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Happy Camp Airport 
July 11, 2017
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- The County’s airport system operates from one enterprise fund.  All revenues 
and expenses for all airports flow through this fund. 

- The Airport does not have any direct employees.  All employees are shared 
with the transit operation (admin and maintenance staff).

Fund: 5230
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Bird’s Eye View of Happy Camp Airport

Bird’s Eye View of Happy Camp Airport
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Airport Fund: 5230
State - $  10,000
FAA - $ 150,000
Rents - $   7,888

State - $ 10,000
FAA - $ 0

Rents - $ 435.00

**Rent amounts based on receipts for FY 2015/16.

State - $ 10,000
FAA - $ 150,000
Rents - $ 51,604

State - $ 10,000
FAA - $ 150,000
Rents - $ 8,463

State - $ 10,000
FAA - $ 0

Rents - $ 0.00

History of the Airport

 1951
 1st Special Use Permit between County and USFS (1951-1981)

 Construction of airport funded by:
 County $15,000 

 FAA $32,150

 USFS In-kind $ 5,450

 1960
 Runway paved for a cost of $ 24,880

 Construction funded 50% by State and 50% by County

 1974
 Permit changed to 82.19 acres (removed Public Works area)
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History of the Airport

 1978
 2nd Special Use Permit between County and USFS (1978-1998)

 FAA grant funded construction of parking apron. 
 Total grant amount $ 59,544

 1999
 3rd Special Use Permit between County and USFS (1999-

2008)

 2008
 4th Special Use Permit between County and USFS (2009-2028)

Current Users of Airport 

 USFS

 One private hangar (lease pending)

 Medevacs
 2016 – 12 medevacs

 March – 2

 April/May – 1 each

 June – 3

 August – 2

 September - 3

 2017 – 2 as of 6/22/17
 April/May – 1 each
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Current Funding Picture

 One private hangar (lease pending)
 Annual rent $ 285 (approximately)

 State Revenue
 $ 10,000 annually

 User Fees
 $ 215.00 collected from FY 2003/04 through FY 2015/16

Current Projects

 Trees Encroaching On Runway
 Removal costs estimated at $ 250,000 (2010/11)

 Pavement Maintenance
 All pavement will need a slurry seal within the next three to 

five years. 

 Estimated cost - $ 150,000
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State and FAA Payback Figures

State Payback Info

Amount: $ 92,200.85

Payment Plan:  Available
Details not available until the State 

receives a request. 

No longer qualify for 
State AIP matching funds.

FAA Payback Info

Amount: $ 88,654.00

Waiver may be available.

Payment plan is possible.

No longer qualify for $ 150,000
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What would be next ? 

- County would need to notify USFS of intent to terminate Use Permit.

- County would need to submit a written request to FAA to disengage from the 
operation of the Happy Camp Airport.  

- Determine final payback amounts. 

- Develop a plan for reimbursing the FAA and Caltrans Aeronautics.  

Questions ?


