

June 20, 2017

Secretary Ryan Zinke
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240

Subject: Secretary of the Interior Visit to Northern California
Dear Secretary Zinke:
First, we would like to congratulate you on your confirmation as the Secretary of the Department of the Interior, and we look forward to seeing you act in your new role. We are reaching out to you in hopes of shedding some attention on issues involving natural resources throughout Northern California, where Siskiyou County is located. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Siskiyou County is a rural county that depends heavily on our rural lifestyle and rural economic drivers such as our timber industry, mining, and agriculture. As such, we also face increasing law and regulation regarding our natural resources, which has significantly impacted our timber industry, has banned suction dredge mining throughout California, and continues to infringe upon our agricultural industry and private land owners. We feel that it is necessary to educate you on the value of our County as a natural resource jewel, our interest and continued focus on the Klamath River and Klamath River Dams, and the importance of our County as the headwaters of the Sacramento River and provider of a significant source of California’s water. 
We would like to request that you visit our County; to meet with us and discuss our natural resources, the issues impacting our rural lifestyle, how we can find a balance for our County and citizen’s whose lifestyles depend on responsible utilization of natural resources, and to provide you with an appreciation for our rich and diverse County.
We look forward to the opportunity to meet with you and have you visit our County, and look forward to working with you during the next several years. Please feel free to contact our Natural Resource Policy Specialist, Elizabeth Nielsen, at enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us or (530) 842-8012. 
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This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on June 20, 2017, by the following vote:


	Brandon Criss	 Ed Valenzuela	 Michael N. Kobseff	 Lisa Nixon	Ray Haupt
	District 1	District 2	District 3	District 4	District 5

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Sincerely,


Michael N. Kobseff, Chair
Board of Supervisors
  

