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 Siskiyou County experienced another extremely active and damaging fire season in 2022 with 
three major wildland incidents impacting the county.  The McKinney, Mill, and Mountain Fires burned 
over 77,500 acres within the County and contributed to significant life, property, structure, and timber 
loss in and around our communities.  The 2022 fire season continued to be exacerbated by years of 
drought causing vegetation to be readily available for ignition. Once ignited windy conditions 
throughout fire season created extreme fire behavior and rapid fire spread of unwanted, uncontrolled 
fires.  

The McKinney fire ignited on July 29th within the Klamath River drainage Southwest of the 
community of Klamath River.  The McKinney Fire resisted aggressive initial attack efforts by firefighters 
early in the incident. A thunderstorm sat over the incident throughout the night causing extreme fire 
behavior. Erratic wind conditions from the thunderstorm pushed the fire through drought-stricken 
vegetation into the communities of Klamath River and threatened the communities of Yreka, Scott Barr, 
and Scott Valley causing large areas of residence to be evacuated. All Fire Departments in the county 
were called to respond to the McKinney Fire to assist with evacuation and the eventual control of the 
incident. The McKinney Fire grew to 60,138 acres, destroyed 185 structures, and claimed the lives of 4 
citizens. The fire destroyed much of the community of Klamath River and closed California State 
Highway 96 for multiple days.   

The Mill Fire started on started on September 2nd near Railroad Avenue within the City of Weed. 
The fire quickly spread North through the community of Lincoln Heights, jumping Highway 97 and 
burning into the community of Lake Shastina.  The Fire was influenced by strong South winds causing 
extreme fire behavior and spread.  The incident burned 3,935 acres, destroyed 118 structures, and 
claimed the lives of 2 citizens before being controlled. CALFIRE along with Siskiyou County local 
government resources effected many citizen rescues, saving numerous individuals from further injury.   
The incident caused a large number of residents in the area to be evacuated and the closure of State 
Route 97 for several days.    

The Mountain Fire began on September 2nd as well, igniting along Gazelle-Callahan Road West of 
Gazelle, challenging the response capacity of all departments within Siskiyou County. The fire was also 
influenced by the strong South winds that day and saw explosive growth and fire behavior.  The 
Mountain Fire burned 13,440 acres, destroyed 4 structures, and caused the evacuation of the 
surrounding communities before being extinguished. 

These three Fires alone within Siskiyou County contributed to over 21 percent of the 362,455 
burned within California in 2022. Siskiyou Counties Local Fire Departments, Law Enforcement, OES, as 
well as many other County departments responded to all these fires. Many other fires were responded 
to and extinguished rapidly, in much smaller footprints because of aggressive initial attack by first 
responders. The collaboration and communication between agencies combined with the dedication of 
volunteer fire firefighters within the county lead to success in reducing further loss of life, property, and 
natural resources within Siskiyou County.  

  



“To provide for a system of fire protection services to all areas of the County” 

County of Siskiyou 
Fire Warden 

 

Darryl A. Laws 
1809 Fairlane Road  P.O. Box 128, Yreka, CA 96097 

Phone: (530) 842-3516  Fax: (530) 842-7952 
 

M e m o r a n d u m  
 
To: Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors     Date:  July 20, 2023 
 
From:  Darryl A. Laws 
 County Fire Warden 
 
Subject:   Serving the Citizens of Siskiyou County 
 
Honorable members of the Board, 
 
As the appointed Siskiyou County Fire Warden, Department Head for Siskiyou County Service Area No. 4 
(CSA-4) and Siskiyou General County Fire (GCF), I perform the duties and expectations in relation to fire 
incidents, fire protection and fire prevention as required by the Board of Supervisors.  I am tasked with 
providing for a system of fire protection services to all areas of the county by administration of mutual aid 
agreements, including the Amador plan, and by providing each fire agency with emergency response 
resources and support when needed in the service of the citizens of Siskiyou County.   
 
CSA-4 provides extended county services for structural fire protection, as well as other fire related services for 
the protection of life and property outside of cities and existing fire protection districts.  CSA-4 encompasses 
the entire county which includes four “Fire Zones” and four “Hose Companies”.  The Fire Zones have special 
tax assessments that generate revenue to provide emergency service for their areas.  The Fire Zones include 
Hammond Ranch, McCloud, Mt. Shasta Vista, and Pleasant Valley.  The Hose Companies are donation-based 
departments that provide emergency services to their areas.  The Hose Companies include Hilt, Klamath 
River, Salmon River, and Seiad Valley. 
 
GCF maintains an inventory of emergency preparedness and response equipment that includes fire engines, 
mobile air compressor trailers, hazardous material decontamination trailers, mass-casualty trailers, and brush 
chippers.  These items are used throughout the county in support of emergency incidents, training, fuel 
reduction projects and special events.  The fire engines are often rented by CAL FIRE in support of state fire 
emergencies which has created an annual revenue source.  The revenue generated in fiscal year 22/23 is 
currently $385,792.  A portion of these funds are then reinvested in equipment purchases, maintenance, and 
replacement to continue equipment rental to the State of California. 
 
The County of Siskiyou provides extended county services of structural fire protection through a Cooperative 
Fire Protection Agreement with CAL FIRE outside of the declared fire season (Amador).  The agreement funds 
two firefighter positions, a fire station, and a fire engine.  CAL FIRE only bills for actual services rendered, 
which results in significant savings for the agreement amount annually.    
  
Dispatch services are provided by CAL FIRE through a Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement (Schedule A). 
The two Communication Operator positions allow the Yreka Interagency Command Center (YICC) to provide 
24 hour, wide-awake 9-1-1 service to the public.  The YICC is the single 9-1-1 answering point for all fire and 
medical emergencies within the county.  The YICC dispatched 11,685 emergency incidents in 2022, with 8171 
emergency incidents on behalf of volunteer fire departments and 555 emergency incidents within CSA-4. 
 



Message to the 

Honorable Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors 

 

The Siskiyou County Fire Chiefs Association is working hard to bring training to the 
County Departments along with the County Fire Warden. The departments have been working 
together regionally for training and response. All department within the county are short of 
personnel and a few with one or two volunteer on their department.  While we have met for a look 
at the future of the fire departments within the county, we see an overwhelming need to have a 
county funded Training officer.  All of the department that have a good base also train regular.  
South County Departments along with the North County Departments have paired up regionally 
for drills and training classes. Other departments outside of those areas are struggling with Training 
and responses. 

Things that have happen: 

1. MOU with the KRRC, we have received 2 3600-gal water tenders, 8 Porta Tanks located 
in areas in the north county, 4- 5,000-gal Helicopter dip tanks, 4 -120 gal portable pumps, 
Dodge 5500 stake side, large chipper, and a dump trailer, this will help with our response 
to wildland and structure fire within the North County area. 

2. Yreka Fire Hosted an Engine Boss Class and a Driver/Operator class, we have 32 more 
engine operators from that class. 

3. District Expansion is at a standstill with the County to figure out how to process it. 
4. The GIS project from last year did not happen because of the County GIS employee left 

the county and no one has restarted it. 
5. Statewide Fire Quals review done by CAL FIRE, USFS and Local Government 

Departments working very well and process many folks. 
6. This year’s preparedness drill will be regionally in Mt Shasta and Yreka Area. 
7. The Zonehaven zone were used this year for all our fires, worked ok and will be updated 

from lesson learned. 

The Siskiyou County Fire Chiefs Association is run by the Fire Chiefs of Siskiyou County and 
are all Volunteers. Our focus is to ensure that all department stay informed and have the latest 
training and equipment, prevention, and Volunteer retention. We will be working on a tax benefit 
for Volunteers Fire Fighters thru Legislation, we need something to get and retain Fire Fighters. 
Thank you for the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors support to the County Fire Departments. 

 

Chief Bernie Paul 

South Yreka Fire Chief and SCFCA President 
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Abbreviation Department Name
CABTE Butte Valley Fire Protection District
CACCL Salmon River Volunteer Fire & Rescue Company
CACOC Copco Fire Protection District
CACPD Castella Fire Protection District
CADOR Dorris Fire Department
CADUN Dunsmuir Fire Department
CAETN Etna Fire Department
CAFTJ Fort Jones Fire Department
CAGAZ Gazelle Fire Protection District
CAGND Grenada Fire Protection District
CAHAP Happy Camp Fire Protection District
CAHIL Hilt-Colestin Rural Fire District
CAHMM Hammond Ranch Fire Zone
CAHOR Hornbrook Fire Protection District
CAKLR Klamath River Fire Company
CAKNF Klamath National Forest
CALST Lake Shastina Fire Department
CAMCU McCloud Fire Department
CAMDF Modoc National Forest
CAMSH Mt. Shasta Fire Protection District
CAMSV Mt. Shasta Vista Fire Zone
CAMTF Montague Fire Department
CAMTN Mayten Fire Protection District
CAMTS Mt. Shasta City Fire Department
CAPVF Pleasant Valley Fire Zone
CASEI Seiad Valley Fire Company
CASHF Shasta-Trinity National Forest
CASHU CAL FIRE Shasta-Trinity Unit
CASIS Siskiyou County Fire Department
CASKU CAL FIRE Siskiyou Unit
CASRF Six Rivers National Forest
CASSV Sierra Sacramento Valley
CASVF Scott Valley Fire Protection District
CASYR South Yreka Fire Protection District
CATUL Tulelake Fire Protection District
CAWED Weed Fire Department
CAYRE Yreka Fire Department
ORODF Oregon Department of Forestry



2/9/2023AGENCY INCIDENT
 COUNT REPORT with TC

01/01/2022 to 12/31/2022
YFC

Veg Fire Structure 
Fires

Vehicle 
Fires

Other Fires Traffic 
Collisions

Medical Haz-Mat / 
FMS

Pub / Svc 
Other

Total

CABTE 1 0 0 7 2 28 2 5 45

CACCL 0 0 0 0 1 15 0 1 17

CACOC 0 0 0 0 1 13 0 4 18

CACPD 4 0 8 12 17 67 4 34 146

CADOR 1 6 0 10 3 122 1 39 182

CADUN 3 8 5 44 27 290 18 108 503

CAETN 0 0 0 11 4 77 1 26 119

CAFTJ 0 3 1 14 2 123 3 30 176

CAGAZ 0 3 1 4 4 14 1 26 53

CAGND 2 1 4 8 13 66 0 27 121

CAHAP 1 0 1 7 5 215 4 46 279

CAHIL 0 0 1 4 18 7 0 8 38

CAHMM 0 0 0 9 9 55 0 12 85

CAHOR 0 1 1 7 3 55 1 6 74

CAKLR 0 1 0 2 9 27 1 25 65

CAKNF 26 0 0 87 0 1 1 19 134

CALST 1 2 0 4 4 151 1 73 236

CAMCU 0 3 1 5 7 161 3 66 246

Agency

1



2/9/2023AGENCY INCIDENT
 COUNT REPORT with TC

01/01/2022 to 12/31/2022
YFC

Veg Fire Structure 
Fires

Vehicle 
Fires

Other Fires Traffic 
Collisions

Medical Haz-Mat / 
FMS

Pub / Svc 
Other

Total

CAMDF 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

CAMSH 1 5 3 32 24 232 6 83 386

CAMSV 2 0 1 1 2 27 0 11 44

CAMTF 5 9 4 32 19 306 9 79 463

CAMTN 0 2 0 6 5 47 1 46 107

CAMTS 3 6 0 64 17 424 16 121 651

CAPVF 0 0 0 0 1 27 0 1 29

CASEI 0 0 0 1 2 20 0 8 31

CASHF 2 0 0 8 0 0 0 18 28

CASHU 22 0 0 0 9 6 0 33 70

CASIS 4 2 2 5 29 70 3 68 183

CASKU 158 10 9 226 83 297 8 2,685 3,476

CASSV 0 0 0 0 0 135 0 3 138

CASVF 4 3 1 5 23 185 3 46 270

CASYR 0 0 1 7 8 137 2 27 182

CATUL 2 1 3 18 15 151 1 18 209

CAWED 12 8 6 72 19 446 17 112 692

CAYRE 9 12 11 214 47 1,661 35 414 2,403

2



2/9/2023AGENCY INCIDENT
 COUNT REPORT with TC

01/01/2022 to 12/31/2022
YFC

Veg Fire Structure 
Fires

Vehicle 
Fires

Other Fires Traffic 
Collisions

Medical Haz-Mat / 
FMS

Pub / Svc 
Other

Total

ORODF 0 0 2 4 8 3 0 3 20

Total 264 86 66 930 440 5,661 142 4,331 11,920

Veg Fire
Structure Fires

Vehicle Fires
Other Fires

Traff ic Collisions

Medical

Haz-Mat / FMS

Pub / Svc Other Veg Fire 2.2%

Structure Fires 0.7%

Vehicle Fires 0.6%

Other Fires 7.8%

Traff ic Collisions 3.7%

Medical 47.5%

Haz-Mat / FMS 1.2%

Pub / Svc Other 36.3%

Total: 100.0%

Count of Incident Types by Agencies

3



Brandon Griss
District 1 Superuisor
Siskiyou County
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Station
Number

Butte Valley Fire
Copco Fire Protection District
Dorris Fire Department
McCloud Fire Department
Montague Fire Department
Pleasant Valley Fire Zone
Tulelake Fire Department

Response area within District
Response area outside of District
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Danny Vanderboegh

Vacant

   1 0 7 2 28 2 5 45

6 0 0 6



Francis Gill

Danny Fontaine

  0 0 0 1 13 0 4 18

4 0 0 4



Vacant

1 6 10 3 122 1 39 182

12 1 0 13



0 3 6 7 161 3 66 246

25 2 5 32



Jasen Vela

Takeshi Murakami

5 9 36 19 306 9 79 463

24 2 26



Vito Andreatta

0 0 0 1 27 0 1 29

4 0 0 4



Nick Scott

Randy Darrow

2 1 21 15 151 1 18 209

22 2 1 25



Ed Valenzuela
District 2 Superuisor
Siskiyou County

o
Station
Number

O Castetta Fire Protection District
O Dunsmuir Fire Depaftment
@ Ut. Shasta Fire Protection District
(D n/t. Shasta Fire Department

I Response areawithin District
Sr Response area outside of District
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Dan Padilla

Gene Meyer

4 0 20 17 67 4 34 146

15 0 0 15



Dan Padilla

Gene Meyer

3 8 44 32 290 18 108 503

28 1 0 29



Cory Burns

Vacant

4 11 96 44 656 22 204 1037

16 7 2 25



Michael N. Kobseff
Districf 3 Superuisor
Siskiyou County

Station
Number

O Gazelle Fire Protection District O Response area within District

G) Grenada Fire protection District W" Response area outside of District

@ Hammond Ranch Fire Zone
(D take Shastina Fire Department
@ fr4ayten Fire Protection District

@ Mount Shasta Vista Fire Zone
(D WeeO Fire Department
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Jim McDonald

Vacant

0 3 5 4 14 1 26 53

11 0 2 13



Jasen Vela

Vacant

2 1 12 13 66 0 27 121

8 0 0 8



Kyle Lunsford

Vacant

0 0 9 9 55 0 12 85

5 0 0 5



Steve Pappas

Vacant

0 2 9 4 162 0 86 263

21 2 0 23



L.R. Grizz Adams 

Vacant

0 2 6 5 47 1 46 107

5 0 0 5



   2 0 2 27 0 11 44

5 0 4 9



Steve Duncan

Brian Carter

12 8 78 19 446 17 112 692

17 2 2 21



Nancy Ogren

District 4 Supervisor 

Siskiyou County 

Station 

Number 

0 South Yreka Fire District 

0 Yreka Fire Department 



Bernie Paul

Vacant

0 0 8 8 137 2 27 182

15 0 3 18



Jerry Lemos

BJ Laustalot

9 225 1661 35 414 2403

22 2 24



Ray A. Haupt
Districf 5 Superuisor
Siskiyou County
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Station
Number

@ Etna Fire Department
(D fort Jones Fire Department
@ Happy Camp Fire Protection District
(D Hitt Colestine Fire Protection District
@ Hornbrook Fire District
@ Xtamath River Fire Company
(D Salmon River Fire Company
@ SeiaO Valley Hose Company
(D Scott Valley Fire Protection District
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Alan Kramer

Dan Burbank

0 0 11 4 77 1 26 119

12 0 0 12



Joseph Hess

Vacant

0 3 15 2 123 3 30 176

18 3 5 26



1 0 8 5 215 4 46 279

 17     5     22



Steve Avgeris

Vacant

0 0 5 18 7 0 8 38

8 0 0 8



Tim Thurner

Vacant

0 1 8 3 55 1 6 74

4 0 0 4



Janet Jones

Vacant

0 1 2 9 27 1 25 65

11 0 8 19



Tina Bennett

William Keller

0 0 0 1 15 0 1 17

8 8



Paul Butcher

Steve Poling

4 3 6 23 185 3 46 270

15 3 3 21



Zach McCartney

Vacant

0 0 1 2 20 0 8 31

8 0 0 8


