
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 4, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: BernadeƩe Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Nielsen APA-25-20, Williamson Act Contract No. 76005A, ApplicaƟon to rescind 
property from the exisƟng contract and reissue a single contract consisƟng solely 
of their property with the primary Commercial Agricultural Use of rangeland and 
pasture for livestock producƟon and forage. 

Location: The project site is located south of the community of Gazelle on Gazelle Callahan 
Road and Old Highway 99, on APNs 022-490-080, 022-490-140, 022-490-150, 
022-270-140, Township 42N, Range 6W, SecƟons 3 & 10, MDB&M.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under exisƟng contract No. 76005A 
B. LocaƟon Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 
E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment QuesƟonnaire 
F. ExisƟng Contract 76005A and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The applicant recently acquired the subject property. He has requested to rescind the property from 
the exisƟng Williamson Act Contract and reissue a contract consisƟng solely of property under his 
ownership. The subject property is approximately 181.6 acres, which is currently under contract with 
one other property owner.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve or under 
Williamson Act Contract.  
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Parcel CreaƟon 

 APNs 022-490-080, 022-490-140, 022-490-150, 022-270-140 together are one 181.6-acre, 
legal parcel as described as the Beltramo Parcel in Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on 
January 29, 1982, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 936 at Page 291.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 
 The subject property is a porƟon of Williamson Act Contract No. 76005A (Clerk’s Record – 259) 

as recorded on February 17, 1976, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 749 at Page 690. 

Agricultural Preserve 
The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve which is made up of property that is not 
conƟguous or owned in common. 

 The subject property is within the Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
ResoluƟon 30 in Book 7. 

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules SecƟon VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or conƟguous.  

The exisƟng Ag Preserve consists of property under several different ownerships, and the 
property is not conƟguous. The exisƟng Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established consisƟng only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and AdministraƟon of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are conƟguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The subject property consists of one 181.6-acre parcel, exceeding the 100-acre minimum size. 
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Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules SecƟon III, Item c.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) and Non-
Prime Agricultural (AG-2) as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 
Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 181.6 acres, the parcels meet the minimum acreage requirement.  

Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisƟng solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 181.6-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit D).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class RaƟo to Class Equivalent  
139 28 II 1:1 28 
113 27 III 2:1 13.5 
238 22 VII 10:1 2.2 
141 6.6 II 1:1 6.6 
114 3 III 2:1 1.5 
223 94 III 2:1 47 
142 .5 II 1:1 .5 
104 .5 IV 4:1 0.125 
Total 181.6   100.825 

ProducƟon Uses 
Per County Rules SecƟon IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural producƟon.   

The property has historically been used for and conƟnues to be used for livestock grazing and 
hay farming.  
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 76005A 
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Exhibit C - LocaƟon 

 
Exhibit D – Zoning 



Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part
(Nielsen)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/17/2025
Page 1 of 3
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

104 Atter very gravelly sandy loam, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

0.5 0.3%

113 Bonnet gravelly loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

27.2 14.7%

114 Bonnet gravelly loam, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

3.3 1.8%

139 Dotta loam, 0 to 2 percent 
slopes

29.7 16.1%

141 Dotta gravelly loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

6.9 3.8%

142 Dotta gravelly loam, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

0.6 0.3%

148 Duzel-Jilson-Facey complex, 
15 to 50 percent slopes

0.2 0.1%

223 Settlemeyer loam, drained, 2 
to 5 percent slopes

94.0 50.9%

238 Xerofluvents, nearly level 22.1 12.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 184.6 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part Nielsen

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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