
May 16, 2017

The Honorable Brian Dahle
Member, California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 4098
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Shasta Nation Burial Grounds – AB 52
Dear Assemblyman Dahle:
We would like to bring your attention to a couple matters that are important to Siskiyou County, and important when considering all impacts regarding the Klamath River and potential dam removal. As you know, Siskiyou County is very active in ensuring that the County’s concerns and needs are addressed when evaluating the effects of dam removal, and has been active in providing recommendations, potential solutions, and alternatives to dam removal, which would be beneficial Klamath River water quality, and its important fisheries resources.  
The Shasta Nation is an active tribe within Siskiyou County, with cultural resources and influences throughout the majority of the County. In September 2014, Governor Brown approved Assembly Bill No. 52, an act to amend the Public Resources Code, relating to Native Americans. AB 52 outlines actions that state agencies must take in order to ensure they coordinate and collaborate with California Indian Tribes during projects that may have an effect on cultural resources. In September 2016, the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution identifying and adopting the Traditional Homelands of the Shasta Nation throughout the County’s boundaries, which was accompanied by a detailed map (resolution and map attached). 
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Currently, the State Water Resources Control Board is proceeding through the Water Quality Certification process for the Klamath Hydroelectric Project. As part of this process, the Water Board must complete an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to consider alternatives to Klamath Dam removal and all potential impacts related to those alternatives, including dam removal. Siskiyou County and the Shasta Nation, through separate correspondence, have provided the Water Board with information regarding Shasta Nation burial sites under Iron Gate reservoir. These burial sites not only contain the remains of Native Americans, but also the remains of Shasta Nation Civil War veterans, which are very important to the Shasta Nation and the history of Siskiyou County.  We would like to ensure that throughout the EIR processes, and other related activities, that the Water 
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Board adequately addresses the Shasta Nation burial sites during environmental and alternatives analysis, as dam removal could be detrimental to these sites.  
We are providing this letter to so that you and your staff may be aware of the Traditional Homelands of the Shasta Nation, and to assist us in ensuring that state agencies, like the Water Board, comply with applicable law such as AB 52. We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with this letter, and are available to discuss this matter further. If you have any questions please contact Elizabeth Nielsen, Siskiyou County Natural Resource Policy Specialist at 530-842-8012, or by email at enielsen@co.siskiyou.ca.us.
This letter was approved by the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors on (insert date), by the following vote:
[bookmark: _GoBack]AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Sincerely,


Michael N. Kobseff, Chair
Board of Supervisors

cc:  Ted Gaines
cc:  California Governor Jerry Brown
cc:   State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights
	Attn: Parker Thaler
cc:  Rural County Representatives of California
cc:  California State Association of Counties



