
Staff Report 
Submission Date: August 22, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: BernadeƩe Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Iron Horse Acres, LLC APA-25-16, Williamson Act Contract No. 76025 and 76033, 
ApplicaƟon to rescind property from the exisƟng contracts and reissue a single 
contract consisƟng solely of their property with the primary Commercial 
Agricultural Use of intensive farming – hay producƟon. 

Location: The project site is located east of the community of Macdoel, South of Red Rock 
Road on APNs 010-140-240, 010-140-250, 010-140-430, 014-150-330, and 010-
140-020, Township 45N, Range 2E, SecƟon 5, 6, 7, 8 & 17, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under exisƟng contract No. 76025 
B. Map of property under exisƟng contract No. 76033 
C. LocaƟon Map  
D. Zoning Map 
E. NRCS Soils Data and Map 
F. Williamson Act Contract Amendment QuesƟonnaire 
G. ExisƟng Contract 76025 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 
H. ExisƟng Contract 76033 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

David Baughman on behalf of Iron Horse Acres, LLC, has submiƩed a request to rescind their property 
from the exisƟng Williamson Act Contracts and reissue a contract consisƟng solely of property under 
their ownership. The subject property is approximately 521 acres, which currently has porƟons of 
property under two different contracts, each of which has mulƟple property owners.  

The applicant does not propose to increase or decrease the acreage in Agricultural Preserve or under 
contract, however, it is proposed to bring the property out of contracts that are currently in Non-
Renewal. 
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Parcel CreaƟon 

 APNs 010-140-240 and 010-140-250 together are one 161-acre parcel as described in Deed as 
recorded on February 26, 1942, in Volume 134 at Page 68 then later modified by Boundary 
Line Adjustment as recorded on March 9, 1983, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 986 at 
Page 87. 

 APNs 010-140-430 and 010-150-330 together are one 200-acre parcel as described as Parcel B 
of Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on December 20, 1996, in Siskiyou County Records 
as Document No. 96-015652. 

 APN 010-140-020 is one 160-acre parcel as described in Deed as recorded on April 20, 1942 in 
Siskiyou County Records in Volume 134 at Page 341. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

 361 acres of the subject property is a porƟon of Williamson Act Contract No. 76025 (Clerk’s 
Record - 280) as recorded on February 17, 1976, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 750 at 
Page 139. All property under this contract was issued a NoƟce of Non-Renewal in 2021, as at 
that Ɵme it was the County’s policy to issue a NoƟce of Non-Renewal for the enƟre contract 
when any part of the contract was not in compliance.  

 160 acres of the subject property is a porƟon of Williamson Act Contract No. 76033 (Clerk’s 
Record - 288) as recorded on February 25, 1976, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 750 at 
Page 283. All property under this contract was issued a NoƟce of Non-Renewal in 2021, as at 
that Ɵme it was the County’s policy to issue a NoƟce of Non-Renewal for the enƟre contract 
when any part of the contract was not in compliance.  

Agricultural Preserve 

 361 acres in Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s ResoluƟon No.404 in Book 2. 
 160 acres in Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s ResoluƟon No. 30 in Book 7. 
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules SecƟon VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or conƟguous.  

The exisƟng Ag Preserve consists of property under several different ownerships, and the 
property is not conƟguous. The exisƟng Ag Preserve should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established consisƟng only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and AdministraƟon of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are conƟguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The subject property consists of 521 acres, exceeding the 100-acre minimum size. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules SecƟon III, Item c.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1 and AG-1-B-
80) and Non-Prime Agricultural (AG-2-B-40 and AG-2-B-80) as shown on the zoning map 
(Exhibit D). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 161, 200 and 160 acres, each parcel exceeds the minimum acreage requirement.  
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Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules SecƟon III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisƟng solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 221.4-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit E).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class RaƟo to Class Equivalent  
165 18 IV dryland 4:1 4.5 
153 54 VI irrigated 3:1 18 
149 18 IV dryland 4:1 4.5 
149 120 IV irrigated 2:1 60 
122 2 IV irrigated 2:1 1 
115 18 VI dryland 6:1 3 
115 2 VI irrigated 3:1 0.7 
143 2 VII dryland 10:1 0.2 
150 170 IV irrigated 2:1 85 
154 50 IV irrigated 2:1 25 
170 30 VI dryland 6:1 5 
178 4 VI dryland 6:1 0.7 
154tl 25 IV irrigated 2:1 12.5 
170tl 8 VI dryland 6:1 1.3 
Total 521   221.4 

 
ProducƟon Uses 

Per County Rules SecƟon IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural producƟon.   

The property has historically been used for and conƟnues to be used for farming – hay 
producƟon. 

CompaƟble Uses 

Per County Rules SecƟon IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural producƟon. 
However, secondary uses that are incidental to or supporƟve of the commercial agricultural use can 
be allowed. 

Several acres are dedicated to agricultural accessory structures, hay and equipment storage.  

ResidenƟal Uses 

County Rules SecƟon IV, Item B, allows for residenƟal structures, which are to be occupied by 
persons directly engaged in the commercial agricultural operaƟon or exisƟng residenƟal 
structures may be rented. 

There is one residence which is rented out long term. 
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 76025 

 
Exhibit B – Property Under Current Contract 76033 
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Exhibit C - LocaƟon 

 
Exhibit D- Zoning 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

115 Dunnlake-Lequieu complex, 2 
to 9 percent slopes

16.0 4.6%

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

1.3 0.4%

149 Modoc loam, 0 to 2 percent 
slopes

140.3 40.7%

150 Modoc loam, bedrock 
substratum, 2 to 5 percent 
slopes

114.7 33.3%

153 Mudco gravelly sandy loam, 2 
to 5 percent

54.1 15.7%

154 Munnell gravelly loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

0.2 0.1%

165 Rojo sandy loam, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

17.7 5.1%

Totals for Area of Interest 344.3 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties Iron Horse Acres - Map 1 of 2

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/16/2025
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Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties; and Klamath ...
(Iron Horse Acres - Map 2 of 2)
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

115 Dunnlake-Lequieu complex, 2 
to 9 percent slopes

5.5 2.8%

143 Lequieu very stony loam, 0 to 
2 percent slopes

3.1 1.6%

150 Modoc loam, bedrock 
substratum, 2 to 5 percent 
slopes

59.3 29.9%

154 Munnell gravelly loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

52.1 26.3%

170 Searles-Orhood complex, 15 to 
30 percent slopes

30.2 15.2%

Subtotals for Soil Survey Area 150.3 75.8%

Totals for Area of Interest 198.4 100.0%

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

154tl Munnell gravelly loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

26.7 13.4%

170tl Searles-Orhood complex, 15 to 
30 percent slopes

8.1 4.1%

178 Ruclick-Deven families 
complex, 0 to 9 percent 
slopes.

13.4 6.7%

Subtotals for Soil Survey Area 48.1 24.2%

Totals for Area of Interest 198.4 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties; and 
Klamath National Forest Area, Parts of Siskiyou County, California, and Jackson County, 
Oregon

Iron Horse Acres - Map 2 of 2

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Williamson Act Gontract Amendment Questionnaire
lron Horse Acres, LLCOwner Name(s):

Parcel Numbers . 0 1 0-'1 50-330, 01 0-1 40-430, 010 -1 40-240, 01 0-1 40-250, 01 0- 1 40-020

How long have you owned this land? 13 yearr

Lienholders ! Deed of Trust included in packet tr No lienholders for this property

Company Name: Contact Name:
Phone: Email:

Type of Agricultural Use:

u Grazing

! Dry pasture acreage Species:

6 Field crop acreage 394 Crops grown

I Row crop acreage Crops grown

# days per yr.

! lrrigated pasture acreage Species: # head # days per yr.

ll Dry farming acreage _ Crops grown Production per acre

timothy, alfalfa Production pe |. 
""r" 

5-6 lons/acre

! Other acreage

Production per acre

Production per acre

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) Center Pivot

! Timber Production acreage _
Other Uses:

lndicate ff thls ls concurrent with the Ag Uses above or the so/e use of the acreage noted

u Timber Production acres I I with _ag use I only use

! Residential acres

i r Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

tl Surface mining acres ! with _ag use ! only use

tl Equine pasture and facilities acres ! with _ag use n only use

p Agricultural Enterprises 127 acres gwith supporting"n use6only use

! Open Space

! Other

_acres where no ag use is occurring

acres. Description:

f with ag use tr No ag uses

U Conservation Program

! with

acres. (attach Conservation EasemenUAgreement)

ag use I No ag uses

# head

Type-

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 4 of 6
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Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Red Rock Siskiyou, LLC Number of acres 521

Use of land Agriculture - Hay production

Terms of lease $1 80/irrigated acre Lease termination date Decembet 31,2027

Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value.

Hvrgz-4- /€.< LLz-
Signed

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city

Name of City:

Date al-l>S-

lYes trNo

Wlliamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 5 of 6
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