
February 06, 2018
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Wildlife Branch, Attn: Joe Hobbs
1812 Ninth St.
Sacramento, CA 95811

Subject: Comments re Draft Statewide Elk Conservation and Management Plan (Draft Plan)

Dear Mr. Hobbs:

Siskiyou County is keenly interested in the programs that outline how the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will manage elk populations throughout the County, including the Draft Statewide Elk Conservation and Management Plan (Draft Plan). Siskiyou County is home to several herds of both Rocky Mountain and Roosevelt Elk with varying characteristics among the herds. Over the years the County has expended funding towards monitoring elk herds and assisting in their recovery and management throughout the County. Several other groups, sportsmen, and individuals have been instrumental in donating time and funding towards elk recovery, which directly benefits CDFW’s elk programs. Much of the funding that the CDFW receives for elk management is due to the hard work and dedication of groups and individuals throughout the state, as well as through the sale of hunting licenses and big game tags.
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The County is concerned about CDFW’s plans to co-manage elk populations with federally recognized tribes, especially in areas where a tribe does not have jurisdiction. We are not aware of tribal participation and involvement in elk recovery and management throughout California, or tribal authority to regulate the take of elk as outlined in the Draft Plan, and would request that CDFW provide the County with this information. It is the County’s understanding that CDFW is vested with the responsibility and jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of wildlife populations in California, including elk. In addition, the Draft Plan continually refers to co-management with federally recognized tribes, but does not describe what co-management means and what specific actions and activities would take place. As the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) states in their comment letter, tribal participation that focusses on funding and providing staff to promote population growth and habitat enhancement would be a great addition to elk management efforts, and would be supported by the County. Specific to CDFW’s comments on building relationships through administration of the Elk Plan, the County is supportive of efforts that seek to improve relationships with all entities supportive of elk growth and management, not just one 
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specific group. The County is open to opportunities to work with CDFW and other entities to implement and achieve goals and improve elk herds throughout the County. The County supports efforts that focus on expanding elk populations into areas not occupied within an Elk Management Unit (EMU) and urges that CDFW dedicate more effort towards these actions. Activities specific to enhancing habitat and creating opportunities for elk to travel in a wider range, connect with other isolated herds, and promote cross breeding would be very beneficial, especially in western Siskiyou County where there appear to be several isolated herds. Some of these herds have been struggling to grow and the County is very interested in opportunities to work with CDFW to discuss options towards expanding these herds. It is also appropriate for CDFW to consider if specific management tools should be administered for some of these struggling herds to afford them additional opportunities to grow, including limiting harvesting activities for a specific time period. However, this does not discredit the County’s appreciation for CDFW’s focus on increasing hunting opportunities throughout the State, which plays an important role in proper elk management and providing funding for CDFW.
The County recognizes that there will continue to be unresolved management issues and information needs, but we are concerned about how predation is addressed within these. The Draft Plan acknowledges that Gray Wolves could have a significant impact on elk populations; however CDFW’s published Conservation Plan for Gray Wolves outlines for the management of 150-175 wolves in the State while understanding that elk are primary prey for wolves. The Conservation Plan states that 16 wolves may kill 469 elk annually, and that as elk populations start to decline wolves will begin to consume more deer. Depending on the number of wolves throughout California, and especially in Siskiyou County, there could be a significant impact to elk herds. It will be essential to review and amend the Conservation Plan as necessary as more information becomes available.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Siskiyou County appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Plan. Please feel free to contact, Elizabeth Nielsen, Natural Resource Policy Specialist, at any time at enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us or (530) 842-8012 if you have any questions or feedback. This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on February 06, 2018, by the following vote:
AYES: 
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Sincerely,


Ray A. Haupt, Chair
Board of Supervisors



