
Staff Report 
Submission Date: August 26, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: BernadeƩe Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: The Nature Conservancy APA-25-22, Williamson Act Contract No. 74008, 
ApplicaƟon to rescind property from the exisƟng contract and reissue a single 
contract consisƟng solely of their property with the primary Commercial 
Agricultural Use of rangeland and pasture for livestock producƟon and forage. 

Location: The project site is located north and west of the city of Weed on Old Highway 99, 
on APNs 020-150-021, 020-150-080, 020-150-091, 020-150-100, 020-160-030, 
020-160-050, Township 42N, Range 5W, SecƟons 29, 30 & 32, MDB&M.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under exisƟng contract No. 74008 
B. LocaƟon Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 
E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment QuesƟonnaire 
F. ExisƟng Contract 74008 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The applicant recently acquired the subject property. They have requested to rescind the property 
from the exisƟng Williamson Act Contract and reissue a contract consisƟng solely of property under 
his ownership. The subject property is approximately 560 acres, which is currently under contract 
with four other property owners.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve or under 
Williamson Act Contract.  
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Parcel CreaƟon 

 APNs 020-150-021, 020-150-080, 020-150-091, 020-150-100, 020-160-030, 020-160-050 
together are one 560-acre, legal parcel as described as Parcel 1 in Boundary Line Adjustment 
as recorded on January 8, 2024, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No 2024-623 and a 
Corrected Boundary Line Adjustment recorded as Document No 2024-3578 on May 9, 2024.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 
 The subject property is a porƟon of Williamson Act Contract No. 74008 (Clerk’s Record – 203) 

as recorded on February 25, 1974, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 704 at Page 421. 

Agricultural Preserve 
The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve which is made up of property that is not 
conƟguous or owned in common. 

 The subject property is within the Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
ResoluƟon 356 in Book 5. 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules SecƟon VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or conƟguous.  

The exisƟng Ag Preserve consists of property under several different ownerships, and the 
property is not conƟguous. The exisƟng Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established consisƟng only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and AdministraƟon of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are conƟguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The subject property consists of one 560-acre parcel, exceeding the 100-acre minimum size. 
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Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules SecƟon III, Item C.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-
Prime Agricultural (AG-2) as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 
Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 560 acres, the parcels meet the minimum acreage requirement.  

Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisƟng solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 367.25-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit D).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class RaƟo to Class Equivalent  
123 irrigated 160.5 III 1:1 160.5 
104 irrigated 35.5 IV 2:1 17.75 
105 irrigated 40 IV 2:1 20 
122 irrigated 25 III 1:1 25 
133 irrigated 79 III 1:1 79 
173 irrigated 59 VI 6:1 10 
219 9 III 2:1 4.5 
220 40 III 2:1 20 
221 61 III 2:1 30.5 
237 .5 VII 0:1 0 
238 50.5 VII 0:1 0 
Total 560   367.25 

ProducƟon Uses 
Per County Rules SecƟon IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural producƟon.   

The property has historically been used for and conƟnues to be used for livestock grazing.  

CompaƟble Uses 
Per County Rules SecƟon IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural producƟon. 
However, secondary uses that are incidental to or supporƟve of the commercial agricultural use can 
be allowed. 

There is approximately 1.5 acres with a barn for hay storage, which is fenced to keep the 
livestock out.. 
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 74008 
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Exhibit B - LocaƟon 

 
Exhibit C – Zoning 



Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
(TNC)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/17/2025
Page 1 of 3
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

104 Atter very gravelly sandy loam, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

35.5 6.3%

105 Atter very cobbly sandy loam, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

40.1 7.2%

122 Copsey clay, 0 to 9 percent 
slopes

25.2 4.5%

123 Copsey gravelly clay, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

160.4 28.6%

133 Delaney sandy loam, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

78.9 14.1%

173 Lassen-Kuck complex, stony, 2 
to 50 percent slopes

59.3 10.6%

219 Salisbury gravelly clay loam, 0 
to 5 percent slopes

9.1 1.6%

220 Salisbury gravelly clay loam, 5 
to 9 percent slopes

39.7 7.1%

221 Salisbury cobbly loam, 0 to 9 
percent slopes

61.4 11.0%

237 Weitchpec variant-Rock 
outcrop complex, 5 to 65 
percent slopes

0.2 0.0%

238 Xerofluvents, nearly level 50.5 9.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 560.1 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part TNC

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/17/2025
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines Page 4 of 6 
Revised 2025 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
Owner Name(s): _________________________________________________________________  

Parcel Numbers: _________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________ How long have you owned this land? ______ 

Lienholders � Deed of Trust included in packet � No lienholders for this property 
Company Name: _______________________________ Contact Name: ______________________ 
Phone: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Type of Agricultural Use: 

� Grazing 

� Dry pasture acreage _______ Species: _____________ # head __________ # days per yr. 

� Irrigated pasture acreage ______ Species: _____________ # head __________ # days per yr. 

� Dry farming acreage ______ Crops grown ____________ Production per acre ___________ 

� Field crop acreage ______ Crops grown _____________ Production per acre ___________ 

� Row crop acreage ______ Crops grown _____________ Production per acre ___________ 

� Other acreage _______________ Type _____________ Production per acre ___________ 

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) _______________________________________________ 

Total Acres in Agricultural Production: ____________________ 

� Timber Production acreage ________ 

Other Uses: 

Indicate if this is concurrent with the Ag Uses above or the sole use of the acreage noted 

� Timber Production  __________ acres � with ________ag use � only use 

� Residential _________acres 

� Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. ________ acres 

� Surface mining ________ acres � with ________ag use � only use 

� Equine pasture and facilities ________ acres � with ________ag use � only use 

� Agricultural Enterprises ________ acres � with ________ag use � only use 

� Open Space ___________acres where no ag use is occurring 

� Other _________ acres. Description: ____________________________________________ 

� With _________ ag use � No ag uses 

� Conservation Program __________ acres. (attach Conservation Easement/Agreement) 

� With _________ ag use � No ag uses 

Exhibit E
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	Owner Names: The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
	Parcel Numbers 1: 020-150-021, 020-150-080, 020-150-091, 020-150-100, 020-160-030, 020-160-050 
	Parcel Numbers 2: 
	How long have you owned this land:  9 mos
	Company Name: The Nature Conservancy
	Contact Name: Molly Breitmun
	Phone: (530)925-2322
	Email: molly.breitmun@tnc.org
	Grazing: Yes
	Dry Pasture: Yes
	Dry pasture acreage: 152
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	Irrigated Pasture: Yes
	Irrigated pasture acreage: 408
	Species_2: Cattle
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	Dry Farming: Off
	Dry farming acreage: 
	Crops grown: 
	Production per acre: 
	Field Crop: Off
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	Row Crop: Off
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	Other Open Space: Off
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	Conservation Program: 
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