
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 30, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Heim APA-25-09, Williamson Act Contract No. 72014, Application to rescind 
property from the existing contract and reissue a single contract consisting solely 
of their property with the primary Commercial Agricultural Use of intensive 
farming. 

Location: The project site is located adjacent to and east of Highway 97, south and west of 
the community of Macdoel, on APNs 003-430-040 and 003-430-070, Township 
46N, Range 1W, Section 30, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 72014 
B. Location Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. Proposed Ag Preserve 
E. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 
F. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
G. Existing Contract 72014 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

Ms. Lou Ann Heim has submitted a request to rescind her property from the existing Williamson Act 
Contract and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under her ownership. The subject 
property is approximately 96.5 acres, which is currently under a contract that has four different 
property owners.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve or under 
Williamson Act Contract. 
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Parcel Creation 

• APNs 003-430-040 and 003-430-070, together are one parcel as described as Parcel VIII in 
Grant Deed as recorded on June 21, 1965, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 517 at Page 
398.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 72014 (Clerk’s Record - 91) as 
recorded on February 25, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651 at Page 301. 

Agricultural Preserve 

Portions of the subject property are within two different Agricultural Preserves. Each preserve is made 
up of property which is not contiguous or owned in common. 

• Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s Resolution No. 184 in Book 4. 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserves consists of property under several different ownerships and the 
property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserves should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established, meeting all requirements. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

At 96.5 acres, the proposed Agricultural Preserve does not meet the 100-acre minimum 
therefore it should be included with adjacent property to meet this requirement. 

Adjacent property, 189 acres, owned by Lassen Canyon Nursery is within a single preserve 
established by Board Resolution 24-118 on July 2, 2024.  
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Staff recommends amending the existing preserves to remove the subject properties and 
establish a new 285.5 acre preserve (96.5 acres – Heim and 189 acres – Lassen Canyon 
Nursery). (Exhibit D) 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) as shown on 
the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 96.5 acres, the parcel meets the minimum acreage requirement.  
Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 48.25-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit E).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
122 Irr 96.5 IV 2:1 48.25 

 Total 160   48.25 
 

Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The property has historically been used for and continues to be used for intensive farming.  
 

Compatible Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production. 
However, secondary uses that are incidental to or supportive of the commercial agricultural use can 
be allowed. 

Currently there are no other uses occurring on the property. 
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 72014 
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Exhibit B - Location 

 
Exhibit C – Zoning 



Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
September 30, 2025 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment and Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-25-09) 
Administrator Review and Recommendation – Staff Report  Page 7 

 

Exhibit D – Proposed Agricultural Preserve 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

98.5 100.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 98.5 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA-25-09

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

Owner Name(s)

Parcel Numbers

A rn n rn
. o0 3-q30 -0110 DO7 -t130 -o7 0

How long have you owned this land?

Lienholders I Deed of Trust included in packetfl No lienholders for this property

Company Name:
Phone:

Type of Agricultural Use:

L Grazing

r Dry pasture acreage _ Species:

Contact Name:
Email:

# head # days per yr.

- lrrigated pasture acreage _ Species: # head # days per yr.

- Dry farming acreage _ Crops grown_ Production per acre

Production per acreField crop acreage Crops grown_
Row crop acreage Qtr'S Crops grownSlr&ulborri0s Production per acre

- Other acreage Type_ Production per acre

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) SPf inklef
Total Acres in Agricultural Production: 1b,5

with

|l Conservation Program

I With

acres. (attach Conservation EasemenUAgreement)

ag use No ag uses

ll

x

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 4 of 6

It

f Timber Production acreage

Other Uses:

lndicate lf fhls ls concunent with the Ag Uses above or the so/e use of the acreage noted

f Timber Production _ acres f with ag use it only use

u Residential acres

u Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

u Surface mining _ acres I with ag use u only use

L Equine pasture and facilities _ acres n with ag use f, only use

I Agricultural Enterprises _ acres l with ag use a only use

ll Open Space acres where no ag use is occurring

t Other _ acres. Description:

ag use: No ag uses

Exhibit F



Terms of lease

Certification

Land Leased to Others
s,

Name of owner

Use of tand 9fmr;barria s

5urs

Fr Nurser Number of acres 1tn.5

Lease termination date aDaq

EYes trNo

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value.

sign.6*o^t0*,* r#A- Date

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City:

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025
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Present Zoning
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