
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 4, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Marchio APA-25-24, Williamson Act Contract No. 71011, Application to rescind 
property from the existing contract and reissue a single contract consisting solely 
of their property with the primary Commercial Agricultural Use of intensive 
farming – hay production with livestock grazing. 

Location: The project site is located north of the city of Etna on Highway 3 and Holzhauser 
Lane and Island Road, on APNs 023-040-210, 023-040-520, 023-040-530, 023-
040-320, 023-040-330, 023-450-040, 023-450-100, 023-450-110, 023-040-390, 
023-040-400, 023-040-420, 023-040-430, 023-040-470, Township 42N, Range 
9W, Sections 9, 10 and 16, MDB&M.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 71011 
B. Location Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. Map of 51.6 acres Not Currently Under Contract 
E. Map of three substandard parcels 
F. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 
G. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
H. Existing Contract 71011 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The applicant has requested to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contract 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under their ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 476.28 acres, which a portion of is currently under a contract which has multiple 
property owners.  

During the initial review, it was found that three of the subject parcels do not meet minimum parcel 
size requirements (Exhibit E). Parcels should be at least 40 acres in size. Also, a 51.6-acre portion of 
one 132.45-acre parcel that is proposed to be included is not under Williamson Act Contract or in an 
Agricultural Preserve (Exhibit D).  
Staff reached out to the applicant regarding these issues. The applicant explained that the 51.6-acre 
portion has continued to be used for hay production, and the substandard parcels are developed with 
residential and accessory uses, hay and equipment storage, in addition to farming and grazing.  
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The applicant understands and is not opposed to the non-renewal of the substandard parcels. The 
applicant would prefer to have the 51.6 acres included in the new contract as opposed to non-
renewing the entire 132.45-acre parcel. The result would be a decrease in acreage under contract by 
issuance of a notice of non-renewal by 25.23 acres and an increase by including the 51.6-acre portion 
that was previously not under contract.  

Parcel Creation 

• APNs 023-040-210 and 023-040-320 together are one 45.5-acre, legal parcel as described as 
Parcel 1 in Grant Deed as recorded on July 6, 1964, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 505 
at Page 075.  

• APNs 023-040-390, 023-040-400 and 023-040-430 together are one 82.1-acre, legal parcel as 
described as Parcel 3 in Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on June 25, 1998, in Siskiyou 
County Records as Document No. 98-007589.  

• APN 023-040-420 is one 191-acre legal parcel described as Parcel 2 in Boundary Line 
Adjustment as recorded on June 25, 1998, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 98-
007589 

• APN 023-040-520 is one 2.51-acre legal parcel as described as Parcel 4 in Boundary Line 
Adjustment as recorded on July 8, 2022, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 22-
0005852. 

• APN 023-040-530 is one 12.25-acre legal parcel as described as Parcel 6 in Boundary Line 
Adjustment as recorded on July 8, 2022, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 22-
0005852  

• 023-040-470 is one 10.47-acre legal parcel as described as Parcel 2 in Boundary Line 
Adjustment as recorded on July 8, 2022, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 22-
0005852 

• APNs 023-040-330, 023-450-040, 023-450-110 and 023-450-100* together are one 80.85-acre 
legal parcel as described as Parcel 2 in Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on February 27, 
1998, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 98-002416. 

*A 51.6-acre portion (APN 023-450-100) of this parcel is not under Williamson Act 
Contract. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 
• 424.68 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 71011 (Clerk’s 

Record - 570) as recorded on June 24, 1969, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 577 at 
Page 710. And amended by APA0302 as recorded in the Siskiyou County Records as Document 
No. 2004-0007214 on May 11, 2004. 

51.6 acres (APN 023-450-100) of this proposed contract is not currently under 
Williamson Act Contract. 
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Agricultural Preserve 
The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve which is made up of property that is not 
contiguous or owned in common. 

• 424.68 acres of the subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board 
of Supervisor’s Resolution 404 in Book 2. 

51.6 acres (APN 023-450-100) of this proposed contract is not currently within an 
Agricultural Preserve. 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserve consists of property under several different ownerships and the 
property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established, consisting only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The subject property consists of seven parcels totaling 451.05 acres, exceeding the 100-acre 
minimum size. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) as shown 
on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  
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At 45.5, 82.1, 191 and 80.85 acres, these parcels meet the minimum acreage requirement. 
However, the 2.51, 12.25, 10.47 acre parcels do not meet minimum the acreage requirement 
and should be issued a notice of non-renewal, 

Legal Parcel Inclusion – Increase in Acreage 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, an increase in Ag Preserve and Williamson Act Contract is 
considered to be a significant increase if it is more than 2.5 percent of the contracted property but 
not to exceed 25 acres or as determined by the Board of Supervisors and advised by the Administrator 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Only 80.05 acres of one 132.45-acre parcel is under contract. The entire legal parcel should be 
included in the new contract or a Notice of Non-Renewal should be issued for the entire legal 
parcel as only a portion of a parcel should not remain under contract.  
The proposal would increase the acreage under contract by 51.6 acres, which could be 
considered less than significant as it is not more than 25 percent (12.15% of the existing 
Marchio owned property under contract) even though it is more than a 25-acre increase. 
Additionally, it is recommended 25.23 acres of the existing contract be issued a Notice of Non-
Renewal resulting in a final 451.05 acres (a 26.37 increase in acreage).  

Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 280.8-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
136 irrigated 75 III 1:1 75 
136 dryland 25 III 2:1 12.5 
137 irrigated 102 II 1:1 102 
137 dryland 15 III 2:1 7.5 
222 irrigated 244 VI 3:1 81.3 
222 dryland 15 VI 6:1 2.5 
Total 476   280.8 

 

Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The property has historically been used for and continues to be used for livestock grazing and 
farming.  
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 71011 

 
Exhibit B - Location 
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Exhibit C – Zoning 

 
Exhibit D – 51.6 acres proposed to be added to new contract 
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Exhibit E – Three substandard parcels 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

136 Diyou loam 101.4 21.2%

137 Diyou loam, drained 117.1 24.5%

222 Settlemeyer loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

259.2 54.3%

Totals for Area of Interest 477.7 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

9/3/2025
Page 3 of 3

Exhibit F



Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines Page 4 of 6 
Revised 2025

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire
Owner ame(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________ ______

Lienholders � �

Phone: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________________

Type of Agricultural Use:

� Grazing

� D

� Irrigated pasture acreage ______ 

� ______ Crops grown____________ Production per acre ___________

� creage ______ Crops grown_____________ Production per acre ___________

� Row crop acreage ______ Crops grown_____________ Production per acre ___________

� Other acreage _______________ _____________ Production per acre ___________

_______________________________________________

Total Acres in Agricultural Production: ____________________

�

Other Uses: 

Indicate if this is concurrent with the Ag Uses above or the sole use of the acreage noted

� __________ acres � with ________ag use �

� Residential _________acres

�

� Surface mining ________ acres � with ________ag use �

� � with ________ag use �

� Agricultural Enterprises ________ acres � with ________ag use �

� Open Space ___________acres where no ag use is occurring

� Other _________ acres. Description: ____________________________________________

� With _________ ag use �

� Conservation Program __________ acres. (attach Conservation Easement/Agreement)

� With _________ ag use �

�

Jim and Linda Marchio

023-040-210, 320, 330, 390, 400, 420,430,470,520,530,023-450-040,110 and 100

8 yrs

✔ 88 Cattle 60

✔ 55 Cattle 25

✔ 308

Four Pivots, Two Wheel lines, Flood

451

Exhibit G
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Land Leased to Others

_________________________________ ___________________

___________________________

Terms of lease ______________________ _________________________

Certification

Signed____________________________________________Date_9-03-2025_______________ 

Planning Staff Comments Below

_________________________________________

Present Zoning ________________________________________

____________________

Jesse and Katie McNames 451

Ag Production

Ongoing N/A

Exhibit G
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