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June 20, 2017
Congressman Doug LaMalfa
2885 Churn Creek Rd, Suite C
Redding, CA  96002
Dear Congressman Doug LaMalfa:

The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors strongly opposes key aspects of the American Health Care Act as passed by the House of Representatives, that if enacted, would negatively affect Siskiyou County and its residents. Central among numerous concerns is that the legislation rolls back foundational safety-net programs, like the Medicaid Expansion. This action would likely cause serious harm to Siskiyou County’s economy, health systems and individual health outcomes.

 

Nearly 40% of Siskiyou County’s residents, 17,000 individuals, currently receive Medi-Cal services. Five thousand of these individuals are covered under the Medi-Cal expansion. According to Partnership HealthPlan of California, Siskiyou County health care leaders, and other non-partisan think tanks, impacts from the proposed change to Medicaid would be wide ranging, including:

· Loss of nearly $26 million in state and federal revenue to deliver Medi-Cal benefits; 

· Loss of 300 local jobs and nearly $47 million in business revenues;

· Fewer individuals with access to mental health and substance use services;

· Worsened health outcomes due to reduced access to primary and preventative care;

· Increased use of expensive emergency room services for non-emergency conditions;

· Threats to the financial viability of our rural hospitals as, once again, fewer individuals are able to pay for their health care;

· Significant strain on Siskiyou rural health centers as significant numbers of individuals lose their coverage 

The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors recognizes the need for improvements to the existing health insurance and delivery systems under the Affordable Care Act. We look forward to working with you and your staff on developing a plan that enhances options for affordable, meaningful coverage, strengthens rural health delivery access, and improves health outcomes to our rural and vulnerable populations.
This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on June 20, 2017 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Sincerely,

Michael N. Kobseff, Chair
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