
May 01, 2018	
John P. Donnelly, Executive Director
Wildlife Conservation Board
 P.O. Box 944209
 Sacramento, CA 94244-2090  

Subject: Opposition to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s purchase of the Shasta Big Springs Ranch

Dear Director Donnelly:

The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors submits this letter to express opposition to the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approving and providing funding for the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to purchase the Shasta Big Springs Ranch, and opposition to CDFW purchasing the property outside of WCB funding. As we have outlined in previous letters (attached) we have several concerns with the current management of the property, the potential purchase by CDFW, and have made several requests that have gone largely un-answered by CDFW. 
When the property was purchased by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in 2009, with the support of Siskiyou County, it was with the intention of continuing to maintain the property as a production agriculture landscape while also completing projects and actions to improve fisheries habitat and benefit Coho Salmon. The Board understands that this may have required some in-stream water dedication and altering of management practices on the property, but with CDFW’s purchase of the water rights and almost exclusive in-stream dedication, the goals of TNC and plans outlined to the County have been abandoned. Other recent actions by CDFW on the property, including a proposed culvert removal project, leave the County concerned about the future environmental value of the property should it be purchased by CDFW. Last September, CDFW almost removed several culverts on Little Springs Creek which slow down water flow creating wetland areas for many species, including several pairs of Sandhill Cranes; in addition to providing much needed groundwater recharge which is vitally important to the Shasta Valley creeks and river system. 
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As described in the attached letters, CDFW currently owes in excess of $700,000 of un-paid property taxes for property it currently owns within the County, and has not provided the County with plans for how these back taxes will be paid, how future taxes will be paid, or how taxes would 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]be paid for the Shasta Big Springs Ranch. The property is currently enrolled under the Williamson Act where TNC pays $26,000 in property taxes, requiring that the taxes be subsidized by the County in  by approximately  $70,000 yearly, including these last several years where agriculture production has significantly decreased. Siskiyou County cannot afford to have a net loss of $26,000 per year, which would occur if CDFW were to acquire the property. Additionally, property may no longer be eligible for inclusion under the Williamson act due to the significant change in management of the property. 
The Meiss Lake project, located in Butte Valley, is another example of the State not having adequate resources to manage lands under its ownership. In this case, the County and State agree that the existing flood control system is obsolete yet the State is looking to the County for resources to prevent flooding of private property.  In addition, during a recent meeting, CDFW asked County staff if they would be exempt from any fees that may be assessed as part of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act due to their inadequate funding; fees which would be the responsibility of all landowners within a groundwater basin.
If left in the hands of private ownership, and allowed to be irrigated properly while still providing flows for in-stream benefits, it is the belief of the Board that the original intent behind TNC’s purchase could be served on the Shasta Big Springs Ranch. Forage would replace the increasing weeds that now inhabit the property, livestock stocking numbers would match those needed to operate an economically viable agriculture operation, habitat for several species would be supported, and increased shade, cooler water temperatures and spawning habitat for Coho Salmon would still be provided. These actions have been continually demonstrated for generations by other privately owned property throughout the County, much of which is within close proximity of the Shasta Big Springs Ranch. However, based on the actions performed by CDFW over the last several years, we fear that all of these goals would not be achieved, and the property would continue to be managed for a single species benefit. 
As a result of information provided above and within the attached letters, we again state our opposition to CDFW’s purchase of the Shasta Big Springs Ranch and the WCB providing the funding mechanism to CDFW. If you have any questions or would like to follow-up, please contact Elizabeth Nielsen, Project Coordinator, at (530) 842-8012 or enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us. This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on May 01, 2018, by the following vote:
AYES: 
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Sincerely,


Ray A. Haupt, Chair
Board of Supervisors



cc: Assemblyman Brian Dahle   
    
      Charlton Bonham
      Director, California Department of Fish and Wildlife

      Susan LaGrande, Deputy Director
      Office of Legislative Affairs

      Stafford Lehr, Deputy Director
      Wildlife and Fisheries Division

       Neil Manji, Manager
       Northern Region (Region 1)


