1

enforcement personnel and firefighters during emergency response operations; and ;

WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-

trapped, structurally unsound or deliberately designed to evade detectioncreating ’

volatile and life-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

, WHEREAS,In recent weeks, responses from ipcal'and state fire departments

have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-laced plastics,

wood structures and fuel wereactively burning, creating volatile organic compounds

, (VOCs) resultingIn hazardous materials incidents which endanger both first responders

and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands immediate

intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and, ‘ ~ .

NOW THEREFORE BE tT RESOLVED that due to the imminentand ongoing threat

posed by unmonitore'd and unregulated illegal pesticides in Conjunction with illicit

‘cahnabis‘operatiohe to the health and safety of the‘public, the enVironment, waterways, '
and‘first respondersawithin the County of S’iskiyou, the Siskiyou County'Board of. . i
Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that Said local emergency shall i

I be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of

Supervisors.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisore pursuant 5:

to Government Code section 8260(0) shall continue to review the need for maintaining

the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by

the Bdard. ' -

BE iTFURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Beaid or Supervisers hereby
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,

functions and duties of the Director ofEmergency Services and the emergehcy

., A. q .. .- - - ,. w.-- - --,_--- g- _ n - _ __ _i.. __.______ _.___._m -,__.. -..—.. m..- .. m



organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and

resolutions of this county-approved by the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the

Secretary of the Governor’3 Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that

the Secretary of Cal OES cOnfirm a Secretary’3 concurrence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the

Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County ofSiskiyou to beIn a

state of emergency. .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1. A ceordinated, multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force "

shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and

illegal operations.

2. Emergency resodrces shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with

appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of

exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and

Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

3. The County Office of Efnergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff’s

Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,

including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CéaIEPA.

4. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding

from state and federal sources to support enforeement, clean-up, and public

education efforts.

5. Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyeu County AgriCulture

Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication pién to‘raise

awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards

associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

6. All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public.

Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture

Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of

Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and

necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this

emergency proclamation, and to coordinate with the Siskiyou County Flood

Control and Water Conservation District (acting as the GSA) to that end.

 



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular

meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

 

Nancy Ogren, Chair

Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:
LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

By
Deputy
 

Concurrence by

 

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

 

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services



EXHIBITA— EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

» FieldReference Guide
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU
PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY

AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

(ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of

Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou

County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the

services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured pesticides

circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a transnational criminal

threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first

responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the

widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and
processing operations; and,

WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using illegal, 3

highly toxic pesticides unlawfully by igniting sawdust-like materials infused with a

cocktail of unlabeled pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides in aluminum cans inside

grow structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have determined that once ignited, the

unlabeled cocktail of pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides include twelve known

acetylcholinesterase inhibitors causing severe acute and chronic health complications,

eight known carcinogenic pesticides, seven known unregistered agricultural chemicals

in the U.S., six known groundwater pollutants, and three known toxic air contaminants
listed by California; and,

WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the County’s

Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated enforcement

actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic Chinese-labeled
pesticides. as well as other foreign-labeted pesticides (see ExhibitA). These products

are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English-Ianguage

safety information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these pesticides have been routinely discovered at illegal cannabis

cultivation sites and include federally banned substances such as carbofuran and

methamidophos, along with dangerously high concentrations of imidacloprid,

1 i



isoprocarb. pyridaben, chlorfenapyr, dichlorvos. methomyl, dinoseb, chlorothaionil,
cypermethrin, and hexachlorobenzene (HCB); and,

WHEREAS, these unregulated, unlabeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic, genotoxic, and

cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are not authorized
for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe threat to

human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, long-term genetic

abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and
neurological damage, and pose a iong—term environmental threat of contamination to
soil, groundwater, waterways, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff’s Office, taskforce,

game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, and

environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these substances in

gaseous or vapor form during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,

appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), nor access to decontamination
equipment and protocols; and,

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county show

users disregarding guidelines set forth by California pesticide control statutes and

hazardous materials regulations, Cal/OSHA and Cal EPA regulations, and the Federal

insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), which have exposed cultivators

and laborers and incidentally exposed first responders, resulting in serious medical

consequences and occupational hazards for those exposed to these chemicals during
grow operations, law enforcement, and emergency operations; and ,

WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-trapped,

structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection. creating volatile and
iife-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire departments have

increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide—laced plastics, wood,
structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
resulting in hazard0us materials incidents, which endanger both first responders and
nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands immediate

intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat

posed by unmonitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit

cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,

and first responders within the County of Siskiyou, the Siskiyou County Board of

Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergencyxshall

be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Supervisors.

 ., _. am—u :-
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant .
to Government Code section 8260(0) shall continue to review the need for maintaining
the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by
the Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,
functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency
organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and
resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors. i

i

l
I

BE iT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal 0E8) with a request that ;
the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.

l

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the
Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County of Siskiyou to be in a
state of emergency. 1

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT: i

1. A coordinated, muiti-agency and departmental emergency response task force I

shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and 5

illegal operations.

2. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with %

appmpriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of

expoSure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and

Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

3. The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff's
Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,

including, but not limited to,'the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

4. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding

from state and federal sources to support enforcement, ciean-up, and public

education efforts.

5. Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture

Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise

awareness among, residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards

associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

6. All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public

Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture .

Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of .
Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and



necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this

emergency proclamation.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

 

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Nancy Ogren, Chair Siskiyou’ County Board of
Supervisors

ATTEST:

LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

BY 

Deputy

Concurrence by

 

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

 

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services



EXHIBITA— EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

Field Reference Guide
 

Package
Product Registration Certificate

number (upper right on package)
Active Ingredient and Information

 

P020130759

Isogrocarb

Chinese characters: ?rfi

Chinese simpkified: Y‘: hing wéi

 

P020096840

 

Not listed

W

Chinese characters: varfi

Chinese simplified: Yi hing wéi

 

Pyridaben

This package does not have a registered certificate

number, the primary ingredient is considered

‘toxic if inhaied,’ and tested positive in high

concentrations for severat chemicals listed as 'fatal

if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be exercised.

 

P020130759

 

Isogmcarb

Chinese characters: fifi-

Chinese simptified: Yi hing wéi

 

Not listed

Unknown grimam ingwdient

This package does not have a registered certificate

number and, whiie the primary ingredient could

not be determined, the sample tested positive in

high concentrations for several chemicals listed as
’fatal if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be

exercised.
  P02018059?    Beta-ggermeth rin (translated)

?;I. _ 5:? dat- 1:

Chinese characters: [El fiaafiafifi

Chinese simplified: Géoxiéo Iijqingjdzhi
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122453-734)

189743-6

23-8

-8

15-41-8

‘3

19-1

465-08-6

16752476

7

71-3

28-0

107534-963

19-7

Pesticide

{Tetrachlomusapmhalonmule}

(beta and Ieta)

{BPMQ

Fenpmpathrin

Fosthiazate

Fubendazola

(Mme;

isomiocyanate

Carbamale ' (Camamlcacid. math)»: ester)

Isotmocyanaze (MITC)

(1'ttchlotton)

(POEM!

(PCNB}

Pesucldes Identified in the Chinese labeled Pcstlclde Fumigant Products

Base (1 on lab analysls conductedmus far. mese mm:pmducts contain a mixture 0 r at (east3 lo 13 differentpesrlclde s listedaelow.

Pesticide Class

Italic Text =v SuspectedBypmduct, Metabome, or

Degtadate

cf bera-Cypermethrm

Insecticide

organic compound.

lnsecticlde. Nat mglstemd to: use In

United staus.

Pyrethroid Insecticide

for use In the United States. IRAC group

12A. Mitochondrial Inhlbitot.

Insectlclde

herbicld 8. Reglstration cancetled In 1951.
toxlc when at at skin contact.

Insecticide. Not mglstored foruse lathe

State S .

Ins ectlclde

Namauclde

Not mg!s!ered torose In the United states.

pesticide. Considered a pullutant of

Canceuedlbanned fcruse In the united States

Funglcide: Highly toxic to freshwater. estuarine.

matlne inverts: ls

Insecticlde. Not reglstered toruse In the

states.

Pyremmid Insecticide

lnsectlclde‘ Rostrl’med Materiaus COR 6400)

Son Fumlgam Byproducr mans Toxic and

to Skin; and a lm‘tanL

or degradate orMemomyI

Compound. Restrlcted Materiatla OCR

Insecticide

Insecticide

thermal Decomp or

Fungicide; Not reglstered fornse In the

States.

Insecticlde

Insecticide

Fungicida

Fungiclde

Benzlmldazole Fu nglclde; Rapidly degrades to

or z-oemlmaoazole carbamate

NMregistered Iorusc In the unlted

Acetylchouuestrase Inhibitor
OCC Pesticide Us!

19 06815719

Category! Resldual Pesticide

Category II Resldual Pesticide

Yes; Category I Residual Pesticide

Category II Residual Pesticide

Category ResldualPesticide

Category II Restdual Pesticlde

Category II Residual Pesticlde

category“ Resldual Pesticide

toxic Al r
Comam Inant

3 consseom

Prep 65

Listed

6WFoflmani

3 OCR6800

 




