
Staff Report 
Submission Date: June 5, 2025 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: John & Trina Cofer APA-25-08, Williamson Act Contract Nos. 72014 and 84004, 

Application to rescind property from the existing contracts and reissue a single 

contract for each ranch under their ownership with the primary Commercial 

Agricultural Use of intensive farming and livestock grazing. 

Location: The project site is located east of Highway 97, south of the community of 

Macdoel, on APNs 003-440-050, 011-250-410, 011-370-010, 011-380-030, 011-

380-040, 011-380-050, 011-380-060, 011-380-190; Township 46N, Range 1W, 

Section 34 and Township 45N, Range 1W, Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 and Township 

45N, Range 2W, Sections 1 & 12, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 72014 

B. Map of property under existing contract No. 84004 

C. Location Map  

D. Zoning Map 

E. NRCS Soils Data and Maps 

F. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaires 

G. Existing Contract 72014 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

H. Existing Contract 84004 and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

John and Trina Cofer have submitted an application which requests to rescind their property from the 

existing Williamson Act Contracts and reissue separate contracts for the property under their 

ownership. The subject property consists of three separate ranches, Ranch #1 at 473.6 acres, Ranch 

#2 at 935 acres and Ranch #3 at 996 acres. The total acreage is approximately 2404.6 acres, which is 

currently under two contracts that have multiple property owners.  

The project does not propose to increase or decrease the number of acres under Williamson Act 
contract or in Agricultural Preserve. 
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Parcel Creation 

• APNs 011-250-410 and 011-380-190 together are one 473.6-acre, legal parcel as described in 

Boundary Line Adjustment as recorded on May 21, 1981, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 

917 at Page 466.  

• APN 011-380-040 is one 328-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

• APN 011-380-050 is one 156-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

• APN 011-380-030 is one 287-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

• APN 011-380-010 is one 200-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

• APN 011-380-060 is one 320-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

• APN 003-440-050 is one 640-acre, legal parcel as described in Grant Deed as recorded on 

October 16, 1968, in Siskiyou County Records in Volume 565 at Page 808.  

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

• 473.6 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 84004 (Clerk’s 

Record - 406) as recorded on December 23, 1985, the Siskiyou County Records as Document 

No. 1985-0849. 

• 1931 acres of the subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 72014 (Clerk’s 

Record - 91) as recorded on February 25, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651 at 

Page 301 

Agricultural Preserve 

Portions of the subject property are within two different Agricultural Preserves. Each preserve is made 

up of property which is not contiguous or owned in common. 

• Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s Resolution No. 84-362. 

• Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s Resolution No. 184 in Book 4. 
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Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Property ownership 

Under the County Rules Section VI, Item B, parcels within an agricultural preserve should be under 

one ownership or contiguous.  

The existing Ag Preserves consist of property under several different ownerships, and the 

property is not contiguous. The existing Ag Preserves should be amended to remove the subject 

property and a new Ag Preserve for each separate ranch be established. 

Preserve Size 

According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 

Williamson Act Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To 

meet this requirement, two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are 

owned in common.  

Ranch #1 consists of one 473.6-acre parcel, exceeding the 100-acre requirement. 

Ranch #2 consists of three parcels, which together total 935 acres, exceeding the 100-acre 

requirement. 

Ranch #3 consists of three parcels, which together total 996 acres, exceeding the 100-acre 

requirement.  

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item c.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Non-Prime Agricultural (AG-2) and 

Prime Agricultural (AG-1) as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit E). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 

agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property 

is evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 156, 200, 287, 320, 328, 473.6 and 640 acres, the parcels meet the minimum acreage 

requirement.  
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Agricultural Soils Class 

Per County Rules Section III, Item B, Agricultural land in a contract must contain at least 40 acres of 

Class I or II equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or 

VII.  

The Ranch #1 contains approximately 137.225-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in 

the table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 

I 

Equivalent  
141 227 VI Irrigated 1:10 22.7 
122 107 IV Irrigated 2:1 53.5 
155 104.5 IV Irrigated 2:1 52.25 
181 26.5 IV 4:1 6.625 
162 8.6 IV 4:1 2.15 

Total 473.6   137.225 
 

The Ranch #2 contains approximately 219.65-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in 

the table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 

I 

Equivalent  
182 376 IV 4:1 94 
181 284 IV 4:1 71 
122 170 IV 4:1 42.5 
114 79 VI 10:1 7.9 
171 15 VI 10:1 1.5 
162 11 IV 4:1 2.75 

 
Total 935   219.65 

 

The Ranch #3 contains approximately 84.85-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils as shown in 

the table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit F).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class 

I 

Equivalent  
173 578 VI 10:1 17.3 
114 184 VI 10:1 11.4 
165 118 IV 4:1 41.25 
104 76 VI 10:1 7.6 
182 22 IV 4:1 5.5 

 
171 18 VI 10:1 1.8 

Total 996   84.85 
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Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

Ranch #1 has historically been used for and continues to be used for intensive farming – hay 

production.  

Ranch #2 has historically been used for and continues to be used for pasture for livestock 

production with hay farming. 

Ranch #3 has historically been used for and continues to be used for rangeland for livestock 

production and forage.  

Compatible Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production. 

However, secondary uses that are incidental to or supportive of the commercial agricultural use can 

be allowed. 

Ranch #2 and #3 do not have any other uses occurring.  

Residential Uses 

County Rules Section IV, Item C allows for residential structures, which are to be occupied by 

persons directly engaged in the commercial agricultural operation.  

Ranch #1 has one residence. The residence is owner occupied. 
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Exhibit A – Property Under Current Contract 84004 
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Exhibit B – Property Under Current Contract 72014 
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Exhibit C - Location 
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Exhibit D - Zoning 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

108.5 22.5%

141 Leavers sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

228.5 47.4%

155 Munnell gravelly loam, slightly 
wet, 0 to 2 percent slopes

105.2 21.8%

162 Poman loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

8.9 1.8%

181 Truax fine sandy loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

27.8 5.8%

182 Truax-Searles, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

2.0 0.4%

189 Water 1.4 0.3%

Totals for Area of Interest 482.3 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA-25-08 Butte

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

5/5/2025
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

114 Dunnlake-Bucklake-Lequieu 
complex, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

78.0 8.4%

122 Fordney loamy fine sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes, south, 
MLRA 21

169.7 18.2%

154 Munnell gravelly loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

5.6 0.6%

162 Poman loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

9.8 1.0%

171 Searles-Orhood complex, 30 to 
50 percent slopes

13.3 1.4%

181 Truax fine sandy loam, 0 to 5 
percent slopes

281.9 30.2%

182 Truax-Searles, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

374.1 40.1%

Totals for Area of Interest 932.4 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA-25-08 Criss

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

104 Capona cobbly loam, 5 to 30 
percent slopes

81.5 7.9%

107 Dehill fine sandy loam, 5 to 15 
percent slopes

0.4 0.0%

114 Dunnlake-Bucklake-Lequieu 
complex, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

189.7 18.5%

165 Rojo sandy loam, 2 to 9 
percent slopes

123.3 12.0%

171 Searles-Orhood complex, 30 to 
50 percent slopes

22.5 2.2%

173 Searles-Truax-Orhood 
complex, 2 to 15 percent 
slopes

582.2 56.7%

182 Truax-Searles, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

27.4 2.7%

Totals for Area of Interest 1,027.2 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA-25-08 Starr

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

Owner Name(s) . John G Cofer and Trina T Cofer Trustee

Parcel Numbers: 011-380-190-000 *' Dtl- 25o - 9to-O
How long have you owned this landu 2019

t-ientrolders /6eed of Trust included in packet r-t No lienholders for this property

Company 11"r". Harvest Capital Company Contact 11rr". Royce Ann Simmons

Phone: 503-263-6616 Email: rasimmons@ harvcap.com

Type of Agricultural Use:

I Grazing

ll Dry pasture acreage _ Species:

{oo
fl Fiel

# days per yr.

! lrrigated pasture acreage _ Species: # head # days per yr.

farming acreage 80 Crops g rcwn Cuva-t 
^-...- nra$a

Production oer acre i tan ,. - r'r?( 4,a,

d crop acreageffiSflCrops grown Production per acre 4 ton per ac

tr Row crop acreage _ Crops grown_ Production per acre

Production per acreu Other acreage Type-
Type of inigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) Pivot

Total Acres in Agricultural Production: 310 7 ac

D Timber Production acreage _
Other Uses:

lndicate if this is concunent with the Ag Uses above or the sole use of the acreage noted

! Timber Production acres t I with ag use u only use

Residential 27,9 acres

U Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

L Surface mining _ acres ! with _ag use Ll only use

L] Equine pasture and facilities _ acres U with ag use I only use

tr Agricultural Enterprises _ acres l-t with _ag use ! only use

tr Open Space acres where no ag use rs occumng

17 Other 10 7 acres. Description. Feedlot

tr with 100% ag use ! No ag uses

r-l ConservationProgram acres. (attach Conservation EasemenuAgreement)

ll With _ ag use fl No ag uses
Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

# head

Page 4 of 6
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Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Number of acres

Use of land

Terms of lease Lease termination date

Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has public value.

Signed /2t..""L Otu Date

UU
Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city: trYes trNo

Name of City:

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 5 of 6

Present Zoning
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

Owner Name(s) . John G Coler and Trina T Cofer Trustee

parcel Numbers. 01 1 -380-030,040,060

How long have you owned this landt 2019

Lienholders /OeeA ot frust included in packet ! No lienholders for this property

Company Name. Harvest Capital Company Contact 11rr". Royce Ann Simmons

Phone: 503-263-6616 Ema il: rasimmons@harvcap.com

Type of Agricultural Use:

6 Grazing

@ Dry pasture acreage 722 Specie
". 

Angus beel # head 155 - 7 montt # days per yr.

tr lrrigated pasture acreage _ Species: # head # days per yr

tr Dry farming acreage _ Crops grown_ Production per acre

{ Field crop acreage 213 crops grswn Alfalla and Grain Production per acre 4lon per ac

! Row crop acreage _ Crops grown_ Production per acre

Production per acre! Other acreage

Type of inigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) Pivot

Total Acres in Ag ricultural Production: 935 ac

n Timber Production acreage _
Other Uses:

lndicate if this is concunent with the Ag uses above or the sole use of the acreage noted

! Timber Production acres l l with ag use u only use

Lr Residential acres

lJ Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

fl Surface mining _ acres n with ag use tr only use

! Equine pasture and facilities _ acres t-t with ag use ! only use
rl Agricultural Enterprises _ acres Il with ag use E only use
U Open Space

tr Other

acres where no ag use is occuning

acres. Description:

t] With _- ag use tr No ag uses

Type-

tl Conservation program

I] with
acres. (attach Conservation EasemenUAgreement)

ag usesag use fl No
Williamso-n Act Contract Arnendment Guidelines
Revised 2025 Page 4 of 6
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Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Number of acres

Use of land

Terms of lease Lease termination date

Gertification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy

Signed Date

Planning mments Below

Name of City:

Present Zoning

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 5 of 6

and has public value.

The above propefi is within one mile of a city: trYes trNo

at1
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Williamson Act Gontract Amendment Questionnaire

Owner Name(s) . John G Cofer and Trina T Cofer Trustee

parcel Numbers. 003-440-050-000,01 1-370-010-000,01 1-380-050-000

How long have you owned this land? 2019

Lienholders I r Deed of Trust included in pacfet qr(

Company Name:
Phone:

o lienholders for this property

Contact Name:
Email:

Type of Agricultural Use:

6 Grazing

! Dry pasture acreage 996 Species. Angus # head 155 Tmonths # days per yr.

r-l lrrigated pasture acreage _ Species: # head

n Dry farming acreage _ Crops g rown

! Field crop acreage _ Crops grown

tl Row crop acreage _ Crops grown

! Other acreage

Type of inigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.)

Total Acres in Agricultural Production: 996 ac

! Timber Production acreage _
Other Uses:

lndicate if this is concurrent with the Ag Uses aboye or the sole use of the acreage noted

n Timber Production acres ! with ag use ! only use

! Residential acres

tl Offices, packing facilities, vending facilities, etc. _ acres

Ll Surface mining _ acres l] with ag use ! only use

tl Equine pasture and facilities _ acres r with ag use I1 only use

! Agricultural Enterprises _ acres U with _ag use r-t only use

ll Open Space acres where no ag use is occuning

ll Other _ acres. Description:

l] with ag use Ll No ag uses

Ll Conservation Program

Lt with

acres. (attach Conservation EasemenUAgreement)

ag use tl No ag uses

# days per yr

Type-

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2025

Page 4 of 6
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Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Number of acres

Use of land

Terms of lease Lease termination date

Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has pu ic value.

Signed \A^& Date

Planning Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city: trYes trNo

Name of City:

Present Zoning

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidetines
Revised 2025 Page 5 of 6
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