
Staff Report 
Submission Date: July 28, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Hale APA-25-19, Williamson Act Contract No. 71011 and 71019, Application to 
rescind property from the existing contracts and reissue a single contract 
consisting solely of their property with the primary Commercial Agricultural Use 
of rangeland and pasture for livestock production and forage. 

Location: The project site is located north of the city of Etna on Highway 3 and Holzhauser 
Lane, on APNs 023-040-180, 023-040-300, 023-051-480, 023-051-490, 023-440-
220, 023-440-250, 023-440-460, 023-440-470, 023-450-080, 023-450-090, 023-
450-120, 023-460-010, 023-060-300, 023-060-620, 023-060-630, 023-060-670, 
Township 42N, Range 9W, Sections 8, 9, 16, 17, 20, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 71011 
B. Map of property under existing contract No. 71019 
C. Location Map  
D. Zoning Map 
E. Map of 34 acres Not Currently Under Contract 
F. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 
G. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
H. Existing Contract 71011 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 
I. Existing Contract 71019 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The applicant has requested to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contract 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under their ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 832.54 acres, which currently has portions of land under two contracts, each of which 
has multiple property owners.  

During the initial review, it was found that a 34-acre portion (Exhibit E) of one parcel that is proposed 
to be included in the Williamson Act Contract is under Williamson Act Contract. Staff reached out to 
the applicant regarding this issue, as the entire legal parcel should be under contract. The applicant 
explained that the 34-acre portion has continued to be used for livestock grazing as part of the ranch.  

The applicant would prefer to have the 34 acres included in the new contract, increasing the acreage 
to 866.54 acres. 
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Parcel Creation 

• A portion of APN 023-040-300, 023-051-490, 023-051-480, 023-440-220 with a portion of APN 
023-440-460 is one 246.5-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 
September 25, 1958, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 411 at Page 13.  

• A portion of APN 023-040-300, 023-040-180, 023-440-250 with a portion of 023-440-460 is 
one 160-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on May 24, 1967, in Siskiyou 
County Records in Volume 543 at Page 831  

• APNs 023-060-300, 023-060-620, 023-060-630, 023-060-670, 023-440-470, 023-450-120, 023-
460-010 and 023-450-090* together are one 460.04-acre legal parcel as described as Hale 
Parcel in Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on May 27, 2004, in Siskiyou County Records 
as Document No. 2004-0008152. 

*A 34-acre portion (APN 023-450-090) of this parcel is not under Williamson Act 
Contract. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 
• 426.04 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 71011 (Clerk’s 

Record - 570) as recorded on June 24, 1969, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 577 at 
Page 710. And amended by APA0302 as recorded in the Siskiyou County Records as Document 
No. 2004-0007214 on May 11, 2004. 

• 460.5 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 71019 (Clerk’s 
Record – 3) as recorded on May 11, 1971, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 621 at 
Page 260. 

Agricultural Preserve 
The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve which is made up of property that is not 
contiguous or owned in common. 

• 426.04 acres is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
Resolution 404 in Book 2. 

• 460.5 acres is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s Minute 
Order on February 23, 1971. 
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 
Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 
one ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserves consists of property under several different ownerships and the 
property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserves should be amended to remove the subject 
property and a new Ag Preserve be established, consisting only of the subject property. 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 
meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 
owned in common.  

The subject property consists of three parcels totaling 866.54 acres, exceeding the 100-acre 
minimum size. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 
All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

The property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1), Non-Prime 
Agricultural (AG-2) and Rural Residential Agricultural (R-R) as shown on the zoning map 
(Exhibit D). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 
is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 160, 246.5 and 460.04 acres, the parcels meet the minimum acreage requirement.  
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Legal Parcel Inclusion – Increase in Acreage 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, an increase in Ag Preserve and Williamson Act Contract is 
considered to be a significant increase if it is more than 2.5 percent of the contracted property but 
not to exceed 25 acres or as determined by the Board of Supervisors and advised by the Administrator 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Only 426.04 acres of the 460.04-acre parcel is under contract. The entire legal parcel should be 
included in the new contract. 
The proposal would increase the acreage under contract by 34 acres, which could be 
considered less than significant as it is not more than 25 percent (106.51 acres for this 
proposed contract) even though it is more than a 25-acre increase. 

Agricultural Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 
Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 
VII.  

The land contains approximately 557.6-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in the 
table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 
 

Equivalent  
136 346.54 III 2:1 173.27 

 
137 274 II 1:1 274 
198 155 III 2:1 77.5 
104 43 

 

IV 2:1 21.5 
212 18 VIII 0:1 0 
223 17 III 2:1 8.5 
115 8 IV 4:1 2 
184 5 VI 6:1 0.83 
Total 866.54   557.6 

 

Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The property has historically been used for and continues to be used for livestock grazing and 
farming.  
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 71011 

 
Exhibit B – Property Under Current Contract 71019 
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Exhibit C - Location 

 
Exhibit D – Zoning 
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Exhibit E – 34 acres proposed to be added to contract (shown in red) 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

104 Atter very gravelly sandy loam, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

43.6 5.0%

115 Boomer loam, cool, 5 to 30 
percent slopes

8.3 0.9%

136 Diyou loam 350.3 40.0%

137 Diyou loam, drained 277.5 31.7%

184 Marpa-Kinkel-Boomer, cool 
complex, 15 to 50 percent 
slopes

4.8 0.6%

198 Odas sandy loam 155.8 17.8%

212 Riverwash 17.9 2.0%

223 Settlemeyer loam, drained, 2 
to 5 percent slopes

17.2 2.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 875.4 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part Hale

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

f)nttc ilnuOwner Name(s).

Parcel Numbers: J 6 A

How long have you owned this land? Ll Ynos

Lienholders .- Deed of Trust included in packet - No lienholders for this property

Company Name: Contact Name
Phone: Email:

Type of Agricultural Use:

YGtazing
/ Dry pasture acreage 2N Spec;ss Qdr.rd ( A$LC # head 9Qo # days per yr. grno,tgt

# days per yr.S/"ttrrur

6 tr*l

N

.r lnigated pasture acreage 3co Species: CArl LC # head Aoo
.- 

Dry farming acreage € Crops grown- Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

- Field crop acreagefu- Crops grown TcrY

Row crop acreage ,0o Crops grown &an,

I Other acreage

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.)

- Timber Production acreag
"{}

Other Uses:

lndicate if this is concunent with the Ag Uses aboye or the sole use of the acreage noted

r Timber Production .e
Residential 'O acres

- Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

- Surface mining acres with _ag use only use

I Equine pasture and facilities _ acres with _ag use I only use

- Agricultural Enterprises _ acres t with _ag use L only use

I Open Space

I Other

_acres where no ag use is occurring

acres. Description

I with ag use tl No ag uses

I Conservation Program

r With

acres. (attach Conservation EasemenUAgreement)

ag use . No ag uses

Type-
h

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 4 of 6

Total Acres in Agricultural Production: 8OO

ar :* f lut

acres , with _ag use only use
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Land Leased to Others

Name of owner AJ fr' Number of acres

Use of land

Terms of lease

Cerlification

Lease termination date

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value.

Signed Date q--7 e{
Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City:

Present Zoning

trYes El(o

Williamson Act Conlract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 5 of 6
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