
Staff Report 
Submission Date: January 29, 2026 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: W Criss APA-25-27, Williamson Act Contract No. 72014, Application to rescind 
property from the existing contract and reissue two separate contracts, one farm 
consisting solely of their property with the primary commercial agricultural use 
of Intensive Farming and one ranch with the primary use of livestock grazing and 
feedlot. 

Location: W. Criss Farm - The project site is located south and west of the community of 
Macdoel, on US Highway 97, Myers Road and West Criss Road on APNs 003-430-
010 and 003-430-050, Township 46N, Range 1W, Section 30, MDBM.  

 W. Criss Ranch – A portion of the project site is located north and east of the 
community of Macdoel on Juniper Knoll Road on APN 003-420-170, Township 
46N, Range 1W, Section 16, MDBM and a portion located west of the community 
of Macdoel on Meiss Lake Road on APNs 003-130-030, 003-130-040, 003-130-
160 and 003-130-170, Township 46N, Rang 2W, Sections 22 & 23, MDBM. 

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 72014 
B. Location Map – Farm 
C. Location Map – Ranch  
D. Zoning Map- Farm 
E. Zoning Map – Ranch 
F. NRCS Soils Data and Map – Farm 
G. NRCS Soils Data and Map – Ranch  
H. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire  
I. Existing Contract 72014 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

Wayne and Erin Criss have submitted a request to rescind their properties from the existing 
Williamson Act Contract and reissue two contracts consisting solely of property under their 
ownership. The subject property is approximately 706 acres, which is currently under a contract that 
has multiple property owners.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve or under 
Williamson Act Contract. 
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Parcel Creation 

• APN 003-430-050 and a portion of APN 003-430-010 together are one, approximately 84-acre 
legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on June 11, 1962, in Siskiyou County 
Records in Volume 476 at Page 672. 

• An approximately 82-acre portion of APN 003-430-010 is one legal parcel as described in Grant 
Deed as recorded on June 11, 1962, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 476 at Page 672. 

• APNs 003-130-160 and 003-130-170 together are one 40-acre legal parcel as described as 
Parcel VI in Grant Deed recorded on Juen 21, 1965, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 517 
at Page 398. 

• APNs 003-130-030 and 003-130-040 together are one 400-acre legal parcel as described as 
Parcel VII in Grant Deed recorded on June 21, 1965, in Siskiyou County Records in volume 517 
at Page 398. 

• APN 003-420-170 is one 100-acre parcel as described in Grant Deed recorded on October 2, 
1961, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 467 at Page 501. 
 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 72014 (Clerk’s Record – 91) as 
recorded on February 25, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651 at Page 301. 

Agricultural Preserve 

• The subject property is in Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
Resolution No 184 in Book 4. 
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserve consists of property under several different ownerships, and the 
property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserves should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserves be established consisting only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

W. Criss Farm consists of one 82-acre parcel and one 84-acre parcel, exceeding the 100-acre 
requirement. 
W. Criss Ranch consists of one 100-acre parcel, one 40-acre parcel and one 400-acre parcel, 
exceeding the 100-acre requirement. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1), Non-Prime 
Agricultural (AG-2) and Rural Residential Agricultural (R-R) as shown on the zoning map 
(Exhibit D & E). 

Minimum Parcel Size 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

The subject property consists of parcels ranging from 40 to 400 acres in size, exceeding the 
minimum acreage requirement.  
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Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The Farm contains approximately 83 acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the table 
below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
122 166 IV Irrigated 2:1 83 
Total    83 

 
The Ranch contains approximately 107.9 acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit G).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
102 32 IV 4:1 8 
106 128 IV 4:1 32 
110 3 V 6:1 0.5 
117 22 IV 4:1 5.5 
122 54.5  VI  6:1 9 
133 110 VII 10:1 11 
162 8 VI 6:1 1.3 
171 23 VI 6:1 3.8 
173 20 VI 6:1 3.3 
178 16 VI 6:1 2.6 
165 1.5 IV 4:1 0.4 
180 122 IV 4:1 30.5 

 Total 540   107.9 

Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The portion of the subject property proposed to be included in the farming contract has 
historically been used for and continues to be used for farming. 

The portion of the property proposed to be included in the ranch contract has historically been 
used for and continues to be used for livestock grazing and feedlot/calving area. 

  





Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
January 29, 2026 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment and Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-25-27) 
Administrator Review and Recommendation – Staff Report  Page 6 

 
Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 72014 
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Exhibit B – Location Farm  

 
Exhibit C – Location Ranch Properties 
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Exhibit D – Zoning Farm 

 

Exhibit E – Zoning Ranch Properties 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

167.7 99.8%

142 Leavers sandy loam, drained, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

0.3 0.2%

Totals for Area of Interest 168.0 100.0%

Exhibit F

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

1/28/2026
Page 3 of 3

USDA 
"""' 



Soil M
ap—

Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, C
alifornia, Parts of Siskiyou and M

odoc C
ounties

(APA2527_100)

N
atural R

esources
C

onservation Service
W

eb Soil Survey
N

ational C
ooperative Soil Survey

1/28/2026
Page 1 of 3

41°  49' 55'' N
121°  59' 33'' W

41°  49' 55'' N

121°  58' 31'' W

41°  49' 25'' N

121°  59' 33'' W

41°  49' 25'' N

121°  58' 31'' W

N

M
ap projection: W

eb M
ercator   Corner coordinates: W

GS84
0

300
600

1200
1800 Feet

0
50

100
200

300 M
eters

M
ap Scale: 1:6,540 if printed on A landscape (11" x 8.5") sheet.

S
oil M

ap
 m

ay n
ot b

e valid
 at th

is scale.

Exhibit G



M
A

P LEG
EN

D
M

A
P IN

FO
R

M
ATIO

N

A
rea of Interest (A

O
I)

Area of Interest (AO
I)

Soils
Soil M

ap U
nit Polygons

Soil M
ap U

nit Lines

Soil M
ap U

nit Points

Special Point Features
Blow

out

Borrow
 Pit

C
lay Spot

C
losed D

epression

G
ravel Pit

G
ravelly Spot

Landfill

Lava Flow

M
arsh or sw

am
p

M
ine or Q

uarry

M
iscellaneous W

ater

Perennial W
ater

R
ock O

utcrop

Saline Spot

Sandy Spot

Severely Eroded Spot

Sinkhole

Slide or Slip

Sodic Spot

Spoil Area

Stony Spot

Very Stony Spot

W
et Spot

O
ther

Special Line Features

W
ater Features

Stream
s and C

anals

TransportationR
ails

Interstate H
ighw

ays

U
S R

outes

M
ajor R

oads

Local R
oads

B
ackgroundAerial Photography

The soil surveys that com
prise your AO

I w
ere m

apped at 
1:24,000.

W
arning: Soil M

ap m
ay not be valid at this scale.

Enlargem
ent of m

aps beyond the scale of m
apping can cause 

m
isunderstanding of the detail of m

apping and accuracy of soil 
line placem

ent. The m
aps do not show

 the sm
all areas of 

contrasting soils that could have been show
n at a m

ore detailed 
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each m
ap sheet for m

ap 
m

easurem
ents.

Source of M
ap: 

N
atural R

esources C
onservation Service

W
eb Soil Survey U

R
L: 

C
oordinate System

: 
W

eb M
ercator (EPSG

:3857)

M
aps from

 the W
eb Soil Survey are based on the W

eb M
ercator 

projection, w
hich preserves direction and shape but distorts 

distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the 
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if m

ore 
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from
 the U

SD
A-N

R
C

S certified data as 
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: 
Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, C

alifornia, Parts 
of Siskiyou and M

odoc C
ounties

Survey Area D
ata: 

Version 21, Sep 5, 2025

Soil m
ap units are labeled (as space allow

s) for m
ap scales 

1:50,000 or larger .

D
ate(s) aerial im

ages w
ere photographed: 

O
ct 12, 2022—

O
ct 

17, 2022

The orthophoto or other base m
ap on w

hich the soil lines w
ere 

com
piled and digitized probably differs from

 the background 
im

agery displayed on these m
aps. As a result, som

e m
inor 

shifting of m
ap unit boundaries m

ay be evident.

Soil M
ap—

Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, C
alifornia, Parts of Siskiyou and M

odoc C
ounties

(APA2527_100)

N
atural R

esources
C

onservation Service
W

eb Soil Survey
N

ational C
ooperative Soil Survey

1/28/2026
Page 2 of 3

Exhibit G

□ □ □ 

I l l l l i < I>~ s O 1111 



Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

54.3 54.2%

162 Poman loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

7.9 7.9%

165 Rojo sandy loam, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

1.6 1.6%

173 Searles-Truax-Orhood 
complex, 2 to 15 percent 
slopes

20.1 20.1%

178 Stukel sandy loam, 5 to 30 
percent slopes

16.3 16.3%

Totals for Area of Interest 100.2 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA2527_100
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

102 Capjac silt loam, 0 to 1 percent 
slopes

33.0 7.4%

106 Dehill fine sandy loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

128.9 28.8%

110 Doel sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

3.7 0.8%

117 Eastable loam, 0 to 5 percent 
slopes

22.3 5.0%

133 Kalo stony sandy loam, 5 to 30 
percent slopes

111.9 25.0%

171 Searles-Orhood complex, 30 to 
50 percent slopes

24.7 5.5%

180 Teeters silt loam, 0 to 1 
percent slopes

123.7 27.6%

Totals for Area of Interest 448.1 100.0%
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Owner Name(s):

Parcel Numbers:

Willia on Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

o'oVo 001 .2 A0o o (00

1o [0
c 0 ol

How long have you owned this land?
ooo

Lienholders Ll D

Company Name:
Phone: 570- 273-4204

Type of Agricultural Use:

( Grazing

S Dry pasture acreage 6u r'r r.rr Species

eed of Trust includ^ed in packet I No lienholders for this property

frurrqnn fk- crro,. contact Name:
Email:

/d0
# head l$ /) # days per yr.

# days per yr.tr lrrigated pasture acreage _ Species: # head

n Dry farming acreage Crops grown_ Production per acre

Production per acrell Field crop acreage Crops grown_

Ll Other acreage Type_ Production per acre

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.)

Total Acres in Ag riculturalProduction: ^6tE
J Timber Production acreage Lo)

Timber Production ZOO acres u with _ag use tl only use

Residential ACTES

I Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. ACTES

Ll Surface mining acres Ll with g use only use

Ll Equine pasture and facilities acres Ll with _ag use l_l only use
, Agricultural Enterprises acres tl with _ag use Ll only use

! Open Space

Lr Other

_acres where no ag use is occurring

acres. Description: _
! with ag use . No ag uses

$
L.l

r-.r Conservation Program

Lt With

acres. (attach Conservation EasemenVAgreement)

ag use I I No ag uses
Williamson Act Contracl Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025 Page 4 of 6

tLv
--t-

S Row crop acreage l'1F Crops grown5rrn^lh.rtts Production per acre

Other Uses:

lndicate if thls ls concurrent with the Ag Uses above or the so/e use of the acreage noted
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Land Leased to

Name of owner

Use of land 1r,znd berrtes
Number of acres tqB

I -l-

OJ&ers

f ,+Norr

Lease termination dateTerms of lease

Gertification

D

and ha

Signed

s public lue

7.6-

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city: trYes MNo

Date v/r-t I

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025 Page 5 of 6

*qtdlnl

-

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy

Name of City:

Present Zoning
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