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Siskiyou County will pay Robert K. Weidner it’s portion of dues to represent Siskiyou, Modoc and Klamath County’s regarding Public Land, Environment and Natural Resources topics. The work to be performed is described in detail below:  

· Direct advocacy – Working with California and Oregon delegation members, key House and Senate committees, caucuses, and congressional leadership offices, we propose to seek emergency relief for the three county governments and their constituents.  We will also seek out and identify opportunities to include relief measures in congressional appropriations bills, infrastructure bills and other potential vehicles.  We will continue to make the case for emergency response from lawmakers by capitalizing on opportunities to highlight the plight of Klamath Basin farmers and the devastating economic effects being felt across the region.  In coordination with the Klamath Water Users Association and their Washington representatives, we envision executing a strategy for engaging both the legislative and executive branch to accomplish these goals.
· Strategic advising – We will develop strategies to achieve objectives, analyze legislation and regulations for potential impacts to the county governments, identify potential opportunities and threats as policy developments warrant, and provide updates and recommended courses of action to the 3-county coalition.  We will also continue regular communications with the 3-county coalition to provide expertise, strategic advising, and federal affairs updates, and respond to inquiries from County Supervisors/Commissioners and staff regarding federal legislation, regulations, and procedural developments.
· Relationship management with coalitions/stakeholder groups – We will liaise with national associations and/or regional trade associations and coalitions on behalf of the three county Boards of Supervisors/Commissioners in order to strategize with a broader coalition with similarly-situated constituencies, and expand opportunities for engagement with Capitol Hill and key executive administration officials.  As federal representatives, we will participate in meetings and conference calls and report to the County Boards of Supervisors/Commissioners.
· Securing funding opportunities – We will work to explore securing funding opportunities from various sources.  These potentially include disaster assistance programs through the U.S. Department of Agriculture (including the Commodity Credit Corporation and Risk Management Agency), Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the Bureau of Reclamation, among others.

Specific items to pursue:
· Seek additional funding from Bureau of Reclamation and Commodity Credit Corporation to be paid into the Klamath Project Drought Response Agency.
· Engage with House and Senate Appropriations Committees to examine the possibility of reprogramming funds at the Department of the Interior and Department of Agriculture to assistance programs for farmers.
· Review American Rescue Plan (COVID relief/stimulus bill) funds set aside for state and local governments to ensure the county governments are receiving all that they can from their respective states.
· Advocate for the three counties to be able to recover funds lost to harmful federal policies through Section 605 of the State and Local section of the American Rescue Plan, a provision championed by Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden that provides an additional funding stream for “revenue sharing counties” that contain significant federal lands.
· Work with USDA Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) to change qualifying years to allow 2020-21 losses for eligibility for the program.
· Work with USDA Risk Management Agency in pursuit of waiving current prevented planting rules and harvest date requirements to allow additional flexibility for Klamath Basin farmers.
· Examine Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Particulate Matter regulations and explore whether any assistance may be available for dust control to mitigate for clean air requirements while croplands are not in production due to Bureau of Reclamation water allocation reductions.
· Engage coalition groups noted above in pushing for inclusion of drought relief provisions as part of a Bureau of Reclamation-focused water infrastructure piece to be included in broader infrastructure legislation.


