
July 11, 2017	
Charlton H. Bonham, Director
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1416 9th Street, 12th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Scott River Rotary Screw Trap

Dear Director Bonham:

The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors is submitting this letter to express our concerns and disappointment upon learning that the Scott River Rotary Screw Trap (RST) will not be operated throughout the entirety of 2017. We were informed of this information a couple of weeks back and are surprised that we did not learn of it sooner when there was the opportunity to secure funding for operation of the RST.
As you may be aware, the RST is the only way of obtaining out migrating salmonid numbers from the Scott River to the Klamath. This information is vital as it is one of the strongest indicators of what the Scott River is producing, and how the proactive projects and programs performed by stakeholders (including irrigators and the County) have been benefiting the River and Coho Salmon. 2017’s numbers are especially important since the information collected would have educated us on how well out-migrating fish numbers are doing after coming out of a severe drought. It is very disappointing to the Board that there will be such a significant data gap in information, which could have been easily prevented.
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We have also been informed that in 2016, the Yreka Field Office requested funding to operate the Shasta and Scott River RST’s during 2017, which was not approved by the Regional or Headquarters offices. The Yreka Field office was also not able to obtain grant funding to operate the Scott River RST, and the Shasta River RST is operating only because it was funded through a private donation. First, we would like to inquire as to why the RST was not funded at the Regional or Headquarters level, and second, we request that in the future the county be informed if any assistance is needed for funding the RST’s on both the Shasta and Scott Rivers. Additionally, how do these types of data gaps play into other activities such as tribal fish 
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harvesting predictions and allowances, which are based heavily on fish runs in and out of the Klamath River?   
We would like to continue this dialogue in the future, ensure that the RST’s operate from here on out, and we hope that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife understands the importance of obtaining out-migrating salmonid numbers. We look forward to hearing from you; please feel free to contact our Natural Resource Policy Specialist, Elizabeth Nielsen, at (530) 842-8012 or enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on July 11, 2017, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Sincerely,


Michael N. Kobseff, Chair
Board of Supervisors




