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A Resolution Amending the Policies For Providing General Assistance to Indigent Persons In Siskiyou County
Whereas, Welfare and Institutions Code §17000 requires every county to relieve and support all incompetent, poor, indigent persons, and those incapacitated by age, disease, or accident, lawfully resident therein, when such persons are not supported and relieved by their relatives or friends, by their own means, or by state hospitals or other state or private institutions. In Siskiyou County, this program is referred to as General Assistance; and
Whereas, Welfare and Institutions Code §17001 provides that the Board of Supervisors of each County shall adopt standards of aid and care for the indigent and dependent poor of the County; and
Whereas, Welfare and Institutions Code §17109 provides that, “as a condition to the grant or continuation of aid to an indigent, the Board of Supervisors may require, as security for the moneys so expended, that the applicant transfer or grant to it such property or interest in property as the applicant has, or such portion thereof or estate therein or lien thereon as the Board specifies”; and 
Whereas, because a lien recorded with the County Clerk-Recorder is necessarily a public document, while the records concerning the administration of public benefits are otherwise confidential documents under Welfare and Institutions Code §10850, the Board of Supervisors wishes to minimize the publicity and attention involved in the release of a lien after satisfaction of the debt by a recipient of General Assistance; and
Whereas, pursuant to Golightly v. Molina (2014) 229 Cal. App. 4th 1501, when a Board of Supervisors delegates its authority it must retain sufficient power and establish adequate safeguards, such that it retains control over fundamental policy decisions; and
Whereas the County desired to update its policies and procedures to delegate authority to release liens to the Health and Human Services, Social Services Director, so that these documents do not need to be included on the Agenda of a meeting of the Board of Supervisors; and
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors that the following amended Siskiyou County General Assistance Policies Manual shall govern the granting of General Relief by the Department of Health and Human Services Agency, Social Services Division, and shall supersede and repeal Resolution 6119, dated December 4, 1956.
Be It Further Resolved, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
Passed and Adopted by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors at a regular meeting of said Board, held on the _____ day of _________, 2021 by the following vote:
AYES:	
NOES:	
ABSENT:	
ABSTAIN:	
	________________________________________
	Ray A. Haupt, Chair
	Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:
Laura Bynum,
County Clerk
By _________________________________
	Deputy, Wendy Winningham
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