	
	            COUNTY OF SISKIYOU

	
	
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Building  Environmental Health  Planning
806 South Main Street∙ Yreka, California 96097
Phone: (530) 841-2100 ∙ Fax: (530) 841-4076
www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/phs
	VACANT
 DIRECTOR
STEPHEN KOLPACOFF, MD
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER


[image: Sis]


Supplemental Staff Report
Meeting Date:	November 18, 2025
To:	Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors
From:	Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner
Subject:	Proposed The Nature Conservancy Williamson Act Rescission with Re-entry, Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-25-22) and CEQA Determination
Background and Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk7426055]The Nature Conservancy has applied for a Williamson Act Contract amendment to bring approximately 560 acres, which they recently purchased, under one Williamson Act contract consisting solely of property under their ownership with the Agricultural Use of rangeland and pasture for livestock production and forage. The property is currently under a Williamson Act contract which has four property owners. 
Additionally, the existing Agricultural Preserve should be amended to remove the subject property and a new Agricultural Preserve created as the existing preserve consists of property that is not contiguous nor owned in common.
This project was brought before the Board on October 21, 2025, with a recommendation to approve the request and amend the preserve. 
There was board discussion regarding water rights and if the intent of the owner was to dedicate the rights to instream flow. The property was purchased with grant funding, which was received from the California State Wildlife Conservation Board with specific requirements outlined in a Grant Agreement. This document was discussed at the meeting. As it was not part of the original staff packet, the meeting was continued to today’s meeting with direction to staff to add this document to the packet. 
The Grant Agreement is now included as Exhibit E to this report.
Additionally, staff is providing two options. The recommended motion to approve the request and a second option should the request not be approved, directing staff to issue a notice of non-renewal for the subject property. 



[bookmark: _Hlk104989853]Recommended Action
Option 1
Should the Board of Supervisors concur with staff’s analysis, staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors find that the proposed modifications to the Williamson Act contract and Agricultural Preserve are exempt from CEQA and approve said modifications.
A draft motion to this effect is provided below. 
Recommended Motion
Option 1
I move to take the following actions:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk112308425]Determine the project exempt from CEQA in accordance with Section 15317, Open Space Easements or Contracts; and
1. Adopt the attached resolution approving amendment to the existing Agricultural Preserve and establishment of a new preserve; and
1. Adopt the attached resolution approving the rescission and reentry of the applicable Williamson Act contract.
Alternative Action
Option 2 
Should the Board of Supervisors not approve the applicants’ request, staff recommends that the Board direct staff take the necessary steps to issue a notice of non-renewal for the subject property and determine the issuance the notice is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), the “Common Sense” exemption as no changes in current use of the property is proposed.
A draft motion to this effect is provided below. 
Alternative Motion
Option 2 
I move to take the following actions:
1. The Board of Supervisors determine that the proposed issuance of Non-Renewals of Williamson Act contracts is categorically exempt under Sections 15317 and 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines; and 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk212731408]Adopt the attached resolution denying the rescission and re-entry of existing Williamson Act contract under Application APA 25-22 and directing staff to issue a notice of non-renewal.
Exhibits to the Staff Report
1. Draft Resolution amending the existing Agricultural Preserve and establishing a new preserve
1. Draft Resolution Approving the Rescission of the subject property from the existing contract and Reentry into a new Williamson Act Contract
1. Exhibit A within Draft Resolution: Williamson Act Contract – Draft
1. Draft Resolution, a Resolution of the County of Siskiyou, State of California, Directing Staff to Issue a Notice of Non-Renewal for the subject property.
1. Exhibit A-1 within Draft Resolution: List of recommended properties
2. Exhibit A-2 within Draft Resolution: Notice of Non-Renewal - DRAFT
1. Grant Agreement for The Nature Conservancy acquisition of the subject property
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