
RESOLUTION NO. __-___

Resolution of the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors Suspending

Processing of Williamson Act Contract Amendments and County Initiated Notices of Non-Renewal 
WHEREAS, the California Land Conservation Act (the “Williamson Act”) was enacted on July 14, 1965 to implement a variety of state farmland preservation policies directed at discouraging the unnecessary and premature conversion of farmland to other uses; 

WHEREAS, over the past 50 years, the County of Siskiyou (“County”) has embraced and vigorously implemented the state farmland preservation policies set forth in the Act; and 

WHEREAS, over 415,000 acres in the County are presently conserved by voluntary County and landowner participation in approximately 510 Williamson Act contracts involving over 2,600 assessor parcel numbers; and

WHEREAS, for decades, the state had provided subvention funding to replace the property tax revenues that participating jurisdictions like Siskiyou County lose as a consequence of extending reduced assessments to the owners of contracted lands; and

WHEREAS, in 2009, the State eliminated state funding for the Williamson Act program, including subvention payments, from the state budget; and
WHEREAS, this decision shifted the full financial burden of the Williamson Act program to the County; and
WHEREAS, since the elimination of the subvention funding the County has imposed several moratoriums on allowing property to be enrolled in the Williamson Act program; and

WHEREAS, the County has been administering its Williamson Act program including monitoring compliance with the terms of each contract in accordance with the adopted Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act Contracts as adopted on February 7, 2021, and amended on December 3, 2024; and

WHEREAS, as each property and commercial enterprise is unique, while processing applications for Williamson Act contract amendments, several points in question have arisen; and

WHEREAS, under the present circumstances, the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors believes it is necessary and appropriate to temporarily suspend County processing of Williamson Act contract applications and Notices of Non-Renewal until March 31, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the County wishes to prevent contract applicants from losing a portion of their filing fees on applications that will not be approved; and
WHEREAS, County staff will be presenting a white paper in the next coming months during the moratorium to present issues to the Board that have arisen since updating and amending the guidelines; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of this Resolution is to formally direct County staff to implement this suspension in the manner stated below; 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors hereby resolves as follows:

1. Effectively immediately, the Planning Department shall cease accepting applications for Williamson Act contract amendments through March 31, 2026.  

2.
Any applications for Williamson Act contract amendments that are pending, if any, as of the date of the adoption of this Resolution shall be placed on hold by the Planning Department.  
3.
Any applications for Williamson Act contract cancellation applications will continue to be processed.
4.
Effective immediately, the Planning Department shall cease review of existing contracts and not provide recommendations to issue Notices of Non-Renewal. 
5.
Staff shall return to the Board prior to the end of March 31, 2026, to allow the Board to consider whether a moratorium should be continued through March 31, 2026.
6.
The Planning Department and other County staff are authorized to take such necessary and further actions as are appropriate to implement this Resolution and carry out the intent of the Board of Supervisors. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at a regular meeting in the Board of Supervisors of the County of Siskiyou, State of California, held on the ____ day of _________, 2025, by the following vote:

AYES:              

NOES:

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN:

ATTEST:

Laura Bynum, Clerk

Board of Supervisors

By: ____________________________

           Deputy
                                                                        ______________________________


                                                                     Nancy Ogren, Chair


      Board of Supervisors


                                                                        Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors
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