
Staff Report 
Submission Date: January 30, 2023 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadete Cizin, Assistant Planner 

Subject: Costello APA-22-06, Applica�on to rescind property from the exis�ng contract and 
reissue a single contract consis�ng solely of their property with the Commercial 
Agricultural Use of Timber Produc�on. 

Location: The project site is located on State Highway 3, south and west of the city of Yreka 
on APN 014-210-160, Township 44N, Range 8W, Sec�on 12 MDBM.  

Exhibits: A. Map of property under exis�ng contract No. 78025
B. Loca�on Map
C. Zoning Map
D. Exis�ng Contract and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve
E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Ques�onnaire and Owner’s Statement

Background and Discussion 

The owner submited an applica�on on June 28, 2022, which proposed to rescind 190.39 acres from the 
exis�ng Williamson Act Contract, which currently has several owners under the one contract. During the ini�al 
review, it was found that 33.12 acres is a separate parcel (APN 014-210-160). The applicant was no�fied that 
this parcel does not meet the minimum 40-acre parcel size requirement. The applicant has opted to remove 
the 33.12-acre parcel (APN 014-210-160) from his proposal. 
As modified, per the applicant, the proposed project is a request to rescind 157.27 acres from the exis�ng 
Williamson Act Contract and reissue a contract consis�ng solely of property under one ownership. The subject 
property is currently under contract with 13 separate property owners. To accomplish this request, the Board 
of Supervisors would need to approve the rescission of property from the exis�ng Williamson Act contract and 
reentry into a new contract. 

The property is currently under contract (Exhibit D) with an approved use of ‘Ranch’, as it is a por�on of a large 
catle ranch which, over �me, has been sold off to several different owners. This por�on of the ranch has been 
historically used for and con�nues to be used for �mber harves�ng, as noted by the owner’s statement (Exhibit 
E). The property remains undeveloped.  

Parcel Crea�on 

• APNs 023-410-090 and 023-410-100 are separate legal parcels as confirmed by Cer�ficate of
Compliance as Parcels 3 and 6 of CC-18-02, recorded on February 8, 2019, in the Siskiyou County
Records as Document No. 19-001004.
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Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contract 

• The subject parcel is a por�on of Williamson Act Contract No. 78025 (Clerk’s No. 82) as recorded on
February 25, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651 at Page 62.

Agricultural Preserves 

• Agricultural Preserve established by Board Resolu�on No. 183, Book 4, adopted on February 9, 1972.

Analysis
Agricultural Preserve 

The subject property is under one exis�ng Agricultural Preserve. As there is no proposal to alter the 
boundaries, the preserve does not need to be amended.  

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to an agricultural use pursuant to Rules Sec�on III, Item D. 

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Non-Prime Agricultural, 40-acre minimum (AG-1-B-40) 
and Rural Residential, 40-acre minimum (R-R-B-40), as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Sec�on III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcel.  

One parcel exceeds the minimum at 157.27-acres.  
One parcel, that was part of the original application and has since been withdrawn, is substandard in size at 
33.12-acres. As this parcel does not meet the minimum 40-acre parcel size requirement, it should be considered 
for non-renewal. 

Agricultural Produc�on Uses 

Per County Rules Sec�on IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural produc�on. 

The growing of timber with the purpose of harvesting timber has been deemed an agricultural production 
(Section IV.A.#11) and thus allowed within an agricultural preserve. The owner has provided a statement, as 
part of Exhibit E, describing the current and future planned use of timber production. 

Pursuant to the County Rules Sec�on II. the Agricultural Preserve Administrator (Administrator) will review and 
make recommenda�ons on termina�ng (non-renewing) contracts. 
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)
1

Parcel Numbers:

How long have you owned this land? Z- i 2r<
J-

Type of Agricultural Use:

lrrigated pasture acreage

Dryfarming acreage l1O,Z1 1,^Ee- Production per acre lve 2<w nb4
Field crop average

Crops grown

Crops grown Production per acre

Row crop acreage Crops grown Production per acre

Production per acreOther acreage_ Type_

Other lncome:

Hunting rights $

Fishing rights $

Other

per year_
per yea acres

acres

f

rights $ pef year

per year

per year

per year

t)rpe

type

type

type

Other $

Other $

Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Number of acres

Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Lease termination date

Use of tand

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2021

Page 5 of 6

Owner's name:

Address:

Dry pasture acreage _

Type of inigation (pivot line, ditrfi, etc.)

Quarrying $-

Percent to owner_ Acres
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Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of fiber, or the land is used to supporl the agricultural economy
and has public value.

Signed Date

Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1 . This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed
change(s)

4- A copy of the Grant Deed for eacfi legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the propefi's existing Williamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city:

Name of City:

Present Zoning

EYes trNo

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 202'1

Page 6 of 6
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