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Amendments as Proposed by the Rural County
Representatives of California (RCRC)

The people of the State of California
do enact as follows:
Page2 1 SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
2 following:
3 (1) The Legislature designed the Emergency Medical Services
4 System and the Prehospital Emergency Medical Care Personnel
5 Act, Division 2.5 of the Health and Safety Code (EMS Act) to
6 encourage coordination and planning among the state, local
7 governments, and private providers to achieve the most effective
8 and cost-effective prehospital emergency medical services (EMS)
9 on a countywide or regionwide basis.

10 (2) The EMS Act defines the roles, responsibilities, and
11 functions of the Emergency Medical Services Authority (Authority)
12 and the local EMS agencies, and some, but not all, of the roles,
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13 responsibilities, and functions of the counties and boards of
14 supervisors regarding prehospital EMS and ambulance services.
15 3)Sinece-the-enactment-of the EMS-Aetthe-courtsinHunt-v
16 Supertor-Court-(1999)21-Cal-4th- 984, City-of Lomitav—County
17 of Los Angeles (1983 148 Cal App.3d 671 City ol Lomita v,

1

(3) Other statutory authorities-and-ebligations-of a county and
the board of supervisors regarding the provision and regulation of

ambulance services, whether by public or private agreement,
permit, license, or other means, and the provision of ambulance
services for indigent county residents are located in statutes outside
of the EMS Act including, but not limited to, Sections 25369.5,
26612, 29606, and 54980 through 54983, inclusive, of the
Government Code, Sections 1443 through 1445, inclusive, 1451
through 1455, inclusive, and 1473 through 1475, inclusive, of the
Health and Safety Code, Section 2512 of the Vehicle Code, and
Sections 14136 and 16817 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

)

(4) As a result of how and where these various statutory
authorities are codified, significant confusion and uncertainty in
the state exists regarding the statutory authorities, roles,
responsibilities, rights, obligations, and functions of counties,
boards of supervisors, and local EMS agencies regarding
prehospital EMS and ambulance services and the interplay of
statutes addressing these services within and outside of the EMS
Act.

(b) Itis the intent of the Legislature in enacting this act te-elarify
do both of the following:
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Page3 33 (1) Clarify the statutory authorities, roles, responsibilities, Amendment 8
34 rights;ebligatiensrand functions of counties, boards of supervisors,
35 and local EMS agencies regarding EMS and ambulance services.
+ (2) Reaffirm the authority of boards of supervisors to decide, Amendment 9
+ as a policy matter, whether prehospital EMS and
ambulance services will be provided to persons located within
the county’s jurisdiction through a county department or
agency or by contracting with other local agencies or private
providers. — — Amendment 10

36 SEC2—Seetton1797202-of the Health-and-Safety Codeis

AB 2973 —4—
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Page4 29 (g) The Legislature tfinds and declares that the changes made

Page 5

30 bvd | ded_this subdivisi o] F existi
31 law

32 SEC3.
+ SEC. 2. Section 1797.234 is added to the Health and Safety
33  Code, to read:
34 1797.234. (a) The county and the board of supervisors may
35 exercise their statutory-autherity-authority, including their statutory
36 authority regarding prehospital EMS and ambulance services to
37 perform their functions-and-ebhgations—under this division-and
38 Part-S5(commencing—with-Seetion17000)-of Division-9—of-the
39 Welfare—andInstitutions—Cede—and to support the local EMS
+ agency’s functions under this division.
1 (b) Without limiting the authority of the board of supervisors
under any other provision of law, the county and the board of
supervisors may fulfill the county’s obligation to provide
ambulance services to persons located-in-the-county-within the
county’s jurisdiction under this division-andPartS5-(commeneing
with-Seetion17000)-of Diviston 9-of the Welfare—and Institutions
Ceode-by any of the following means or combination of means:
6 (1) Creating a separate county department to provide ambulance
7 services, providing the department with the necessary staffing,
8 wvehicles, and equipment, and operating such department as it staffs
9 and operates other county departments.
10 (2) Assigning the duty of providing ambulance services to
11 residents of the county to an existing county department and
12 providing the department with the necessary staffing, vehicles,
13 and equipment to provide ambulance services.
14 (3) Contracting with cities or local public agencies located
15  within the county to provide ambulance services within areas under
16 the jurisdiction of the county, the cities, or the local public
+ agencies.
17 (4) Contracting with private ambulance companies as provided
18 for by statute, including under this division.
19 (c) Contracts or assignments made under paragraph )-(1), (2),
20 or (3) of subdivision (b) that restrict operations to a county
+ department or agency or other local agency do not constitute
21 exclusive operating areas as defined by Section 1797.85 and do
not require the local EMS agency to utilize a competitive process
under Section 1797.224.
(d) This section does not supersede Section 1797.201.
6
+ (e) Nothing in this section affects, modifies, limits, or
otherwise impairs the authority’s enumerated powers and authorities
under the EMS Act.
+  (f) Nothing in this section affects, modifies, limits, or otherwise
impairs the medical control of the medical director of a local EMS
agency granted under the EMS Act.
9 &
+ (g) The Legislature finds and declares that the provisions of this
section are declaratory of existing law.




