
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 24, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Proposed Masson APA-23-13, Application to rescind their property from the 
existing contract and reissue a single contract consisting solely of their property 
with the Commercial Agricultural Use of pasture for livestock production and 
forage and intensive farming of grass hay. 

Location: The project site is located on Scala Lane, South of the city of Montague on APNs 
038-051-370, 038-051-320, 038-051-270, 038-051-380, 038-040-510, 038-051-
290, and 038-040-030; T44N, R6W, Sections 4 and 5, MDB&M.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of properties under existing contract 05002 
B. Location Map 
C. Zoning Map 
D. Map of Legal Parcel Boundaries 
E. Proposed Resultant Masson and Shannon Preserve 
F. Proposed Resultant Sousa and Hayden Preserve 
G. NRCS Soils Data and Map 
H. Williamson Act Amendment Questionnaire 
I. Existing Contracts and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The property owners submitted an application on June 27, 2023, which requests to rescind their 
property from the existing Williamson Act Contract and reissue a contract consisting solely of 
property under their ownership. The subject property is approximately 80.38 acres.  

During the initial review, it was found that a 0.56-acre portion of one parcel and a 1.06-acre portion of 
another parcel (shown in Exhibit D) that is proposed to be included in the Williamson Act Contract is 
not under Williamson Act Contract. As these portions are utilized as part of the agricultural operation, 
they should be included in the proposed contract. 
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Parcel History 
Parcel Creation 

• APNs 038-040-030, 038-040-510, 038-051-290, 038-051-310 and 038-051-370 together are 
one 41.16 acre legally created parcel as Parcel E of Boundary Line Adjustment, which was filed 
for record on in the Siskiyou County Recorder’s Office on April 11, 2017, as Document No. 17-
0002836.  

*A 0.56-acre portion (APN 038-051-310) of this parcel is not under Williamson Act 
Contract. 

• APNs 038-051-270, 038-051-320, 038-051-330 and 038-051-380 together are one 40.84 acre 
legally created parcel as Parcel F of Boundary Line Adjustment, which was filed for record on in 
the Siskiyou County Recorder’s Office on April 11, 2017, as Document No. 17-0002836.  

*A 1.06-acre portion (APN 038-051-330) of this parcel is not under Williamson Act 
Contract 

(Legal Parcel boundaries shown in Exhibit D) 

Williamson Act Contract 

• 80.38 acres of the subject property is encumbered by Williamson Act Contract as recorded 
December 20, 2004, as Document No. 2004-0020375, in the Siskiyou County Records. The 
contract is also identified as Assessor’s Contract No. 05002 and Clerk’s Record No. 525. 

*1.62 acres are not encumbered by a Williamson Act Contract. 

Agricultural Preserves 

• 80.38 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve established by Board 
Resolution No. 04-186, adopted on October 19, 2004.  

*1.62 acres are not within an Agricultural Preserve.  
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or contiguous.  

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The existing Ag Preserve consists of property under three different ownerships and the 
property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established. Because the subject property is less than 100 
acres in size (the minimum acreage requirement for the establishment of a preserve) adjacent 
property must be included in the preserve.  

Staff recommends a new 127.02-acre preserve be created consisting of the subject property 
(Masson 82 acres) with the adjacent Shannon 45.02 acres (Exhibit E). 

Additionally, the remaining 74.9 acres in the existing preserve, owned by Sousa does not meet 
the minimum acreage requirement for an individual preserve, therefore the Sousa property 
must be addressed.  

Staff recommends a second, 469.9-acre preserve be created consisting of the 74.9-acre Sousa 
property along with the adjacent 395-acre Hayden property (Exhibit F). Each of these 
properties is currently in an existing preserve which also consists of noncontiguous properties 
under different ownerships. 
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Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-
Prime Agricultural (AG-2) as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 41.16 and 40.84 acres, the parcels meet the minimum acreage requirement.  

Legal Parcel Inclusion – Increase in Acreage 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, an increase in Ag Preserve and Williamson Act Contract is 
considered to be a significant increase if it is more than 2.5 percent of the contracted property but 
not to exceed 25 acres or as determined by the Board of Supervisors and advised by the Administrator 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Only 40.6 acres of the 41.16-acre parcel and 39 acres of the 40.84-acre parcel is under contract 
(Exhibit D). The entire legal parcel should be included in the new contract. 
The proposal would increase the acreage under contract by 1.62 acres, which could be 
considered less than significant as it is not more than 25 percent and is not more than a 25-
acre increase. 

Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains mostly Class III soils and contains approximately 66-acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils as shown in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit G).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
217 Irrigated 44 III 1:1 44 
222 Irrigated 19.5 VI 3:1 6.5 
155 Irrigated 9 III 1:1 9 
155 dry 6 III 2:1 3 
147 Irrigated 2 III 1:1 2 
218 Irrigated 1.5 III 1:1 1.5 
Total 82   66 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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Exhibit E - Proposed resultant Masson and Shannon Ag. Preserve 

 
Exhibit F – Proposed resultant Sousa and Hayden Ag. Preserve 



Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
(APA-23-13)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

147 Duzel gravelly loam, 9 to 15 
percent slopes

2.7 3.3%

155 Hilt sandy loam, 2 to 15 
percent slopes

13.9 16.9%

217 Salisbury clay loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

44.2 53.5%

218 Salisbury clay loam, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

1.8 2.2%

219 Salisbury gravelly clay loam, 0 
to 5 percent slopes

0.4 0.4%

222 Settlemeyer loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

19.5 23.7%

Totals for Area of Interest 82.5 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part APA-23-13

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

5/14/2025
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Board of Supervisors
County of Siskiyou

Owner's Name:

Agricultural Production Questionnaire

alt t\ vl Address: ?9S d^

Parcel numbers: l- 00 l-3.1D 038-or - llo o3B-os t-38o
- )sl- rD D3 -0 o-030

How long have you owned this landz Srnce D-cembr o( a}a
Type of Agricultural Use:

.t Carrying capacity

Carrying capacity

per year

Dry pasture acreage

lnigated pasture acreage bo P6"ff
Dry farming acreage _ Crops Grown

Field crop acreage 52,"1 Crops Grown

Production per acre

Production per acre 2 irn
Type of lrrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) ,{d" ut o-N ghnc{,

Row crop acreage Crops Grown Production per acre

Fees paid

Production per acre

Other lncome and Compatible Uses: d/a
Hunting rights $_ per year acres-Fishing Rights $ 

-per 

year 

-
Other recreation rights $

Mining and exploration $

per year _ type

type

Quarrying $- per year 

- 

type

Other $ per year type

type

type

Othe $

{- 2 rnrr

I per year

per yearoth $

Additional descri ption of use(s) listed above and other compatible uses that do not result in income

anA

Page I of 9

GraTing AUM 

- 

Term-
Other acreage _ Type

Rev.2021
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Land Leased to Others: Nia
Name of Owner Number of acres

Use of landRental fee per acre

Terms of lease Lease termination date

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Percent to owner Acres

Remarks on lncome, etc.:
The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value

Signed:

Please return th rm to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with your Agricultural Preserve
application. lt is a prerequisite to your property being placed in the Open Space Agricultural Preserve
Land Act, as adopted by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors. Adopted November 28, 1972.

Rev.2021 Page 9 of I

Date: 92[,laoa3
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