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STAFF REPORT

MEETING DATE:
May 21, 2019
TO:
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

FROM:


Christy Cummings Dawson, Director, Community Development
SUBJECT:
Proposed Zone Change (Z1809) Amending Zoning District Map 10-6.205-93 and CEQA Determination


BACKGROUND

A proposed rezone of approximately 430.7 acres from Prime Agricultural (AG1) to Timber Production (TPZ). The project site is located in Guys Gulch, approximately 3.8 miles southwest of the community of Grenada, on APNs 014-340-320, 014-340-330, and 014-340-340; Township 44N, Range 7W, Section 36, MDB&M.
The project was considered by the Planning Commission at a public hearing on April 17, 2019. Following the hearing, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to adopt Resolution PC 2019-011, recommending that the Board of Supervisors adopt the CEQA Exemption for the project, and approve the proposed rezone (Z1809).
Notice of the project was published and posted as required prior to the Planning Commission meeting and no public comment was received. Notice of the project was published and posted as required prior to the Board of Supervisors meeting and no public comment was received as of the preparation of this staff report.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Staff evaluated the project’s potential for environmental impacts by reviewing the proposed rezone relative to Appendix G of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. It was determined that the rezone, as proposed, would not adversely impact the environment. The proposed Timber Production Zone (TPZ) is a more restrictive zoning than the current Prime Agricultural (AG1) zoning. The current and proposed uses of the property, growing and harvesting of timber, is allowed in both the AG1 and TPZ zone districts.  As the proposed rezone would be to a more restrictive zone district and the proposed uses are a continuation of the current uses, which are allowed under the current zoning, there is no potential for significant environmental impacts from the project
Because there is not substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the County, that the proposed rezone may have a significant effect on the environment, staff is recommending that the “common sense” exemption be adopted in accordance with Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. 
As detailed in Resolution PC 2019-011, the Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors adopt the CEQA exemption for the project. Should the Board of Supervisors concur with the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Board can adopt the CEQA exemption by approving the recommended motions below. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION

As detailed in Resolution PC 2019-011, it is the recommendation of the Planning Commission that the Board of Supervisors approve the proposed rezoning. Should the Board of Supervisors concur with the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors may adopt an ordinance amending Zoning District Map 10-6.205-93. A draft motion to this effect is provided below. 

RECOMMENDED MOTIONS
I move to take the following actions:

1. Introduce, waive, and approve the first reading of the proposed Presley rezoning to amend Zoning District Map 10-6.205-93; and

2. Direct the Clerk to schedule a continued public hearing on adoption of the CEQA exemption and a second reading of the ordinance amending Zoning District Map 10-6.205-93.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Draft Ordinance No. _______, an ordinance of the County of Siskiyou, State of California, reclassifying 430.7 acres of land from Prime Agricultural (AG1) and Non-Prime Agricultural, 40-acre minimum parcel size (AG2B40) to Timber Production (TPZ), on APNs 014-340-320, 014-340-330, and 014-340-340; a portion of Section 36 of Township 44N, Range 7W, MDB&M
B. Planning Commission Staff Report – April 17, 2019

C. Signed Resolution PC 2019-011
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