
Staff Report 
Submission Date: August 14, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Recommendation by Staff to issue a Notice of Non-Renewal of portions of certain 
Williamson Act Contracts. 

Location: Multiple Parcels in Siskiyou County 

Exhibits: A. Contracts 71064B, 92015A, 92015B– Whipple 
1. Contract 71064B  

  2. Contract 92015A 
  3. Contract 92015B 
 B.  Contract 72025B – Caswell 

 1. Contract 72025B 
 C. Contract 71011 (portion) – Whiteland & Walker 
  1. Contract 71011 

Background and Discussion 

Pursuant to Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves 
and Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), staff continues to survey and review properties under 
Williamson Act contract to verify compliance and determine if commercial agricultural operations 
continue to be the primary use of the property. If responses are not submitted to the County or if they 
are incomplete, staff provides notification that the information must be provided within 30 days. If a 
response is not received at that time, a notice to comply is sent which notifies the owner that staff 
will be recommending a Notice of Non-Renewal be issued for their property should they not submit 
the requested information, in accordance with the county guidelines.  
 
Staff has corresponded with each owner individually regarding the recommendation to issue a notice 
of non-renewal for their property.  
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71064B, 92015A, 92015B– Whipple 

 
Figure 1 – 71064B, 92015A, 92015B – Jennifer Whipple property 

Subject Property - 
533 acres located east the city of Etna and east of Eastside Road on APNs 023-071-560, 023-080-380, 
023-080-390, 023-330-010 (Figure 1). 
Contract and Preserve History – 
71064B 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 71064B, as recorded on June 24, 1969, in the Siskiyou 
County Records in Volume 578, Page 163 (Exhibit A-1). 

o Consists of 80.03 acres with one property owner (Whipple). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – None specified 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established as noted in Board Minutes on February 28, 1969. 
92015A 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 92015A, as recorded on May 21, 1993, in the Siskiyou 
County Records as Document 1993-5557 (Exhibit A-2). 

o Consists of 280 acres with one property owner (Whipple). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – None specified 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 404 in Book 2. 
92015B 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 92015B, as recorded on May 21, 1993, in the Siskiyou 
County Records as Document No. 1993-5556 (Exhibit A-3). 

o Consists of 173 acres with one property owner (Whipple). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – None specified 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 404 in Book 2. 
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Compliance Issues- 
71064B 

• 2023 & 2025 Surveys were returned noting 20 acres is dedicated to hay production and the 
remaining acreage is dedicated to Open Space, Residential uses and horse pasture. (Exhibit B-
2). 

o Less than 25% of the property is dedicated to Commercial Agricultural Uses 
Guidelines Section IV explains that in order for property to be considered devoted to 
commercial production of agricultural commodities, as required, “… the owner 
substantiates commercial agricultural use on at least 60% of the property…” 

92015A 
• 2023 & 2025 Surveys were returned noting all of the property is dedicated to Open Space. 

92015B 
• 2023 & 2025 Surveys were returned noting all of the property is dedicated to Open Space. 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner 
• In person meeting discussion on July 31, 2025 

Summary 
This property does not meet the requirement that the majority of the property be dedicated to the 
commercial agricultural use approved in the contract. This information was conveyed to the property 
owner. The owner did not provide a response. 
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72025B – Caswell 

  
Figure 2 – 72025B – Caswell Property 

Subject Property - 
160 acres located west of the city of Yreka on APN 014-181-320 (Figure 2). 
 
Contract and Preserve History – 
72025B 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72025B, noted as Clerk’s Contract 97, as recorded on 
February 25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651, Page 379 (Exhibit B-1). 

o One individual property owner (Caswell). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranch 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 184 in Book 4. 
Compliance Issues- 

• In 2023 the property owner returned their survey noting the use of the property as 
Timberland. 

• In 2025 the property owner returned their survey noting the use of the property as Open 
Space/Recreation with a portion dedicated to a nursery. 

o Staff met with the property owner to discuss the requirements of their contract and 
what they intend to use the property for.  
 The property will be managed Timberland with a tree nursery. 

The owner was informed that the property no longer qualifies for Williamson Act as there is no 
commercial agricultural use occurring with no intent to resume Ranching, as is the designated use in 
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the contract. It was recommended, if the property meets the requirements for Timber Production 
Zoning, that would be the most appropriate zoning considering their planned use of the property.  
It was further explained - 

 Government Code Section 51282.5 provides that land which has been zoned as 
Timberland Production may be petitioned the Board for cancellation and no 
cancellation fees shall apply.  

 The Cancellation process outlined under Government Code Section 51282 
requires that a Notice of Non-renewal be issued in order for the Board to make 
the required findings to approve a request for cancellation.  
 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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71011 (portion) – Whiteland & Walker 

 
Figure 3 – 71011 – Whiteland and Walker Property 

Subject Property - 
398.73 acres located on State Highway 3, north city of Etna on APNs 023-060-640 and 023-060-650 
(Figure 3). 
Contract and Preserve History – 
71011 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 71011, noted as Clerk’s Contract 10, as recorded on 
May 5, 1971, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 621, Page 260 (Exhibit C-1). 

o Consists of 1738.45 acres with four separate property owners (Burrone, Hale, Marchio 
and Whiteland/Walker). 

o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranching 
• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 404 in Book 2. 

Compliance Issues- 
• In 2023 the property owner returned their survey noting the use of the property as 

Timberland. 
• In 2023 the property owner returned their survey noting the use of the property as 

Timberland. 
• On December 31, 2024, the Planning Division staff sent a letter to the property owner letting 

them know that as their property was only a portion of a Williamson Act Contract and they 
would need to apply for their own contract. 
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o In response the property owner contacted planning staff. The issue of the change in 
use from Ranching to Timber Management/Production was discussed and the property 
owner has opted to apply to rezone to TPZ.  
 The property will be managed Timberland. 
 Government Code Section 51282.5 provides that land which has been zoned as 

Timberland Production may be petitioned the Board for cancellation and no 
cancellation fees shall apply.  

 The Cancellation process outlined under Government Code Section 51282 
requires that a Notice of Non-renewal be issued in order for the Board to make 
the required findings to approve a request for cancellation.  

o June 10, 2025 – An application for a rezone from AG-2 and R-R to TPZ was received. 
Method of Correspondence  

• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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