
July 11, 2017
Matthias St. John, Executive Director
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
5550 Skylane Blvd., Suite A
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Subject: Siskiyou County Comments – Scott and Shasta Rivers Renewal of TMDL Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements
Dear Mr. St. John:
The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors would like to provide the following comments on the Total Maximum Daily Loads Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for the Shasta and Scott Rivers. We would also like to thank you for meeting with us in person to discuss the waivers, and for allowing us to submit this letter outside of the official comment period to accommodate our July 11th Board meeting.
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We understand that the continuance of this waiver process is not guaranteed beyond the five year extension and that a more formal permitting process may be developed for the Shasta and Scott Rivers. We would like to encourage that the Water Board explore the option for continuing this waiver process as it has experienced success amongst irrigators in the Shasta and Scott Valley’s, and allows irrigators to enter into a more voluntary and manageable process. We would like to see this type of interaction between the State and irrigators continue, rather than a process which puts more regulatory burden on water users that are already under constant regulatory pressure. Irrigators throughout the Shasta and Scott Valley’s, and the County, have performed and completed projects that directly benefit water quantity and quality; most of these actions being performed voluntarily by irrigators. A formal permitting process may not be applicable to the Shasta and Scott Rivers, as most of the activities outlined in the draft waiver are common practices, with known and manageable results. In addition, when developing these and similar programs in the future, the Water Board should be working closely with irrigators and landowners who have the responsibility of participating or complying, rather than special interest groups who have no responsibility and are not directly impacted by the programs.
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As we expressed during our meeting with you, the County is hesitant about programs that are developed to handle legal and illegal cannabis cultivation separately from how traditional agricultural activities are mandated and regulated. This is concerning to the County, as our traditional agricultural irrigators constantly carry the responsibility for improving water quality and fish habitat in the Shasta and Scott River systems. Illegal cannabis grows located throughout the County are negatively impacting our surface and groundwater by using illegal pesticides and herbicides, and not properly handling or disposing of these chemicals. The State must use the same programs that govern traditional agricultural waste discharge activities on cannabis operations to either eliminate illegal actions, or ensure that legal ones comply with law and regulation. During the June 29th Regional Water Board meeting that our Natural Resource Policy Specialist attended, several of the Water Board members stated that they would like to see the cannabis and agricultural programs combine as well so that they are all managed on an equal level.  
We would also like to reiterate a comment that was provided by the Livestock Advisor with the local UC Extension Office, advising the Water Board that total exclusion of riparian grazing is not completely beneficial to creek and river conditions. Instead, active management and rotational grazing are proactive options which allows for benefits such as invasive weed control. We would like to encourage the Water Board to work with the local UC Extension office on future activities related to grazing, and offer up that the County’s Range Advisory Board could be helpful in these efforts as well. 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft waiver, and look forward to the opportunity to stay involved throughout its implementation. If you have any questions, or would like to discuss this further, please feel free to contact Elizabeth Nielsen, Natural Resource Policy Specialist at enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us or (530) 842-8012.
This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on July 11, 2017, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Sincerely,


Michael N. Kobseff, Chair
Board of Supervisors
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