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December 6, 2022

The Honorable Board of Supervisors County of Siskiyou
311 Fourth Street, Room 201
Yreka, CA 96097

SUBJECT: APPROVE THE “CALIFORNIA ASSESSORS’ ASSOCIATION
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AUTHORITY” JOINT POWERS
AUTHORITY (JPA) AGREEMENT.

Dear Board Members:

RECOMMENDATION:

A. Approve the “California Assessors’ Association Information Technology” Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) Agreement; and execute the agreement and submit an
executed copy to the Clerk of the Board for filing.

DISCUSSION/SUMMARY::

Historically, the State of California has offered programs to help Assessor’s Offices, as there are
often unfunded projects or mandates from the State of California. In the first two programs, funds
were available to all 58 counties. That was followed by a pilot program where eight counties
participated. Four years ago, there was a three-year grant program where participation was limited
by the State’s appropriations. Since the last grant program expired, the California Assessors’
Association (CAA) has worked to get funding for assessors included in the State’s budget to
continue supplementing the work of the Assessor’s Office. This year, we were successful in that
the State of California agreed to a $10 million grant to fund statewide Assessor IT projects. This
budget appropriation is $10 million per year for three consecutive years and can be found in SEC.
73 of Budget Trailer Bill SB 189. This grant does not require any matching funds from the

counties.

With this new program, the State Department of Finance has a few requirements: the projects must
benefit all 58 counties and taxpayers, and we must form a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) so state
funds can be deposited with a legal entity. The statute requires that the application for funds be
submitted by October 1, 2022. CAA completed and submitted the application on September 30,
2022. The statute also requires a JPA formation by November 15, 2022.
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In November 2020, California voters passed Proposition 19, which dramatically changed property
tax laws. This is the largest change in property tax laws in over 40 years. These changes require
the cooperation of county assessors throughout the State to certify and share property value
information statewide. The first project of this new JPA is aimed at creating a portal to file required
forms by taxpayers and a way for counties to collaborate on data collection and communication.

The second project approved by the State will create a public portal for schools, churches,
affordable housing providers, non-profits, museums, etc. to electronically file their request for
exemption from property taxes with all participating Assessor’s Offices. This will allow a more
efficient means of communicating and working with organizations and the Assessor’s Offices.

FINANCING:

The legal services needed to create the JPA is being funded by the California Assessors’
Association. Funding to develop the projects is being provided by the State via the Department
of Finance. In future years, once the programs are developed and operational, there will be ongoing
maintenance costs. If needed, the Siskiyou County Assessor’s Office may withdraw from the JPA

with at least ninety days’ written notice to the JPA.

VISION 2026:

This project supports the County’s 2026 Vision for a Prosperous & Vibrant Economy and a
Thriving & Resilient Population with access to high-quality County services.

Sincerely,
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Craig S Kay

Assessor-Recorder

cc: Auditor-Controller

County Administrator



