State of California, County of Siskiyou
Board of Supervisors |
Minute Order, July 1, 2025

1
1

Office of Emergency Services - Discussion, direction and possible action re Resolution proclalmrng a local
emergency and requesting the Governor to proclarm a State of Emergency due to illegal pesticides and illicit
cannabis operations. Resolution 25-109 adopted.

l

Office of Emergency Sefvices Director Bryan Schenone appeared before the Board, advising of the n'eed to
revised the Resolution. Mr. Schenone summarized various revisions within a 26-page red-lined version, of the
draft Resolution that had been distributed to the Board and to the Clerk. f

In response to Supervisor Haupt, Mr. Schenone advised that threats to members of the public as well as

emergency/fire responders was addressed within the revised Resolution. ;

Discussion followed between members of the Board, Mr. Schenone and County Counsel Natalie E.i Reed
regarding the potential negative impacts associated with the dangerous chemicals to groundwater ’durmg
firefighting efforts, verbiage addressing the need to take immediate actions to protect life, property and the
environment within Bullet Point 6 and the Resolution title’s formatting. .

In response to Supervisor Harris, Mr. Schenone advised that the testing of emergencyffire responders exposed
to dangerous chemicals was addressed in Occupational Safety and Hazard Administration (OSHA) guidelines
and that a future multi-departmental task force would address and create associated testing guidelines. In
addition, Mr. Schenone advised of ongoing efforts to work with Forest Service representatives concerning fires
located in areas with cannabis grow sites. .s

It was moved by Supervisor Kobseff, seconded by Supervisor Haupt and carried, following a roll call vote with
Supervisors Valenzuela, Haupt, Harris, Kobseff and Ogren voting YES to adopt Resolution 25- 109 as
amended/revised, and direct staff to bring the Resolution back every sixty days for consideration of extension.
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| certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a Minute Order adopted by the Board of Supervisors,
Siskiyou County, State of Cahforma

ATTEST: Laura Bynum, County Clerk and ex-Officio Clerk of the
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors.

By:

Deputy
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Submit completed worksheet to:

Agenda Worksheet I Slskiyou County Clerk, 311 Fourth St Rm 201, Yreka, CA 96097 '

Regular [X Time Requested: 3 minutes Meeting Date:  July 1, 2025 /] (‘ J
OR

Consent [

Contact Person/Department: _Joanne Johnson, County Administration Phone: 530-842-8005

Address: 1312 Fairlane Road, Yreka CA 96097
Person Appearing/Title: _Bryan Schenone, Director of OES and Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Subject/Summary of Issue:

Staff is presenting for Board consideration and approval a resolution proclaiming a local emergency due to public
health risks, environmental degradation, and first responder safety concerns arising from the widespread presence
of illegal pesticides associated with illicit cannabis cultivation and processing operations.

Financial Impact:
Describe why no financial impact:

NO X

YES [ Describe impact by indicating amount budgeted and funding source below

Amount:

Fund: Description: Org.: Description:
Account: Description:

Activity Code: Description:

Local Preference: YES [ NO [T

For Contracts ~ Explain how vendor was selected:

Additional Information

Recommended Motion:

x

The Board approves the resolution and directs staff to bring the resolution back every sixty days ‘

for consideration of extension. g)y!
€
b‘ ¢

X0
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N {
Reviewed as recommended by policy: Special Requests: Oﬁm
County Counsel /\\ N
Auditor Certified Minute Order(s) Quantity:
Personnel Other:
CAO

NOTE: For consideration for placement on the agenda, the original agenda worksheet and backup material must be
submitted directly to the Board Clerk (after reviewing signatures have been obtained) by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday the week
prior to the Board Meeting. Revised 8/09/2021
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-109

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU

PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY
AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

REGARDING [LLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of
Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou
County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured
pesticides circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a
transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first
responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the
widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and
processing operations; and,

o an v s gt o e m

WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using

illegal, highly toxic pesticides unlawfully as fumigants by igniting sawdust-like materials
infused with a cocktail of insecticides (organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids,
chlorinated hydrocarbons), fungicides, and herbicides in aluminum cans placed
throughout enclosed grows structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

WHEREAS, muitiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least
twenty-seven pesticides in various mixtures saturated in the sawdust-like materials of
which nine behave similar to chemical warfare nerve agents by attacking the central
nervous system (i.e., acetylcholinesterase inhibitors), three are listed as California Toxic
Air Contaminants; six are listed by California state agencies as groundwater pollutants;
and nine are listed as California Proposition 65 carcinogens; and,

WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the
County’s Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated
enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic
Chinese-labeled pesticides, as well as other less frequently observed Thai-labeled and
Spanish-labeled pesticide products (see Exhibit A). According to the California
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), the Chinese-labeled pesticide fumigant

!

!
:

)



Docusign Envelope [D: D35882FD-ECAS5-47F8-8E0B-3C4380E84769

products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with Siskiyou
County taking the lead on quantity, variety, and frequency of observation. These illicit
products are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English-
language label information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these illegal pesticide fumigant products have been routinely
discovered at illegal cannabis cultivation sites and include pesticides that have never
been approved for use in the United States, such as chlorthiophos, diafenthiuron,
fenobucarb, fuberidazole, isoprocarb, procymidone, and tridemorph, along with other
pesticides that were once approved for use but cancelled due to health and safety
concerns, such as dinoseb and hexachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CalEPA,
it is unknown at this time what thermal decomposition products (i.e., toxic gases) are
produced by burning a mixture of highly toxic and illegal pesticides that are not
permitted to be used as fumigants; and,

- WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign-labeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic,
genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are
not authorized for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe
threat to human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, long-term genetic
abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and
neurological damage, as well as long-term environmental threats of contamination to
soil, air quality, groundwater, surface waters, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), four
of the County's groundwater basins have been designated as medium priority basins,
including the Shasta, Scott, and Butte Valley groundwater subbasins, which are
sustainably managed by the Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). Water Quality is a
required sustainable management criterion that the GSA must monitor and report on
annually to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA does not meet the
water quality standards and goals set forth in its Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(GSPs), it risks having a GSP deemed “inadequate” by DWR. This could trigger state
intervention by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), potentially shifting
groundwater jurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff's Office,
taskforce members, game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical
personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these
illicit substances during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), and proper safety protocols for this
new emerging public health threat. Additionally, medical personnel are not equipped or
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trained to properly handle exposures or suspected exposures to these illicit products,
which lack the required safety label language that registered pesticide products are !
required to have per federal and state law; and, .

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county
demonstrate how the smugglers/distributors of these illegal pesticide products continue
to disregard state and federal regulatory requirements set forth by Cal/OSHA, the |
California Food and Agricultural Code (FAC), and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), resulting in worker safety concerns to cultivators and
exploited workers at these illegal grow sites in addition to increased threats to first
responders, resulting in serious medical consequences and occupational hazards for
those exposed to these chemicals during eradication operations conducted by law
enforcement personnel and firefighters during emergency response operations; and,

WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-
trapped, structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection, creating
volatile and life-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire departments
have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-laced plastics,
wood, structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) resulting in hazardous materials incidents, which endanger both first responders :
and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands immediate
intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat
posed by unmonitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit
cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,
and first responders within the County of Siskiyou, the Siskiyou County Board of
Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall |
be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant |
to Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for maintaining |
the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by |
the Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby !
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers, :
functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency

———— - — - - PR — PR — - . - - _— e e - - = - - - v o e e M e e ot ———— o——— o
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organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and
resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that
the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the
Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County of Siskiyou to be in a
state of emergency.

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1.

A coordinated, multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force
shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and
illegal operations.

. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with

appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of
exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and
Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff’'s
Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,
including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding

from state and federal sources to support enforcement, clean-up, and public
education efforts.

Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise
awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards
associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public
Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of
Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and
necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this
emergency proclamation, and to coordinate with the Siskiyou County Flood
Control and Water Conservation District (acting as the GSA) to that end.

e we A n e ——— i —— o - - .
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors valenzuela, Haupt, Harris, Kobseff and oOgren

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: none Slgned by:
(—"’”“?”‘2"‘“
Nancy Ogren, Chair
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:

LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

DocuSigned by:

Deputy

Concurrence by

DocuSigned by:

ﬁmmiah, s

WIABIORBALURADT

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

DocuSigned by:

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services
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EXHIBIT A—- EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

Field Reference Guide

Product Registration Certificate

Package number (upper right on package) Active ingredient and Information
Isoprocarb
, | Pp20130759 Chinese characters: 5% PJ

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

lsoprocarb
2 PD20096840 e Chinese characters; %ﬁ
yEn i N . opr s Lw o
',,5 .., 73 | Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi
Pyridaben

This package does not have a registered certificate
number, the primary ingredient is considered
“‘toxic if inhaled,’ and tested positive in high
concentrations for several chemicals listed as ‘fatal
if inhaled”. Extreme caution should be exercised.

3 Not listed

Isoprocarb
4 | PD20130759 Chinese characters: S5 P

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

Unknown primary ingredient

This package does not have a registered certificate
number and, while the primary ingredient could
not be determined, the sample tested positive in
high concentrations for several chemicals listed as
‘fatal if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be
exercised.

6 Not listed

Beta-cypermethrin (translated)
= 5k G A AN RS
Chinese characters: [&) ﬁ%%% EE

Chinese simplified: Gaoxiao lligingjuzhi

7 PD20180597
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pesticides ldentitiedin the Chinese Ladeled Pestictde Fumigant Products
Basedon ish analysis conducted thus far, these lfliclt products contain » mixture of atleast 3 t 13 ditferent posticides listod below.

Pesticide Class Yoxic Alr
t
CAS Pesticide Tralic Text = Susp yp. , Metabolite, or Acetylchalnestrase inhibitor D‘;‘; z::: :?;;'g“ PS;':;S Contaminant 3”;2;‘;‘::
Degradate 3CCR6860(3)
39515-51-0 3-Phenoxybenzaldenyde iy diate of beta-Cyp i
122453.73.0 Chlorfenapyr Pyreoles insecticide Yes; Category | Resldual Pesticide
1897-45-6 Chi {Tetrac ile) Fungi Organic d Yes Yes
M 21923-23-9 Chlerthiophos [o phosph ¢ icide, Not regi: dforuse in v *
X the United States, &
52315-07-8 Cypermethiin {beta and 2eta) Pyrerhrold Insecticide ves Yes; Category §l Residual Pesticide
B0080-09-9 Dilafenthiuron Notregistered foruse in the United States. |RAC group
12A. Mitochondrlat i
62-73-7 Dichlovos Organophosphate Insecticida Yes Yes; Category | Residual Pesticide Yes Yes
Pes-es-y Dinoseb Dinitrop Regl din1991.
Highty toxic when Ingesting, inhaling or at skin contact.
3766-81-2 Fenobucarb {BPMC) Carbamate Inseciicide. Notregisteredforuse inthe v
Unlted States. es
39515-45-8 Fenpropathrin Fyrethroid Insecticide v Yes
es
98886-44-3 Fosthlazate Organophosphate Nematicide v Yes
es
3878-18-1 Fuberidazole Fungicide. Notregistered foruse in the United States,
118-74-1 Hexachlorobenzene org: p Considered ap of Yes
concern. Cancelled/banned foruse in the United States
365734-18-7 fprodione F ; Highly toxle to freshwater, estuarine, Yes Yes
and marine invers; Primary I 3,5~
2631-40-5 Isoprocarb (MIPC) Carbamate Insecticlde. Notregisterad foruse inthe
|United States, Yes
814656-08-6 Lambda-cyhatothrin Pyrethrold Insecticide ve
es
18752-77-5 Methomyl Carbamate Insecticide. Restricted Materal {3 CCR 6400) Yes Yas; Category J] Resldual Pesticide Yes
35266-49-0 Methoxycarbonyt Isathiocyanate > Soit Furnigant Byp t that is Toxic and
Corrasive to Skin; arid a Respiratory irritant.
BYY-58-0 rMetnyl Carbamate” (Carbamic acid, methyt ester) iteor of Yes
556-61-8 Methyi Isothiocyanate (MITC) [&] {tur Comp d. Materiat{3 CCR Yes
) 6400)
52-68-6 Metrifonate (Trichlorion) Organophasphate insecticide Yes
300-76-5 Naled Organophosphate insecticide Yes Yes; Category 1 Resldual Pesticide Yes
20925-85-3 Pentachiarobenzonitrile (PCEN) Byproduct of thermat Decomp of
Pentachloronitrobenzene
82-68-8 Pentachloronitrobenzene (PCN8) Crganochlorine Yes; Category i Residual Pesticide Yes
32809.16-8 Procymidone D F Ide; Not regl foruse It the Yes
United States.
41198-08-7 Profenofos & phosph
Yes
96489-71-3 Pyridaben Pyric £ Yes; Category i Resldual Pesticide
53112-28-C Pyrimethanil Anilli Based Fy id,
107534-86-3 Tebuconazole Triazole Funglcide Yes; Categary Il Residual Pesticide Yes
36734+18.7 Thicphanate-Methyl ic Benzimidazole Fungicide; Rapidly degrades to Yes Yes
C; or methyl b
81412-43-3 Tridemarph O Fi de; Notreg foruse inthe Unlted
States.
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPEFéVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU
PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY
, AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY
(ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of
Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou
County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured
pesticides circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a
transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first
responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the
widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and
processing operations; and,

WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using
illegal, highly toxic pesticides unlawfully as fumigants by igniting sawdust-like materials
infused with a cocktail of insecticides (organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids,
chlorinated hydrocarbons), fungicides, and herbicides in aluminum cans placed
throughout enclosed grows structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least

twenty-seven pesticides in various mixtures saturated in the sawdust-like materials of
which nine behave similar to chemical warfare nerve agents by attacking the central
nervous system (i.e.. acetylcholinesterase inhibitors), three are listed as California Toxic
Air Contaminants: six are listed by California state agencies as groundwater pollutants;

and nine are listed as Proposition 65 carcinogens; and, determined-that-enee-ignited:
the unlabeled-cocktail-ef pesticides;




WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the
County’s Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated
enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic
Chinese-labeled pesticides, as well as other |ess frequently observed Thai-labeled and

Spanish-labeled pesticide products (see Exhibit A). According to the California

Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), the Chinese-labeled pesticide fumigant
products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with Siskiyou

County taking the lead on quantity, vanem, and frequency of observation. These illicit
roducts are often im orted OUtSIde of legal regulato channels and lack English-

WHEREAS, these illegal pesticide fumigant products have been routinely discovered at
illeaal cannabis cultivation sites and include pesticides that have never been approved

for use in the United States, such as chlorthiophos, diafénthiuron, fenobucarb,
fuberidazole, isoprocarb, procymidone, and tridemorph along with other pesticides that
were once approved for use but cancelled due to health and safety concerns, such as

dinoseb and hexachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CalEPA., it is unkhown at this
time what thermal decomposition products (i.e., toxic gases) are produced by burning a

mixfure of hlthv toxic and illegal pesticides that are not permitted to be used as

fumigants; ‘and,

WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign-labeleduniabeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic,
genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are
not authorized for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe
threat to human health, including but not limited to acute paisoning, long-term genetic
abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and
neurological damage, as well as and-pose-a-long-term environmental threats of



contamination to soil, air guality, groundwater, surface watérswaterways, and wildlife
ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), four

of the County's groundwater basins have been designated as medium priority basins,
including the Shasta, Scott, and Butte Valley groundwater subbasins, which are
sustainably managed by the Siskiyou Countv Flood Control and Water Conservation
District acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). Water Quality is a
required sustainable management criterion that the GSA must monitor and report on
annually to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA does not meet the
water quality standards and goals set forth_in its Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(GSPs), it risks having a GSP deemed “inadequate” by DWR. This could trigger state
intervention by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), potentially shifting
groundwater jurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB: and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff's Office,
taskforce_members, game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical
personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these
illicit substances in-gaseocus-orvapeorform-during the course of their duties, often
without sufficient warning, appropriate personal protective equ1pment (PPE)-noraccess
to-decontaminationequipment-and-protocels—and; and proper safety protocols for this
new emerging public health threat. Additionally, medical personnel are not equipped or
trained to properly handle exposures or suspected exposures to these illicit products,
which lack the required safety label language that registered pesticide products are
required to have per federal and state law; and.

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county
demonstrate how the smugglers/distributors of these illegal pesticide products continue
1o dlsreqard state and federal requlatory requirements set forth by Cal/OSHA. the
California Food and Agricultural Code (FAC), and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), resulting in worker safety concerns to cultivators and
exploited workers at these illegal grow. Sites in addition to increased threats to first
responders, resulting in serious medical consequences and occupational hazards for
those exposed to these chemicals during eradication operations conducted by law

enforcement personnel and firefighters during emergency response operations; and,




WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-trapped,
structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection, creating volatile and
life-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire departments .
have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-laced plastics,
wood, structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) resulting in hazardous materials incidents, which endanger both first responders
and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands lmmedlate
intervention to address the escalatlng local emergency; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat - -
posed by unmonitored -and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit
cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,
and first responders- within-the County of Siskiyou, the Sigkiyou County Board of ;
Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall
be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Super\nsors

I BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant
to Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for mamtalnmg

the local emergency at least once every 60 days untll its termination is proclalmed by
the Board.

- BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,
functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency

. organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and
resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that
the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDIhat‘a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the

Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County of Siskiyou to be in a
state of emergency. '

- -




IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1.

o

A coordinated,; multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force
shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and
illegal operations.

. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with

appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of
exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and
Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff’'s
Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,
including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding
from state and federal sources to support enforcement, clean-up, and public
education efforts.

Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise
awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards
associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public .
Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of
Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and
necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this

emergency proclamation, and to coordinate with the Siskiyou County Flood

Control and Water Conservation District (aCtinq as the GSA) to that end.




PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Nancy Ogren, Chair
- Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: -
LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

By
Deputy

Concurrence by

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services




EXHIBIT A - EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

Field Reference Guide

Package

Product Registratio‘ntertiﬁcate
number {upper right on package}

Active Ingredient and Information

PD20130759

Isoprocarb
Chinese characters: ;ﬁ

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

PD20096840

Not listed

PD20130759

Not listed

LS
REIRY. PaNL. XL

B8 AR hEI AN,

Isoprocarb
Chinese characters: E ﬁ

Chinese simplified: ¥} bing wéi

Pyridaben

_This package does not have a registered certificate

number, the primary ingredient is considered
‘toxicif inhaled,’ and tested positive in high
concentrations for séveral chemicals listed as ‘fatal
if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be exercised.

Isaprocarb
Chinese characters: ;W

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

Unknown primary ingredient

This package does not have a registered certificate
number and, while the primary ingredient could
not be determined, the sample tested positive in
high concentrations for several chemicals listed as
‘fatal if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be
exercised.

PD20180597

Beta-typérmethrin (translated)

Chinese characters: Eﬁﬁ %gﬁﬁg

Chinese simplified: Gaoxiao lliqingjazhi
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Pesticides Identifledin the Chinese Labeled Pesticide Fumigant Praducts
Basedoniad thus far, these iilcitp contain arixty o 13
Pestieide Class Toxie AlF
CAS Peaticide HaticText= or Acetyichelinestrase Inhibltor D‘;ﬁ pc:;: 157 3:’" ::‘::: Contaminant ‘;"z:;lg:::‘
Degradate 3 CCRB860{a)
39515-51-0 3.Phenoxybenzaldehyde diate of beta-Cyp
|122453-73~0 Chiortenapyr Pyrrales Insecticide Yes; Categary 1 Residual Pesticide
I1897-4$-6 Cl 1 { p ) Fungicide. Organle campound. Yos Yes
21923-23-9 Chiorthiophos O ide. Notreql foruse in v
the United States. s
523315-07-B Cypermethiin {beta and zeta) Pyrethroid Insecticide ves Yes; Category Il Reslduat Pesticlde
BO060-08-9 Dilatenthluson Notregisterad for use Inthe United Statas. |RAC group
124 M . PR
62.73-7 ; Dichisrvos Organaphesphate insecticlde Yes Yes; Category | Residual Pesticlde Yes Yes
88-85-7 Dinoseb 1 ph L n31991.
Highly toxie when ingesting, inhaling or at 5kin contact,
3766-81-2 Fenobucark (8PMC) [od Not dtor use Inthe Y
United States. hid
39515-41-8 Fenpropathrin |Fyrethroid tnsecticide Yes Yes
98B86-44-3 Fosthiazate Osganophosphate Nematicide Yes Yes
3878-19-1 Fuberidazole Fungicide. Notragistared for use Inthe United States.
118-741 Hexachlorobenzens O P Considered ap of Yes
concern, Cancalled/banned tor usaIn the Unlted States
38734-18-7 Iptadiane Systemic Fungliclde; Highly toxic to freshwater, estuatine, Yes Yes
and marine inverts; Primary degradate is 3,8~
26831-40-5 Isoprocarb {MIPC) Carbamate Insecticide. Not registered forusa inthe ¥
United States, il
91465-08-6 Lambda-cyhatothrin Pyrethroid Insecticide Yes
16752.72-S Methomyt C: icide. R leted (BCCRe400) ves Yes; Category Il Rpsiduat Pesticide Yes
45266-45-0 y [ Soil Fumigant Byproduct that is Toxic and
Corrosive Yo Skin} and 3 Respiratory liritant.
598-55-0 Methyl Cerbamate* {Carbamis acid, memyt ester) or of Yes
558-61-8 Methyt sethiocyanate (MITG) =] ltur Compound. {3CCR Yes
6400)
52-68-6 Matrifenate (Trichiorfon) Drganophosghate insecticide Yes
300-76-5 Nated Organophosphate insecticlde Yes Yes; Category |l Hesidual Pesticids ¥Yos
20825-85-3 Pentachiorobenzonirile (PLBN} Byproduct of Thermal Becomp of
Pentachloronirobenzene
82-65-8 Pentachioronitrabenzene (PONB} Qrganochlorine Yes; Category IL Residuat Pesticlde ¥es
B2B0G.18-8 Procymitone Dicarbaximide fungkide; Notregistered foruse Inthe Yes
Unfted States.
41198-08-7 Profennios Oiganophosphate Insecticide Yes
BE4B0-71-3 Pysidaben I {gld Yes; Categary I Residual Pesticide
53112-28-0 Pysimethanit L imidl Based F
107534-86-3 Tebuconazole Telazole Fungiclde Yes; Category il Residuat Pesticide Yes
36734-19-7 Thiephanate-Methyl le Fungicide; Rapldly to Yes Yes
car o methyl 2-b.
81412-43-3 Tridemorph O Fungiclde; Nat forusa inthe United
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU
PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY '
AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY
~ (ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of
Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou
County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this Cb,unty; and,

 WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured
pesticides circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a
transnational criminal threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first
responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the
widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and
processing operations; and,

"WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using
-~ illegal, highly toxic pesticides unlawfully as fumigants by igniting sawdust-like materials
~ infused with a cocktail of insecticides (organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids,
chlorinated hydrocarbons), fungicides, and herbicides in aluminum cans placed
throughout enclosed grows structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

- WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have identified the presence of at least
twenty-seven pesticides in various mixtures saturated in the sawdust-like materials of
which nine behave similar to chemical warfare nerve agents by attacking the central
nervous system (i.e., acetylcholinesterase inhibitors), three are listed as California Toxic
Air Contaminants; six are listed by California state agencies as groundwater pollutants;
and nine are listed as California Proposition 65 carcinogens; and, ‘

- WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the
County's Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated
enforcement actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic -
Chinese-labeled pesticides, as well as other less frequently observed Thai-labeled and
Spanish-labeled pesticide products (see Exhibit A). According to the California
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), the Chinese-labeled pesticide fumigant



products have been found in eighteen counties throughout California with Siskiyou
County taking the lead on quantity, variety, and frequency of observation. These illicit
products are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English-
language label information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these illegal pesticide fumigant products have been routinely
discovered at illegal cannabis cultivation sites and include pesticides that have never
been approved for use in the United States, such as chlorthiophos, diafenthiuron,
fenobucarb, fuberidazole, isoprocarb, procymidone, and tridemorph, along with other
pesticides that were once approved for use but cancelled due to health and safety
concerns, such as dinoseb and hexachlorobenzene. Additionally, according to CalEPA,
it is unkhown at this time what thermal decomposition products (i.e., toxic gases) are
produced by burning a mixture of highly toxic and illegal pesticides that are not
permitted to be used as fumigants; and,

WHEREAS, these unregulated, foreign-labeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic,
genotoxic, and cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are
not authorized for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe
threat to human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, long-term genetic
abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and
neurological damage, as well as long-term environmental threats of contamination to
soil, air quality, groundwater, surface waters, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), four
of the County's groundwater basins have been designated as medium priority basins,
including the Shasta, Scott, and Butte Valley groundwater subbasins, which are
sustainably managed by the Siskiyou County Fiood Control and Water Conservation
District acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA). Water Quality is a
required sustainable management criterion that the GSA must monitor and report on
annually to the Department of Water Resources (DWR). If the GSA does not meet the
water quality standards and goals set forth in its Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(GSPs), it risks having a GSP deemed “inadequate” by DWR. This could trigger state
intervention by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), potentially shifting
groundwater jurisdiction from the local community to the SWRCB; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff's Office,
taskforce members, game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical
personnel, and environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these
illicit substances during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), and proper safety protocols for this
new emerging public health threat. Additionally, medical personnel are not equipped or




trained to properly handle exposures or suspected exposures to these illicit products,
which lack the required safety label language that registered pesticide products are
required to have per federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county

.. demonstrate how the smugglers/distributors of these illegal pesticide products continue:

to disregard state and federal regulatory requirements set forth by Cal/lOSHA,; the
California Food and Agricultural Code (FAC), and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), resulting in worker safety concerns to cultivators and
exploited workers at these illegal-grow sites in addition to increased threats to first -
responders, resulting in serious medical consequences and occupational hazards for
those exposed to these chemicals during eradication Operations conducted by law -
enforcement personnel and firefighters durmg emergency response operatlons and

WHEREAS, many lI[lClt cannabis operatlons are hostile to responders, booby—
trapped, structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection, creatlng
volatile and llfe-threatenmg conditions for personnel enterlng such sites; and,

, WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire depariments
have increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-laced plastics,
wood, structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds
: (VOCs) resulting in hazardous materials incidents, which endanger both fi rst responders
and nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands lmmedlate
intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and, ‘

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat
posed by unmonitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit
cannabis operations to the healthi and safety of the public, the énvironment, waterways,
and first responders within the County of Siskiyou the Siskiyou County Board of
Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall

. be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclalmed by the Board of
Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant .
to-Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for maintaining
the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by
the Board. -

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Bda‘rc{ of Supervisdrs hereby
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,
functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency

- - - p— . e e e e ——— i v e ————— —— —— . —— -



organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and
resolutions of this county-approved by the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that
the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the
Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County of Slsklyou tobeina
state of emergency. .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

1. A ceordinated, multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force -
shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated eites and
iilegal operations.

2. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with
appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of
exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and
Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

3. The County Office of Efnergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff's
Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,
including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

4. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding
from state and federal sources to support enforcement, clean-up, and public
education efforts.

5. Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise
awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards
associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

6. All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public.
Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of
Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and
necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this
emergency proclamation, and to coordinate with the Siskiyou County Flood
Control and Water Conservation District (acting as the GSA) to that end.




PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Nancy Ogren, Chair
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:
LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

By
Deputy

Concurrence by

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services



EXHIBIT A- EXAMPLES OF CH]NE'SE-LABELED PESTICIDES

- Field Reference Guide

Package

Product Registration Certificate
number {upper right on.package)

Active Ingredient and Information

PD20130759

PD20096840

Isoprocarb.
Chinese characters: ;ﬁ

‘Chinese,simpnﬁed:’\n bing wéi

| Not listed

ERIRRE LA™, R
TEEILS QoL peR
‘\Gnkc TAE. B

ll.“li *

PD20130759

Not listed

isopracarb

Chinese charat(ers: Eﬁ
Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

Pyridaben ‘
This package does not have a registered certificate

-number, the primary ingredient is considered
“toxic if inhaled,’ and tested positive in hlgh

concentrations for séveral chemicals listed as “fatal,
if inhaled". Extreme caution should be exercised.

!Sogrocarb

Chinese characters: ﬁﬁ
Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

Unknown primary ingredient

This package does not have a registered certificate
number and, while the primary ingredient could
not be detérmined, the sample tested positive in .
high concentrations for several chemicals listed as
“fatal if inhaled”. Extreme caution should be-
exercised.

PD20180597

8eta-cypermethrin (translated)

Chinese characters: %ﬂ%ﬁﬁ@é

Chinese simplified: Gaoxiao iligingjuzhi
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' Pesticides ifentifled in the Chinese Labeled Pesticide Fumigant Products

Basedonlad thus far, these ftitcit p cantain amb ? atieast to 13 ditferent pesticides isted below.
Pesticide Class Toxlc Alr
GW Pollutant
cas Pesticide Halle Text o Susp P : or Acetylchatinestrase (nhibltor m;g ;‘;‘::'5‘7';';" i’l‘;f:: Cantaminant S Con eat0
Degradate 3 CCRE860(a)

39515-51-0 3-Phenoxpenzaldehyde of beta-Cypi
122453-73-0 Chiorfonapyr Pyrrotes Insecticldo Yes; Category | Residuat Pesticide
1897458 C [ i ite) IFunglcide. Organic compaund. Yes Yes
21923-23-9 Chiarthicphos (¢} ph icide. Not: foruse In Ye

the United Statas. o
52315-07-8 Cypermethrin {beta and zeta) Pyrethrold (nsecticide Yes Yes; Categary {| Residual Peaticlde
80060-03-9 Notregistered for use in tha United Statas. IRAC group

12, cob (b
62-73-7 Dichlorves Organophosphate insecticide Yes Yes; Category | Residual Pesticide Yes Yes
88-85-7 Dinoseb D { lledn 3991,

Highly toxic when Inhaling or at skin contact,
3766-81-2 Fenobucarb (BPMC) Carb Not foruse inthe v

United States. s
39515:41-8 Fenpropathrin Pyrethrold Insecticide Yes ves
98686-44-3 fosthiazate Organophosphate Nematiclde ves Yes
3878-19-1 Fubieridazole fungicide. Notregistered for use inthe United States.
118-74-1 Hexachlorobenzena Org ine p ide. C a of Yes

. torusa [ the Unk

36734-18-7 iprodione Systemic Fungicide; Highly toxle to freshwater, estuarine, Yes Yes

and maring inverts; Primary 13,5
2631-40-5 isoprocarb {MIPC) C Not dforuseinthe v

United States. es
$1465-08-6 Lambda-cyhatothrin Pyrathold Insecticide Yes
16752-77-5 Methomyl for ici ricted {3CCR6400} Yes Yes; Category I} Residual Pesticide Yes
35266-43-0 Meth 1 Comemon Soll Furnigant Byproduct that is Toxic and

Comosive to Sking and 3 Respiratory lrrftant.
S88-55-0 rethyt Carbamae * {Carbermic acid, methyl estur} b ordey of iyt Yos.
566-51-6 Methy! tsothiocyanate (MITC) o) e O {3CCR Yes

6400}
52.68-6 Metrifonate {Trichlorfon) Organophosphate insecticide Yes
300-76-5 Nated Ortganophosphate insecticide yes Yes; Categary |f Resldual Pesticide Yes
20925-85-3 Pentachiorobenzontiieo (PCBN) Byprodiict of Theemat Decomp of

Pentachloranittcbenzens
82-68-8 Pentachlorenitrobenzene (PCNB) Osganachiorine Yes; Category |11 Residual Pestlcide Yes
32209-16-8 Procymidone o Irnide Fung Notreg foruseinthe Yes

Unlted Statea.
413188-08-7 Profenolos Omganaphosphate insecticlda Yes
96485713 Pyridaben Pyridazi B ine it Yes; Category H Residual Pesticide
$3112-28-0 Pyrimethanit Anilinap Based F
107534-98-3 Tebuconazole ‘Triazole Fungicide Yes; Categary { Residual Pesticide Yes
36734-19-7 Thiophanate-Methyl F Rapidly 10 Yes Yes

b or methyl 2-b

81412-43-3 Tridemorph o F Notreg! d toruse Inthe United .
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SISKIYOU

PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY
AND
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY
(ILLEGAL PESTICIDES AND ILLICIT CANNABIS OPERATIONS)

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 8630 empowers the Board of
Supervisors (“Board”) to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when Siskiyou
County is threatened or likely to be threatened by conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property that are or are likely to be beyond the control of the
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of this County; and,

WHEREAS, the illegal importation and distribution of foreign-manufactured pesticides
circumvent federal and state regulatory oversight and constitute a transnational criminal
threat; and,

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health and safety of the public, first
responders, property, and the environment have arisen in Siskiyou County due to the
widespread presence of illegal pesticides related to illicit cannabis cultivation and
processing operations; and,

WHEREAS, illegal cannabis cultivators in Siskiyou County are increasingly using illegal, :

highly toxic pesticides unlawfully by igniting sawdust-like materials infused with a
cocktail of unlabeled pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides in aluminum cans inside
grow structures, creating thick, poisonous smoke; and,

WHEREAS, multiple certified laboratories have determined that once ignited, the
unlabeled cocktail of pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides include twelve known
acetylcholinesterase inhibitors causing severe acute and chronic health complications,
eight known carcinogenic pesticides, seven known unregistered agricultural chemicals
in the U.S., six known groundwater pollutants, and three known toxic air contaminants
listed by California; and,

WHEREAS, since 2023, approximately 176 investigations conducted by the County’s
Code Enforcement and Environmental Health divisions, and associated enforcement
actions, have revealed the widespread blatant misuse of highly toxic Chinese-labeled
pesticides, as well as other foreign-labeled pesticides (see Exhibit A). These products
are often imported outside of legal regulatory channels and lack English-language
safety information required under federal and state law; and,

WHEREAS, these pesticides have been routinely discovered at illegal cannabis
cultivation sites and include federally banned substances such as carbofuran and
methamidophos, along with dangerously high concentrations of imidacloprid,

1



isoprocarb, pyridaben, chlorfenapyr, dichlorvos, methomyl, dinoseb, chlorothalonil,
cypermethrin, and hexachlorobenzene (HCB); and,

WHEREAS, these unregulated, unlabeled, carcinogenic, teratogenic, genotoxic, and
cytotoxic agents, including known Persistent Organic Pollutants that are not authorized
for use by any federal or state agencies, pose an immediate and severe threat to
human health, including but not limited to acute poisoning, long-term genetic
abnormalities, disruption of cellular metabolism, respiratory and reproductive harm, and
neurological damage, and pose a long-term environmental threat of contamination to
soil, groundwater, waterways, and wildlife ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, first responders, including deputies from the Sheriff's Office, taskforce,
game wardens, county officials, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, and
environmental response teams, are increasingly encountering these substances in
gaseous or vapor form during the course of their duties, often without sufficient warning,
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), nor access to decontamination
equipment and protocols; and,

WHEREAS, several documented incidents across the state and within the county show
users disregarding guidelines set forth by California pesticide control statutes and
hazardous materials regulations, Cal/lOSHA and Cal EPA regulations, and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), which have exposed cultivators
and laborers and incidentally exposed first responders, resulting in serious medical
consequences and occupational hazards for those exposed to these chemicals during
grow operations, law enforcement, and emergency operations; and,

WHEREAS, many illicit cannabis operations are hostile to responders, booby-trapped,
structurally unsound, or deliberately designed to evade detection, creating volatile and
life-threatening conditions for personnel entering such sites; and,

WHEREAS, in recent weeks, responses from local and state fire departments have
increased within the contaminated sites, during which pesticide-laced plastics, wood,
structures, and fuel were actively burning, creating volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
resulting in hazardous materials incidents, which endanger both first responders and
nearby residents. This recurring pattern of toxic exposures demands immediate
intervention to address the escalating local emergency; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that due to the imminent and ongoing threat
posed by unmonitored and unregulated illegal pesticides in conjunction with illicit
cannabis operations to the health and safety of the public, the environment, waterways,
and first responders within the County of Siskiyou, the Siskiyou County Board of
Supervisors proclaims a “local emergency” and orders that said local emergency shall
be deemed to continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Supervisors.

- —_ -




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors pursuant
to Government Code section 8260(c) shall continue to review the need for maintaining |

the local emergency at least once every 60 days until its termination is proclaimed by
the Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors hereby
proclaims and orders that during the existence of this local emergency, the powers,
functions and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the emergency
organizations of this county shall be those prescribed by state law, ordinances, and
resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors. i

i

i
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this proclamation shall be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a request that ,
the Secretary of Cal OES confirm a Secretary’s concurrence.
{
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this declaration shall be forwarded to the
Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the County of Siskiyou to be in a

state of emergency. |

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED THAT: |

1. Acoordinated, multi-agency and departmental emergency response task force |
shall be established to identify, mitigate, and remediate contaminated sites and
illegal operations.

2. Emergency resources shall be allocated to equip and train first responders with
appropriate HAZMAT protective equipment and protocols to reduce the risk of
exposure in accordance with National Fire Protection Association and
Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines.

3. The County Office of Emergency Services shall collaborate with the Sheriff's
Office, Environmental Health, fire departments, and state and federal partners,
including, but not limited to, the DEA, EPA, and CalEPA.

4. The County shall seek mutual aid, technical assistance, and emergency funding
from state and federal sources to support enforcement, clean-up, and public
education efforts.

5. Siskiyou County Public Health and the Siskiyou County Agriculture
Commissioner will develop an outreach and communication plan to raise
awareness among residents, workers, and landowners about the hazards
associated with illegal pesticide use and unpermitted cannabis operations.

6. All relevant county agencies, including but not limited to, Siskiyou County Public
Health, Siskiyou County Environmental Health, Siskiyou County Agriculture .
Commissioner, Siskiyou County Sheriff, and Siskiyou County Office of |
Emergency Services are authorized and ordered to take immediate and



necessary actions to protect life, property, and the environment under this
emergency proclamation.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting of said Board, held on the 1st day of July, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:
Nancy Ogren, Chair Siskiyou County Board of
Supervisors

ATTEST:

LAURA BYNUM, COUNTY CLERK

By

Deputy

Concurrence by

Jeremiah LaRue, Siskiyou County Sheriff

Concurrence by

Bryan Schenone, Director of Emergency Services




EXHIBIT A— EXAMPLES OF CHINESE-LABELED PESTICIDES

Field Reference Guide

Package

Product Registration Certificate
number {upper right on package)

Active Ingredient and Information

PD20130759

Isoprocarb

Chinese characters: ;"rﬁ

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

PD20096840

Not listed

Isoprocarb
Chinese characters: va'rﬁ

Chinese simplified: Yi bing wéi

Pyridaben

This package does not have a registered certificate
number, the primary ingredient is considered
‘toxic if inhaled,” and tested positive in high
concentrations for several chemicals listed as "fatal
if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be exercised.

PD2013075%

{soprocarb

Chinese characters: %ﬁ

Chinese simplified: Y1 bing wai

Not listed

Unknown primary ingredient

This package does not have a registered certificate
number and, while the primary ingredient could
not be determined, the sample tested positive in
high concentrations for several chemicals listed as
‘fatal if inhaled’. Extreme caution should be
exercised.

PD20180597

Beta-cypermethrin {translated)

Chinese characters: Eﬁ'ﬂf%ﬁ%ﬁ%

Chinese simplified: Gaoxido liigingjtzhi
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Pesticides Identitied inthe Chinese Labeled Pesticlde Fumigant Products
Based on tab amalysis conducted thus far, these Hcit praducts contain a mixture of at teast 3 to 13 ditterent pesticides listed below,
Pesticide Class Toxic Alr
CAS Pesticide Halic Text = Suspected Byproduct, Metaboltite, or tyt Inhibil Dig 2?;‘:‘;;;;‘“ T:’::: Contaminant (;Vé::!:‘g:g‘
Degravate * 3CCR6860(3)
39515-51-0 3-Phenoxybenzatdehyde i diate of beta-Cyp
’ 122453-73-0 Chiorfenapyr Pyrroles Insecticlde Yes; Category ] Residual Pesticide !
1897.45-8 Cht { e} Fungiclde. Organic compound. Yes Yes '
P21923-23-8 Cnlorthiophos O h hate | Kat dtoruse in i
' the United States. es -
[152315-07-8 Cypermethrin {beta and zeta) Pyrethrold Insecticide Yes Yes; Category 1l Resldual Pesticide
80060-08-9 Diafenthiuron Notragistered forusa in the United States. IRAC group ’
12A, Mitachandial respiration nhibiter,
62-73-7 Dichlorvas Organophosphate insectlcide Yes Yes; Category | Residual Pesticide Yes Yes:
88-85-7 Dinoseb O | &, tiedin 1991,
Highly toxic when Ingesting, Inhaling or at skin contact.
3766-81-2 Fenobucarb (BPMC) Carb [ Ide. Mot foruseinthe v
United States. es
f39515-41-8 Fenpropathrin Pyrethrald Insecticide Yes Yes
e
988886-44-3 Fosthizzate Qrganophosphate Nematicide Yes Yes :
_' 3878-19-1 Fuberidazole Fungicide. Notregistered forase in the United States,
118-74-1 Hexachlorobanzene Or icide, Considered a pull of Yes
concemn, Cancelled/banned foruse in the United States ‘
36734-18-7 Iprodione Systemic Funglcide; Highly toxic to freshwater, estuarine, Yes Yes ’
and marine inverts; Primary degradate Is 3,5+
2631-40-5 tsoprocarb {MIPC) Carb i icide. Notregt: foruseinthe
Unlted States. Yes
Po1465-08-6 Lambda-cyhalothiin Pyrethroid Insecticide Yes
16762-77-5 Methomyl Carbamate Insecticide. Restricted Material {3 CCR 6400} Yes Yes; Category Il Residual Pesticide Yes
135266-49-0 Methoxycarbonyl Isothiocyanate Common Solt Furnigant Byproduct that Is Toxic and
Corrosive to Skin; and & Respiratory rritant.
558-55-0 Methyi Carbamate* (Carbamic acid, methyl ester) i fte or of Methomyt Yes
}556-61-6 Methyl Isothiccyanate (MITC) [a] Compi d.R $ [3CCR Yes
6400}
52-68-8 Metrifonate {Trichlorfan} QOrganophosphate Insecticide Yes
300-76-8 Naled Organophosphate Insecticide Yes Yes; Category Il Resldual Pesticide Yes N
20926-85-3 Pentachiorobenzonitrile (PCEN) Byproductof thermat Decomp of *
Pentachlioronittobenzene
82-68-8 Pentachioronitrobenzene (PCNB} Organochlorine Yes; Categary (| Restdual Pesticide Yes
32809-18-8 Procymidone Dicarboximide Fungicide; Notreglstared foruse in the Yes i
1 United States. .
41198-08.7 Profenofos Crganophosphate Insecticlde Y
B
86488-71-3 Pyridaben Pytidazi 2 hlarine | 1 Yes; Category [l Residual Pesticide
531312-28.0 Pyrimethanil Antt d Based F
107534.86-3 Tebuconazole Triazole Fungicide Yes; Category H Resldual Pesticide Yes
36734-19-7 Thiophanate-Methyt [Systemic Benzimidazole Fungicide; Rapldly degrades to Yes Yes
’ car or methyl 2 carbamate i
£1412-43.3 Tridemomph Oxaziriane Fungicide; Notregistered foruse In the United
States.
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